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Saint Nicholas of Zhicha, "the Serbian Chrysostom," was born in Lelich in western Serbia on January 4, 
1881 (December 23, 1880 O.S.). His parents were Dragomir and Katherine Velimirovich, who lived on a 
farm where they raised a large family. His pious mother was a major influence on his spiritual develop-
ment, teaching him by word and especially by example. As a small child, Nicholas often walked three 
miles to the Chelije Monastery with his mother to attend services there.

Sickly as a child, Nicholas was not physically strong as an adult. He failed his physical requirements 
when he applied to the military academy, but his excellent academic qualifications allowed him to enter 
the St Sava Seminary in Belgrade, even before he finished preparatory school.

After graduating from the seminary in 1905, he earned doctoral degrees from the University of Berne in 
1908, and from King's College, Oxford in 1909. When he returned home, he fell ill with dysentery. Vow-
ing to serve God for the rest of his life if he recovered, he was tonsured at the Rakovica Monastery on 
December 20, 1909 and was also ordained to the holy priesthood.

In 1910 he went to study in Russia to prepare himself for a teaching position at the seminary in Bel-
grade. At the Theological Academy in St Petersburg, the Provost asked him why he had come. He re-
plied, "I wanted to be a shepherd. As a child, I tended my father's sheep. Now that I am a man, I wish to 
tend the rational flock of my heavenly Father. I believe that is the way that has been shown to me." The 
Provost smiled, pleased by this response, then showed the young man to his quarters.

After completing his studies, he returned to Belgrade and taught philosophy, logic, history, and foreign 
languages at the seminary. He spoke seven languages, and this ability proved very useful to him 
throughout his life.

St Nicholas was renowned for his sermons, which never lasted more than twenty minutes, and focused 
on just three main points. He taught people the theology of the Church in a language they could under-
stand, and inspired them to repentance.

At the start of World War I, Archimandrite Nicholas was sent to England on a diplomatic mission to seek 
help in the struggle of the Serbs against Austria. His doctorate from Oxford gained him an invitation to 
speak at Westminster Abbey. He remained in England for three short months, but St Nicholas left a 
lasting impression on those who heard him. His writings "The Lord's Commandments," and "Medita-
tions on the Lord's Prayer" impressed many in the Church of England.

Archimandrite Nicholas left England and went to America, where he proved to be a good ambassador 
for his nation and his Church.

The future saint returned to Serbia in 1919, where he was consecrated as Bishop of Zhicha, and was 
later transferred to Ochrid. The new hierarch assisted those who were suffering from the ravages of war 
by establishing orphanages and helping the poor.

Bishop Nicholas took over as leader of Bogomljcki Pokret, a popular movement for spiritual revival 
which encouraged people to pray and read the Bible. Under the bishop's direction, it also contributed to 
a renewal of monasticisml. Monasteries were restored and reopened, and this in turn revitalized the 
spiritual life of the Serbian people.

In 1921, Bishop Nicholas was invited to visit America again and spent two years as a missionary 
bishop. He gave more than a hundred talks in less than six months, raising funds for his orphanages. 
Over the next twenty years, he lectured in various churches and universities.

When Germany invaded Yugoslavia on April 6, 1941, Bishop Nicholas, a fearless critic of the Nazis, 
was arrested and confined in Ljubostir Vojlovici Monastery. In 1944, he and Patriarch Gavrilo were sent 
to the death camp at Dachau. There he witnessed many atrocities and was tortured himself. When 
American troops liberated the prisoners in May 1945, the patriarch returned to Yugoslavia, but Bishop 
Nicholas went to England.
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The Communist leader Tito was just coming to power in Yugoslavia, where he persecuted the Church 
and crushed those who opposed him. Therefore, Bishop Nicholas believed he could serve the Serbian 
people more effectively by remaining abroad. He went to America in 1946, following a hectic schedule 
in spite of his health problems which were exacerbated by his time in Dachau. He taught for three years 
at St Sava's Seminary in Libertyville, IL before he settled at St Tikhon's Monastery in South Canaan, 
PA in 1951.

