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Saint Melania was born in Rome into a devout Christian family. Her parents, people of property and wealth, hoped that their daughter 

would marry and have children who would inherit their wealth.

At fourteen years of age Melania was married to the illustrious youth Apinianus. From the very beginning of their married life, St Me-

lania asked her husband to live with her in chastity or else release her from the marriage. Apinianus answered, "I cannot agree to this 

right now. When we have two children to inherit the property, then we shall both renounce the world."

Soon Melania gave birth to a daughter, whom the young parents dedicated to God. Continuing to live together in marriage, Melania 

secretly wore a hairshirt and spent her nights in prayer. The second child, a boy, was premature and had severe complications. They 

baptized him, and he departed to the Lord.

Seeing the suffering of his wife, Apinianus asked the Lord to preserve St Melania's life, and he vowed to spend the rest of their life 

together in chastity. Recovering, St Melania stopped wearing her beautiful clothing and jewelry. Soon their daughter also died. The 

parents of St Melania did not support the young couple's desire to devote themselves to God. It was only when St Melania's father 

became deathly ill, that he asked their forgiveness and permitted them to follow their chosen path, asking them to pray for him.

The saints then left the city of Rome, and began a new life completely dedicated to the service of God. Apinianus at this time was 

twenty-four years of age, and Melania twenty. They began to visit the sick, to take in wanderers, and to help the indigent. They visited 

those who were exiled, and mine-convicts, and the destitute, there in debtor's prison. After selling their estates in Italy and Spain, 

they generously helped monasteries, hospitals, widows and orphans in Mesopotamia, Syria, Egypt, Phoenicia, and Palestine.

Many churches and hospitals were built with their assistance. Churches of both West and East benefited from them. Leaving their 

native land, they set sail for Africa, and a strong storm arose while they were at sea. The sailors said that this was because of the 

wrath of God, but St Melania said that it was not God's will that they should go directly to their destination.

The waves carried the ship to an island on which barbarians had landed. The besiegers demanded a ransom from the inhabitants, or 

else they threatened to lay waste the city. The saints supplied the necessary ransom, and thus saved the city and its people from de-

struction.

Resuming their voyage, they landed in Africa and helped all the needy there. With the blessing of the local bishops, they made offer-

ings to churches and monasteries. During this time St Melania continued to humble her flesh by strict fasting, and she fortified her 

soul by constantly reading the Word of God, making copies of the sacred books and distributing them to those who lacked them. 

She sewed a hairshirt for herself, put it on, and continued to wear it.

The saints spent seven years in Carthage, and then decided to visit Jerusalem. At Alexandria, they were welcomed by the bishop, St 

Cyril, and they met in church with the holy Elder Nestorius, who was possessed of the gift of prophecy and healing. The Elder turned 

to them and told them to have courage and patience in expectation of the Glory of Heaven.

At Jerusalem, the saints distributed their remaining gold to the destitute and then spent their days in poverty and prayer. After a short 

visit to Egypt, where the saints visited many of the desert Fathers, St Melania secluded herself in a cell on the Mount of Olives. Only 

occasionally did she see St Apinianus.

Later, she founded a monastery, where eventually ninety virgins lived in obedience to St Melania. Out of humility, she would not con-

sent to be abbess, and lived and prayed in solitude as before. In her instructions, St Melania urged the sisters to be vigilant and to 

pray, to disdain their own opinions and cultivate first of all love for God and for one another, to keep the holy Orthodox Faith, and to 

guard their purity of soul and of body.
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In particular, she exhorted them to be obedient to the will of God. Calling to mind the words of the Apostle Paul, she counselled them 

to keep the fasts "not with wailing, nor from compulsion, but in virtuous disposition with love for God". By her efforts an oratory and 

altar were built in the monastery, where they enshrined the relics of saints: the Prophet Zachariah, the holy Protomartyr Stephen, and 

the Forty Martyrs of Sebaste. About this time St Apinianus fell asleep in the Lord. St Melania buried his relics and there spent another 

four years in fasting and unceasing prayer.

St Melania wanted to build a men's monastery on the Mount of the Ascension of the Lord. The Lord blessed her intent by sending a 

benefactor who provided the means for the monastery. Joyfully accepting it, St Melania finished the great work in a single year. In this 

monastery, saintly men began to lift up unceasing prayer in the church of the Ascension of Christ.

Having completed her tasks, the saint left Jerusalem for Constantinople, hoping to save the soul of her pagan uncle Volusianus who 

had traveled there from Rome. Along the way she prayed at the relics of St Laurence (August 10), at the place of his martyrdom, and 

received auspicious signs. Arriving in Constantinople, the saint found her uncle had fallen ill. Her demeanor and her inspired discourses 

had a profound influence on the sick man. He gave up pagan impiety and died a Christian.

