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Saint Gurias, Archbishop of Kazan, (in the world Gregory Rugotin), was the first 
archbishop of the Kazan diocese, established in 1555. He was born in the town of 
Radonezh outside Moscow into the family of a courtier. His parents were not 
wealthy, and so from his early years he had to serve Prince Ivan Penkov as steward 
of his estates.

From his youth, Gregory was pious, humble and gentle, and he preserved his chas-
tity. Accused of improprieties with the prince's wife, Gregory was locked up in an 
underground dungeon for two years. This undermined his health, but it also inten-
sified and deepened his religious fervor. In prison, he wrote a small booklet to teach 
children how to read and write. He donated the proceeds from his primer to the 
needy.

Released from prison, Gregory was tonsured with the name Gurias at the St Jo-
seph of Volokolamsk monastery, known for its strict monastic rule. In 1543, he was 
chosen by the brethren as igumen of this monastery. He administered it for almost 
nine years, and then he resigned as igumen and lived for two years as a simple 
monk.

Before becoming bishop, St Gurias directed the Trinity Selizharov monastery in 
Tver diocese for one year. He was chosen by lot to the See of Kazan. Assisted by St 
Barsanuphius (April 11), St Gurias devoted himself to missionary activity. In his 
eight years as bishop there, four monasteries were organized, and the Annunciation 
cathedral church and ten more city churches were built.

In 1561 the saint fell grievously ill and could no longer perform the divine services 
himself. On feastdays they carried him into the church, and he either sat or lay 
down, since he did not have the strength to walk or even stand.

Shortly before his death (1563), he received the great schema from St Barsanuphius, 
and he was buried in the Savior-Transfiguration monastery. On October 4, 1595, 
the incorrupt relics of the holy hierarchs Gurias and Barsanuphius were uncovered. 
St Hermogenes, Metropolitan of Kazan (May 12), was present at the uncovering of 
their relics, and he described this event in the lives of these saints.

On June 20, 1613, the relics of St Gurias were transferred from the Savior-
Transfiguration monastery to the Annunciation cathedral church. At present, the 
relics rest in Kazan in a cemetery church named for the holy Princes Theodore of 
Murom and his sons David and Constantine (May 21).
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PRAYER REQUESTSDEPARTED:

Christina Helle  + 10/17/08
Henry Grabowski  + 11/06/08

ILL-AFFLICTED:
Archpriest Pavel Soucek 
and Mat. Paula
Helen Antonik
Jerry Arangelovich
Alice Artino
Helen Baldner
Carol Bohurjak
Martha Bondor
Mary Chrewan
John Clements
John Conrad
Joseph Gammalo
Julia Grabowski
Robert Guido
Maria Hanzel
Annaliese Jacak

Donna Jacak
Tom Jacobson
Sarah Kersey
Jason Kleps (cousin of Maca Tyler. 
Jason is in Kirkuk, Iraq)
Marian Kluchnik
Mary Ann Kovach
Dorothy Laskovich
John Matson
Alan Meyer
Olga Michailuk
Dan O’Donnell
Walter & Grace Parhamovich 
(Karen Felon’s parents)
David Roman (nephew of 
Margaret Rusynyk)
Julia Sankovic (Child)
Mary Ann Silberhorn
Elsie Sudnick

Nina Sudnick
Larry Walter
Harrison Ward (Child)
Helen Zawisza (Joe Rusynyk’s sister)
Nicholas Zolikoff 

Russell Carleton & Tanya Klimova
& Unborn Child

Nicole, Gianni & Unborn Child

CONGRATULATIONS TO:
Cara Ann Gartman
& Newborn Elijah James,
born on September 12.

William & Suzanne Frazier
& Newborn Olivia Pearl Frazier,
born on October 14.

Catecumins:  Michael & Michelle 
Scott, Leonora Felon’s co-worker.

Newly Baptized Cade Christopher
Wojnicz 11/23/08

Welcome Visitors
Our parish welcomes you and thanks you for joining us at today’s Divine Liturgy.  
While only Orthodox Christians may approach the chalice for Holy Communion, 

everyone is welcome to  partake of the Holy Bread after Liturgy. 