He taught at St Tikhon's and also served as the seminary's Dean and Rector. He was also a guest lec-
turer at St Vladimir's Seminary in NY, and at Holy Trinity Monastery in Jordanville, NY.

On Saturday March 17, 1956 Bishop Nicholas served his last Liturgy. After the service he went to the 
trapeza and gave a short talk. As he was leaving, he bowed low and said, "Forgive me, brothers." This 
was something unusual which he had not done before.

On March 18, 1956 St Nicholas fell asleep in the Lord Whom he had served throughout his life. He was 
found in his room kneeling in an attitude of prayer. Though he was buried at St Sava's Monastery in 
Libertyville, IL, he had always expressed a desire to be buried in his homeland. In April of 1991 his rel-
ics were transferred to the Chetinje Monastery in Lelich. There he was buried next to his friend and dis-
ciple Fr Justin Popovich (+ 1979).

English readers are familiar with St Nicholas's PROLOGUE FROM OCHRID, THE LIFE OF ST SAVA, 
A TREASURY OF SERBIAN SPIRITUALITY, and other writings which are of great benefit for the whole 
Church. He thought of his writings as silent sermons addressed to people who would never hear him 
preach. In his life and writings, the grace of the Holy Spirit shone forth for all to see, but in his humility 
he considered himself the least of men.

Though he was a native of Serbia, St Nicholas has a universal significance for Orthodox Christians in 
all countries. He was like a candle set upon a candlestick giving light to all (MT 5:15). A spiritual guide 
and teacher with a magnetic personality, he attracted many people to himself. He also loved them, see-
ing the image of God in each person he met. He had a special love for children, who hastened to re-
ceive his blessing whenever they saw him in the street.

He was a man of compunctionate prayer, and possessesed the gift of tears which purify the soul (St 
John Climacus, LADDER, Step 7). He was a true pastor to his flock protecting them from spiritual 
wolves, and guiding them on the path to salvation. He has left behind many soul-profiting writings which 
proclaim the truth of Christ to modern man. In them he exhorts people to love God, and to live a life of 
virtue and holiness. May we also be found worthy of the Kingdom of Heaven through the prayers of St 
Nicholas, and by the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, to Whom be glory forever. Amen.

St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral Ambo - Page 3

  PRAYER REQUESTSDeparted:  
Basil Kluchnik  + 3/7/08

Helen Barski  + 3/13/08
ILL-AFFLICTED:
Archpriest Pavel Soucek

Betty Balasz
Helen Baldner
Carol Bohurjak
Martha Bondor
John Clements
John Conrad
Michelle Dunn (cousin of Sonia 
Vorell)
Joseph Gammalo
Henry & Julia Grabowski
Bertha Gracenin
Maria Hanzel
Chrstina Helle

Jason Kleps (cousin of Maca Ty-
ler. Jason is in Kirkuk, Iraq)
Marian Kluchnik
Dorothy Laskovich
John Matson
Olga Michailuk
Michael Mytrohovich
Tammy Ponomarenko
Marshall Prock
Rebekah Samol
Julia Sankovic(child)
James Shehan
Mary Ann Silberhorn
William J. Spurlock
June Stuchlak

Elsie Sudnick
Jeanne Twitchell
Harrison Ward (Child)
Christine Witnik

Edward & Carol Jacak
& Unborn Child

Tom & Nancy Mitchell 
& Unborn Child

Nathan & Chelsea Pozderac 
& Unborn Child

Robby & Jacqui Prock
& Unborn Child

William & Petra Turko
& Newborn Nicholas
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Welcome to Our New Members
James & Constance Onest

James & Constance have recently joined our 
parish community and live in Sagamore Hills.

God bless them and grant them many years with us!

 SAVE THE DATE
   Bright Saturday, May 3.