During this time many inhabitants of the capital were deceived by the heretical teaching of Nestorius. St Melania accepted anyone who 

turned to her for proper explanation, converting many of them to Orthodoxy. Many miracles were worked through the prayers of the 

saint.

Returning to her own monastery, the saint sensed the approach of death, and told this to the priest and the sisters. They listened to 

her final instructions with deep sorrow and with tears. Having asked their prayers and commanding them to preserve themselves in 

purity, she received the Holy Mysteries with joy. St Melania peacefully gave up her soul to the Lord in the year 439.

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF DECEMBER 27

Dec. 27    Gal. 1:11-19
       Matt. 2:13-23
        
Dec. 28     Heb. 8:7-13
                  Mark 10:46-52          
  
Dec. 29     Heb. 9:8-10
                  Heb. 9:15-23
                  Mark 11:11-23

Dec. 30     Heb. 10:1-18
                  Mark 11:23-26

Dec. 31      Heb. 10:35
         Heb. 11:7
                   Mark 11:27-33

Jan. 1    Col. 2:8-12
               Luke 2:20-21
               Luke 2:40-52

Jan. 2     1 Tim. 3:14
               1 Tim. 4:5
                Matt. 3:1-11
                Matt. 2:13-23
                

STEWARDSHIP - ENVELOPES
       Please use your assigned church envelopes to ensure that each parishioner receives their proper 

    credit for all donations.  If you do not have an assigned envelope number, please see the Treasurer, 

    Mary Lee Erhardt.  Thank You.
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PRAYER REQUESTS
DEPARTED:
His Eminence
Archbishop Job + 12/18/09

Ill Afflicted & 
Special Intentions
Fr. Anthony Dimitri
Fr. Stephen Jula
Helen Antonik
Dan Arangelovich
Jerry Arangelovich
Alice Artino
Helen Baldner
John Baranich
Carol Bohurjak
John Conrad
Ryan Czaruk
Eugene Erhardt
Tony Eschuk
Gloria Gindlesperger (Sister-In-Law)

Julia Grabowski
Maria Hanzel
Jennifer Humphrey
Donna Jacak

Paul Kappanadze (son  of Fr. Jason
Kappanadze)

Chloe Kasubienski

Vivian Kasubienski

Sarah Kersey
Dorothy Laskovich
Paul Laskovich
Shane, Sierra and Taylor McNeilly
Brian Nemec (Frank Tkacz’s Godson)
Alex and Jerilyn Oppenheim

Walter & Grace Parhamovich
(Karen Felon’s parents)
Natalie Ponomarenko
David Roman (Nephew of
Margaret Rusynyk)
Vera Sakal
Mary Ann Silberhorn
Elsie Sudnick
Barbara Thompson (Phyllis 
Gindlesperger’s Sister-In-Law)
Donald Tipka
Frank Tkacz
Hannah Ward (God Child of 
Fr. Andrew Stevens)
Harrison Ward 
(God Child of Fr. Andrew Stevens)

Norma Wilson
Helen Zawisza 
(Joseph Rusynyk’s sister)
Julia Zimmerman
Kristin Zdinak
Denise Zweifel
(Sister of Marshall Prock)

Vivian & Dustin Kashubienski
 & Newborn Lexus Ann

Miki McNally 
& Newborn Child, Sophia
(Cindy Zdinak’s Cousin)

Grant & Stephanie Dever
 & Unborn Child 
(Fr. John’s Niece)

Anthony & Nikol Gammalo
(Nikol Zdinak) & Unborn Child

Erik & Gwen Hasselquist 
& Unborn Child

Nathan & Chelsea Pozderac 
& Unborn Child
(Cindy Zdinak’s Nephew)

                       Dome Lighters
            Donations to offset the cost of lighting the domes can be  made for the health of                 
           or in memory of  your loved ones. Contact the Parish Office if you are  interested.         

        For the week of December 27:
                  In memory of the deceased members of the Laskovich Family 
            by Dorothy and Paul Laskovich.             
    

GREETERS MINISTRY

         We are looking to expand our Greeters Ministry and we need you! Please prayerfully consider 

   joining us in directly greeting our guests. We will meet on Sunday, January 10, following Divine 

   Liturgy, to answer all of your questions. We ask that all current greeters also attend - we will be 

   reviewing our standard protocols including how to best help one another to welcome those 

   Christ sends to us. May our efforts only be to the Glory of God!                        Michael Tabeling
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Welcome Visitors
Our parish welcomes you and thanks you for joining us at today’s Divine Liturgy.  
While only Orthodox Christians may approach the chalice for Holy Communion, 

everyone is welcome to  partake of the Holy Bread after Liturgy. 
You are also invited to join us for fellowship in the Parish Hall following Liturgy.

         For your convenience, we will  have HOMEMADE 

   APRICOT, NUT and POPPYSEED ROLLS for sale at every

   Sunday’s Coffee Hour.     