COFEE HOUR & GREETERS SCHEDULES 
Coffee Hour Hosts:                     Greeters:   
   11/30/08    Mat. Cindy Zdinak              Steve & Eileen Bondor
   12/07/08    Albert Casey                                    Debbi Pinta/Linda Smotzer
   12/14/08    Mat. Jeanne Homik        Linda Smotzer/Virginia Medvec
   12/21/08    Maca Tyler/Judy Schwind               Debbi Pinta/Maria Broslawik
   12/28/08    Nick & Kate Zolikoff        To be announced/Linda Smotzer

            For your convenience, we 

 will have HOMEMADE APRICOT,

 NUT and POPPYSEED ROLLS for
 sale at every Sunday’s Coffee

 Hour.  The price is $8.00.                 

            Homemade rolls are also  

 available at the Ridge Manor 

 Party Center.  Please call Sharon 

 Glagola at 216-749-5509. 

GOD’S GIFTS TO US - 

OUR GIFTS TO GOD

  Weekly expenses:      $6,538.00 
  Last week’s collection:  $3,256.00
          Over/Under     < $3,282.00>

ANNOUNCEMENT
VESPERAL LITURGY

WILL BE ON
WEDNESDAY

DECEMBER 31 - 5:00 PM

Fr. John’s 
Regular Office Hours

Though Fr. John is in the office 
many hours a week, He is setting 
regular office hours. His regular 
office hours will be Tuesdays & 
Wednesdays from 10:00 AM to 
1:00 PM unless their is a funeral 

or emergency on those days.

       Dome Lighters
                          Donations to offset the cost 
  of lighting the domes can be  made for the                       
health of or in memory of your loved ones.  
    Contact the Parish Office if you are 
  interested.   
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   PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
The next Parish Council Meeting 

will be held on Tuesday,  
December 2, at 6:00 PM 

@ Ridge Manor

FINANCE COMMITTEE 
MEETING 

Monday,
December 1,  2008  

5:30 PM@Ridge Manor

CHRISTMAS ANGEL TREE
It’s that time once again to provide gifts to needy 

children at Merrick House.  Gift tags will be placed 
on the Angel Tree with each child’s name and a gift 

list.  We are asking $30.00 per child.  
Please give the name tags to Dan 

Morris or to Paul Pangrace.
This year we have the opportunity to distribute 

gifts at the Merrick House on 
Thursday, December 11,

 from 6:00PM to 8:00PM. 
If you are interested in meeting some of the children 
and distributing gifts, please give Dan Morris a call 

at 440-871-8537.
Please help us make this 100% 
successful by taking a name!
Deadline for bringing gifts 
to church is Sunday, Dec. 7

ANNUAL COOKIE WALK
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 20  

9:00AM - 1:00PM
RIDGE MANOR 

BANQUET CENTER
Our Parish Bakers made over 20 
varieties of HOMEMADE COOKIES,

NUT, POPPYSEED AND 
APRICOT ROLLS.    

        KOLACHE - OUR SPECIALTY!!           
                (PET TREATS!)
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November 21, 2008

Metropolitan Jonah's Statement at the AAC Dinner

"Glory to Jesus Christ!

  Glory to Jesus Christ!

  Glory to Jesus Christ!

I’m so profoundly humbled, so profoundly 
humbled.

Twenty-four hours. My life has been totally 
turned upside down and inside out. I thought I 
had my whole next month planned down to the 
minute (ha-ha). Instead it’s going to be both on 
the opposite coast and (the) other end of the 
country.

I’m so grateful to God for this opportunity to 
serve you.

To be a leader is to be a servant. As His Grace, 
Bishop Benjamin, is one of the culprits who got 
me into this (applause), as His Grace, Bishop Benjamin, likes to say: “The Episcopos is 
not the master of the house, he is the head slave.” And (now) I am the head slave of the 
head slaves. But, the buck stops here…..

We have a lot of work to do and we need to resolve within ourselves that we make living 
out our Orthodox faith in our actions and by our words. (This should be) the first and 
foremost thing in our entire life. Everything is about our faith. And, I think, if we can do 
that, we will be transformed. Transformed individually, transformed as a community.