    St. Demetrios Greek 
 Orthodox Church, welcomes     

 you to Frederica Mathewes-Green,
 author and speaker.  
        For additional information call: 

                 440-835-2348    

      STEWARDSHIP WORKSHOP
 

      There will be a stewardship workshop for all Parish 
 Council  Members, Committee chairs and any and all 
 leaders of the Parish; and any member of the parish who 
 may be interested.
  

      The Workshop will be on Saturday, March 22, 2008, 
 1:00PM., at the Parish Hall.  Mr. Joe Kormos, the Parish 
 Health Facilitator for the Midwest Diocese, will lead the 
 workshop. 
      This is very important for the future growth of our 
 parish; both spiritually and otherwise.               Fr. John

SUNDAY OF ORTHODOXY 

PAN-ORTHODOX VESPERS
ST. DEMETRIOS CHURCH, 

TODAY, 6:00 PM, 22909 Center Ridge Road.  

Homilist:  Fr. Patrick Reardon

  Dome Lighters
     Donations to offset the cost of 
 lighting the domes can be made 

  for the health of or in memory of your loved   
  ones. Contact Paul Pangrace or the Parish 
  Office if you are interested. 
   

        COFEE HOUR & GREETERS SCHEDULES 
Coffee Hour Hosts:         Greeters:   
     3/16/08  Patti Sankovic/Natalia Pricinovskis      Maca Tyler/Sonia Vorell
     3/23/08  Debbi Pinta/Joyce Tabeling        Maca Tyler/Judy Schwind
     3/30/08  Wojnicz Family                                     Eileen Bondor
     4/06/08  April to be announced.          Sonia Vorell/Maca Tyler

                                                                  

Welcome Visitors
Our parish welcomes you and thanks you for joining us at today’s Divine Liturgy.  
While only Orthodox Christians may approach the chalice for Holy Communion, 

everyone is welcome to  partake of the Holy Bread after Liturgy. 
You are also invited to join us for fellowship in the Parish Hall following Liturgy.

1st Sunday of Great Lent -  Sunday of Orthodoxy
Today we commemorate the "Triumph of Orthodoxy," the restoration of the holy icons in the reign of the holy Empress Theodora (February 11). 
 Holy Empress Theodora was the wife of the Byzantine emperor Theophilus the Iconoclast (829-842), but she did not share in the heresy of her husband and secretly 
venerated the holy icons. After the death of her husband, St Theodora governed the realm because her son Michael was a minor.
She convened a Council, at which the Iconoclasts were anathematized, and the veneration of icons was reinstated. St Theodora established the annual celebration of this 
event, the Triumph of Orthodoxy, on the first Sunday of the Great Fast. St Theodora did much for Holy Church and fostered a firm devotion to Orthodoxy in her son Michael.
When Michael came of age, she was retired from governing and spent eight years in the monastery of St Euphrosyne, where she devoted herself to ascetic struggles, and 
reading books that nourished her soul.        
A copy of the Gospels, copied in her own hand, is known to exist. She died peacefully around the year 867. 
In 1460, her relics were given by the Turks to the people of Kerkyra (Kephalonia).
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Sunday, March 16
Sunday of Orthodoxy
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
6:00 PM Sunday of Orthodoxy Pan-Orthodox 
Vespers @ St. Demetrios Church

Monday, March 17
St. Patrick

Tuesday, March 18
Repose of Nicholas of Zhicha

Wednesday, March 19
6:00 PM Presanctified 
Liturgy and Potluck

Thursday, March 20
 11:00 AM Faith Enrichment 
 @ Ridge Manor  
  6:30 PM Bible Study

Friday, March 21
6:00 PM Presanctified Liturgy and Potluck

Saturday, March 22
Memorial Saturday
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
Bible Study following Divine Liturgy
1:00 PM Stewardship Workshop
6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sunday, March 23
St. Gregory Palamas
Western Easter
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral
733 Starkweather Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 44113

Weekly Schedule
GREAT LENT

 MARCH SPECIAL 

COLLECTION REPAIR OF 
PARISH HALL ROOF