              The price is $8.00.  Homemade rolls are also   

   available at the Ridge Manor Party Center.  Please call

   Sharon Glagola at: 216-749-5509. 

       COFEE HOUR & GREETERS SCHEDULES 
  Coffee Hour Hosts:                                         Greeters:                  

       12/27/09    Mary Swit and Tammy Ponomarenko                Eileen Bondor
        01/03/10    Dan and Lavinia Morris                                     Joyce Tabeling
        01/10/10    Karen Fellon                   Joyce Tabeling
        01/17/10    Mat. Cindy Zdinak and Mt. Jennifer Boerio       Joyce Tabeling
        01/24/10   Albert Jacob Casey                                            To be announced.

                                                             

GOD’S GIFTS TO US - 
OUR GIFTS TO GOD

    Weekly expenses:      $ 6,538.00 
  Last week’s collection    $ 9,197.31
            Over/Under       $ 2,659.31              

Attendance
Members 127    Visitors  8

Total  135

ANNOUNCEMENT
55 PLUS CLUB

         As of October 31, 2009, Dorothy P. 

   Laskovich, President, and John Shuleva, 

   Treasurer, have discontinued the operation

    of the 55 Plus Club. 

          Due to the facts of my physical condi-

    tion, I am no longer able to operate the 

    club.                       Dorothy P. Laskovich 

SPECIAL THANK YOU
Thank you to everyone for your well wishes

during my recent surgery.  May God bless you. 

Love in Christ, Judy Gartman

                     

                                    COOKIE WALK 
                                 Many THANKS to all those who 

    participated in the COOKIE WALK.  This year we

collected a total of $4,000.00 for the general fund!!  

          Next year we’re hoping for an even bigger cookie  

 sale!!  Thank you again to the ladies who worked many 

       hours and for their dedication to this project. 

                                           Joyce Tabeling
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 ST. THEODOSIUS 

BOOKSTORE

             2010 POCKET 

  CALENDARS ARE NOW   

  AVAILABLE - $3.25 EACH.

                 SEE FRANK TKACZ
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Commemorated on December 27

The Holy Protomartyr and Archdeacon 

Stephen was the eldest of the seven 

deacons, appointed by the Apostles 

themselves, and therefore he is called 

"archdeacon." He was the first Christian 

martyr, and he suffered for Christ when 

he was about thirty. In the words of As-

terias, he was "the starting point of the 

martyrs, the instructor of suffering for 

Christ, the foundation of righteous con-

fession, since Stephen was the first to 

shed his blood for the Gospel."

Filled with the Holy Spirit, St Stephen 

preached Christianity and defeated Jew-

ish teachers of the Law in debate. The 

Jews maligned St Stephen, saying that 

he had uttered blasphemy against God 

and against Moses. St Stephen came before the Sanhedrin and the High Priest to answer 

these charges. He gave a fiery speech, in which he recounted the history of the Jewish nation, 

and denounced the Jews for persecuting the prophets, and also for executing the promised 

Messiah, Jesus Christ (Acts ch. 7).

During his speech, St Stephen suddenly saw the heavens opened and Jesus Christ standing at 

the right hand of God. The Jews shouted and covered their ears, and rushed at him. They 

dragged him out of the city and stoned him, but the holy martyr prayed for his murderers. Far 

off on the heights stood the Mother of God with the holy Apostle John the Theologian, and She 

prayed fervently for the martyr. Before his death St Stephen said, "Lord Jesus, receive my spirit. 

O Lord, lay not this sin to their charge." Then he joyfully gave up his pure soul to Christ.
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             Weekly Schedule

SPECIAL  JANUARY
 COLLECTION 
STEPS

St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral
733 Starkweather Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 44113

Thursday, December 31
Leavetaking Nativity
VEN. MELANIA OF ROME
5:00 PM VESPERAL LITURGY
7:00 PM NEW YEAR’S EVE DINNER
DANCE @ RIDGE MANOR

Friday, January 1
New Year 
CIRCUMCISION OF CHRIST
ST. BASIL THE GREAT

Saturday, January 2
SATURDAY BEFORE THEOPHANY
VEN. SERAPHIM OF SAROV
ST. SYLVESTER, POPE OF ROME
6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sunday, January 3
SUNDAY BEFORE THEOPHANY
PROPHET MALACHI
MARTYR GORDIUS
VEN. GENEVIEVE OF PARIS
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Sunday, December 27
Sunday after Nativity
3rd Day of the Nativity 
PROTOMARTYR STEPHEN
VEN. THEODORE GRAPTUS
  9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
11:00 AM FOCA MEETING

Monday, December 28
20,000 MARTYRS
OF NICOMEDIA

Tuesday, December 29
14,000 HOLY INNOCENTS
VEN. MARCELLUS

Wednesday, December 30
VIRGIN MARTYR ANYSIA
MARTYR ZOTICUS

"Glory to God in the Highest! and on 
earth peace to men of good will! "