I’d like to share a few of the ideas of vision for the future in a kind of concrete way. 
Where should we go?
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I think first and foremost we need, really, to start to take a look at ourselves in a new way. 
We need to look at our spiritual discipline. We need to look at our prayer and our fasting. 
We need to look at how often we are truly entering into that living experience of com-
munion. We need to go to confession more often. We need to take a serious look at all 
those spiritual disciplines that are the context and the structure and the support of our life, 
in order to equip us to live as Christians.

Because being Orthodox is not about what we do in church, that’s maybe 5%. Being an 
Orthodox Christian is how we live. It’s how we treat one another. It’s our self-denial and 
our self-giving. It’s our self-transcendence. And, ultimately, what does that lead to, but 
the complete fulfillment of our personhood in Christ, so that we become who God made 
us to be in a communion of love with one another.

There are many tasks at hand.

One of the most important things, so far as tasks go that I ....(Well, I was thinking of do-
ing this in the Diocese of the South, and may yet, who knows?) (applause)... that I think 
it’s a vision that we can embrace as a community. It’s going to be something that will 
help us in our mission, it will help us in our outreach. One of the things that’s convicted 
me, very much, is where are the Orthodox hospitals?

Where are the Orthodox schools?

Where are the Orthodox institutions of charity? (Applause)

It’s a beautiful thing, a beautiful thing, to build a medical clinic in a remote village in 
Ethiopia, but it’s also a beautiful thing to build a medical clinic in a remote village in 
Kansas. (Applause)

If we look around us, so much of traditional American Christianity is dissolving. It's dis-
solving in immorality. It's so tragic. These fundamental institutions of our culture are fal-
ling apart.

I had the blessing over the summer to be a participant at the St. Alban and St.Sergius Fel-
lowship meeting at St.Vladimir's Seminary, where there were a number of priests from 
the Episcopal church. Now this is a special interest of mine, because I grew up Episcopa-
lian.
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Of course, that was 30 years ago, but, these people are crying out in pain. They see their 
church as having abandoned Christianity. And, truly it has if it endorses gay marriage, if 
it endorses homosexuality, if it endorses abortion, if it endorses euthanasia! (Applause)

This is the abandonment of Jesus Christ and the Gospel. And, it’s no wonder those people 
are so hurting. We need to reach our to them. (Applause) We need to open our doors, not 
only our doors, but open our hearts, and embrace them with love and help them to find a 
place where they can heal their souls, which have been grievously wounded.

Another thing that is extremely dear to my heart is the Orthodox Christian Fellowships on 
university campuses. (Applause) This is a critical ministry of our church. OCF’s are not 
simply places where 'nice Greek boys find nice Greek girls and where nice Carpatho-
Russian boys find nice Carpatho-Russian girls and get married.' (I’m paraphrasing Ann 
Zinzel here. (Editor's note: Ms. Zinsel is a retired secretary at St. Vladimir's Seminary) 
(Applause). That must be a young woman who had this experience! Of course, that’s 
what she thought about St. Vladimir’s but.... (laughter)).

The OCF’s are one of the foremost opportunities for evangelical outreaches to people 
who are at a point where they are making radical decisions about their lives and who are 
looking to change their lives. (Applause) There are so many kids who are living in uni-
versity campuses as in "Animal House". It’s sex, and drugs, and alcohol. In despair. It’s 
all from despair, and it’s bitter, We, by reaching out to them, can give them hope in Jesus 
Christ and the Gospel. (Applause)

And, it’s nice to you know, to say that: "Oh, we should sponsor these things", "We should 
kind of encourage these things", but we need to do something more. I would like to see 
an Orthodox campus housing facility at every major university in this country with an Or-
thodox chapel and a campus minister who is a priest of the Orthodox Church. (Applause)

This is not hard to do! This is not hard to do!

And, there is a side benefit. Student housing - it kind of generates money (ha ha) and we 
have to think about that. We have to think about that. I have in my previous incarnation 
(ha-ha), years ago, I was in real estate, so it’s something I understand. But, if we develop, 
and for example, … one of the most beautiful facilities that I’ve seen just amazing, un-
derused, for example. the Ukranian Orthodox Church in Canada had a beautiful facility in 
Edmonton in St. John’s Institute with 75 rooms for rent: a chapel, a dining commons, and 
at one time had an Orthodox priest as a campus minister. Why can’t we do this? We are a 
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lot bigger than the Ukranian church in Canada. Right?Of course, we need to reach out to 
them in, too, absolutely. But, I will talk about that later.

If we start working with the college kids, and it doesn’t matter what background they 
come from, it doesn’t matter what color they are, it doesn’t matter what kind of socio-
economic status they have, it doesn’t matter. If we start working with those kids and they 
are ignited in the Faith, think of what will happen. They will fill our seminaries, they will 
fill our monasteries, they will be our future priests, they will be our missionaries. They 
will be the ones who will help us carry on our mission and further our vision of bringing 
the full integrity of the Gospel of Jesus Christ to America. Which is what Orthodoxy is - 
the full integrity of the Gospel. It’s so important that we work with them when they are 
young, and even in high school, too. Those parish youth programs: God bless you, stick 
with it! It’s a lot of work. But, the fruit is amazing.

We also need to care for our senior citizens. I know of one wonderful Orthodox nursing 
home near St. Tikhon’s. We need to have these all over the place. (Applause)

We need to build senior housing facilities with Orthodox chapels and subsidized apart-
ments for priests who are otherwise stuck and cannot afford to retire with dignity. (Ap-
plause) We need to honor their service by allowing them to retire with dignity and respect 
and continue to exercise their ministries as long as they want and as long as they are ca-
pable, but, in the right context, the right context. These are opportunities, incredible op-
portunities for the church to have concrete institutions of charitable outreach where we 
are serving not only our own people, but, anyone who wants to come. You think an older 
couple who’s kids are living hundreds of miles away won’t be influenced by a chapel 
which is four doors down from theirs that has daily services? They’ll be brought into the 
Faith and consoled in their old age. You don’t think kids from secular backgrounds who 
might rent a room in an Orthodox campus housing facility aren’t going to be influenced 
by an active Orthodox Christian Fellowship that meets there, that lives there, prays there? 
They are going to drawn in.

This is how we grow the church. And as we do that, as we serve people, then the world 
will look at us and see, their Faith is not empty words. Their Faith is put into action by 
serving those who are not able to serve themselves. (Applause)

This is not some kind of thing that we need to create another bureaucracy within Syosset 
to have some kind of development program. My hope is that each of you in your own 
dioceses will be inspired to see what kind of opportunities you have right in front of you 
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where you can help to grow the mission of the church. Working together with your bish-
ops, you can build something beautiful for God. (Applause)

One of the things that is very important, is critical, in this position, (and I’m still kind of 
getting used to it - this talk about "His Beatitude"… and I wonder who that is…(laugh-
ter)) is inner church relations. We have to have close working relationships with our sister 
churches here in America and with our sister churches abroad. We have to have close 
working relationships with the Moscow Patriarchate, the Patriarchate of Constantinople 
and with Patriarchate of Romania, and Bulgaria and Antioch and everywhere else. And 
that will facilitate our relationships here. If we want Orthodox unity in this country, they 
have to know over there that we are for real. And, not only that we are for real, but that 
we respect them. And, that we love them, and that we care about them. And that we honor 
their saints, their traditions, and that we honor who they are and what they have been 
striving for. Because most of those churches in the Old World have suffered brutally, 
some of them for hundreds and hundreds of years under Islam, and, some of them for 
decades and decades in the past century under Communism. They have to know that we, 
who are so soft, acknowledge them. Acknowledge their suffering. Acknowledge that they 
have something to give. Acknowledge the sanctity that is there.

My own experience, having lived in Russia for about a year and a half, cumulatively, was 
an entrance into the realms of grace. There are so many experiences that I have had, go-
ing to the relics of the saints, praying before them, being filled with the grace of the Holy 
Spirit, just standing before the relics. You go to St. Seraphim and the cathedral in Di-
veyo..... and it’s like swimming in grace. You walk in and the Grace of God that just flows 
from the relics of St.Seraphim, just permeates everything. It’s so thick that it feels like 
water. We need to have that experience, each and every one of us.

This is one of the great joys, I think, of being an Orthodox Christian. In California, in the 
Bay Area, we have the incredible joy of having the relics of our beloved patron saint of 
our monasteries, St John of San Francisco. That cathedral .....and it also, when you enter 
into it, you’re swimming in grace, which heals, which consoles, which reveals that God is 
real, that God is active and is a revelation of God’s love. That experience of sanctity is 
something that I think is often ignored, it is often something we get so busy in the day-to-
day parochial activities... (Maybe there are 10,000 pirogi’s that need pinching, maybe 
there’s the Church festival that needs to be done, maybe there’s parish council minutes 
that have to get finished or the Holy Synod minutes ...) or whatever and we get so caught 
up in all this, that when we walk into our parish church, we’re thinking more about what I 
have to get at the grocery store and how am I going to finish all these projects when I 
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have this long service that I have to go to. And (you do) not remember that you have en-
tered into the presence of God.

This is the root and the foundation of our whole life as a Christian, this awareness of the 
presence of God. It’s what the Fathers called the "remembrance of God", and it doesn’t 
mean that you’re remembering it in your head that God is present, it’s that God's presence 
is a fundamental part of your own awareness. You know that He is present, and when we 
can bring that awareness of His presence by stilling our minds and stilling our hearts, 
then His love overflows through us. And transforms us. And that experience of sanctity 
isn’t just limited to when we walk into or church. It isn’t just limited to when we venerate 
the icons or go before the relics of the saints. That experience of sanctity is with us eve-
rywhere, all the time. We have to do the one without forgetting the other.

We need to have spiritual discipline. And the disciplines (are) not in ends in themselves, 
but are facilitating the spiritual awareness and transformation and conversion of our souls, 
in order to do the act of ministries. Otherwise what are we doing with the act of minis-
tries, they become some kind of projection of our own egos. And that’s not going to help 
much, if anybody, least of all myself.

And so our task is twofold, our work is twofold. It’s the inner work on our souls: prayer, 
fasting, alms-giving, giving to the poor. It’s great to write a check to good things; you can 
send it to IOCC, OCMC, these are tremendous organizations. But how about buying a 
sandwich for someone and handing it to them? This is the kind of hands-on charity that 
we need to do. Because it is this, more than writing a check, that even when it hurts, that 
it is going to affect our souls, because it’s a personal relationship, even if we don’t know 
the guy's name. (When) we do something personally for somebody else as an act of self-
denial and an extension of love, that is the real core of the asceticism to which each one 
of us is called.

This country needs to hear the message of the Gospel. This country needs to hear the 
message of repentance and forgiveness of sins. And it is only going to hear it when that 
repentance and that acceptance of God’s forgiveness underlies every word that we say.

So, I beg your prayers, for myself, for our Church. Cast away all the darkness, bitterness, 
anger, and resentment, all of this other stuff and be filled with the light and the love of 
God.
              Quiet your mind. Quiet your heart. And see what God inspires you to do.

May God bless you abundantly." 
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S Sunday, November 30
Holy Apostle Andrew
The First-Called
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Monday, December 1
Prophet Nahum
Righteous Philaret The Merciful
5:30 PM Finance Committee Meeting
@Ridge Manor

Tuesday, December 2
Prophet Habbakuk
Martyr Myrope
6:00 PM Council Meeting
@Ridge Manor

Wednesday, December 3
Prophet Zephaniah
Ven. Savva
Of Zvenigorod

Thursday, December 4
Greatmartyr Barbara
Hieromartyr Alexander Hotovitzky
11:00 AM Faith Enrichment
@Ridge Manor

	 	

	 	 Friday, December 5
	 	 Ven. Sabbas The Sanctified

	 	 Saturday, December 6
                        St. Nicholas The Wonderworker
	 	 ABP. of Myra in Lycia
              	 6:00 PM  Great Vespers

           		 Sunday, December 7
	 	 St. Ambrose, BP. Milan
	 	 St. Philoftheia
	 	 9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
	 	 11:00 St. Herman of Alaska
	 	 Monastery/House of Hospitality
	 	 Spagetti Benefit Dinner at 
	 	 St. Malachi Church Hall
	 	 Deadline for Christmas
	 	 Tree Angel Gifts	
	 	 	

         
         
         
   

Weekly Schedule

      

SPECIAL COLLECTION

DECEMBER 2008
THE WALL

St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral
733 Starkweather Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 44113


