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• Archpriest John Zdinak  
   Dean

• Archpriest Pavel Soucek              
   Attached/Retired

• Subdeacon Theodore Lentz
   Sacristan

• Reader Julius Kovach - 
   Ecclesiarch & Choirmaster

Divine Services
Eve Sundays & Feast Days
5:00 PM Confessions
6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sundays and Feast Days
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hour
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

APRIL 27, 2008
Holy Pascha

The Resurrection of our Lord

Ambo
ST.  THEODOSIUS ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL

Christ is Risen!

Indeed He is Risen!

http://www.sttheodosius.org
http://www.sttheodosius.org


Pascha (Easter)
Enjoy ye all the feast of faith; receive ye all the riches of loving-kindness. (Sermon of St 
John Chrysostom, read at Paschal Matins)

The resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead is the center of the Christian faith. St 
Paul says that if Christ is not raised from the dead, then our preaching and faith are in 
vain (I Cor. 15:14). Indeed, without the resurrection there would be no Christian preach-
ing or faith. The disciples of Christ would have remained the broken and hopeless band 
which the Gospel of John describes as being in hiding behind locked doors for fear of 
the Jews. They went nowhere and preached nothing until they met the risen Christ, the 
doors being shut (John 20: 19). Then they touched the wounds of the nails and the 
spear; they ate and drank with Him. The resurrection became the basis of everything 
they said and did (Acts 2-4): ". . . for a spirit has not flesh and bones as you see that I 
have" (Luke 24:39).

The resurrection reveals Jesus of Nazareth as not only the expected Messiah of Israel, 
but as the King and Lord of a new Jerusalem: a new heaven and a new earth.
Then I asw a new heaven and a new earth. . . the holy city, new Jerusalem. And I heard 
a great voice from the throne saying "Behold, the dwelling place of God is with men. He 
will dwell with them, and they shall be his people. . . He will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor 
pain any more, for the former things have passed away (Rev. 21:1-4).

In His death and resurrection, Christ defeats the last enemy, death, and thereby fulfills 
the mandate of His Father to subject all things under His feet (I Cor. 15:24-26).
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might 
and honor and glory and blessing (Rev. 5: 12)

THE FEAST OF FEASTS

The Christian faith is celebrated in the liturgy of the Church. True celebration is always a 
living participation. It is not a mere attendance at services. It is communion in the power 
of the event being celebrated. It is God's free gift of joy given to spiritual men as a re-
ward for their self-denial. It is the fulfillment of spiritual and physical effort and prepara-
tion. The resurrection of Christ, being the center of the Christian faith, is the basis of the 
Church's liturgical life and the true model for all celebration. This is the chosen and holy 
day, first of sabbaths, king and lord of days, the feast of feasts, holy day of holy days. 
On this day we bless Christ forevermore (Irmos 8, Paschal Canon).

PREPARATION

Twelve weeks of preparation precede the "feast of feasts." A long journey which in-
cludes five prelenten Sundays, six weeks of Great Lent and finally Holy Week is made. 
The journey moves from the self-willed exile of the prodigal son to the grace-filled en-
trance into the new Jerusalem, coming down as a bride beautifully adorned for her hus-
band (Rev. 21:2) Repentance, forgiveness, reconciliation, prayer, fasting, almsgiving, 
and study are the means by which this long journey is made.

Focusing on the veneration of the Cross at its midpoint, the lenten voyage itself reveals 
that the joy of the resurrection is achieved only through the Cross. "Through the cross 
joy has come into all the world," we sing in one paschal hymn. And in the paschal 
troparion, we repeat again and again that Christ has trampled down death - by death! St 
Paul writes that the name of Jesus is exalted above every name because He first emp-
tied Himself, taking on the lowly form of a servant and being obedient even to death on 
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the Cross (Phil. 2:5-11). The road to the celebration of the resurrection is the self-
emptying crucifixion of Lent. Pascha is the passover from death to life.

Yesterday I was buried with Thee, 0 Christ. Today I arise with Thee in Thy resurrection. 
Yesterday I was crucified with Thee: Glorify me with Thee, 0 Savior, in Thy kingdom 
(Ode 3, Paschal Canon).

THE PROCESSION

The divine services of the night of Pascha commence near midnight of Holy Saturday. 
At the Ninth Ode of the Canon of Nocturn, the priest, already vested in his brightest 
robes, removes the Holy Shroud from the tomb and carries it to the altar table, where it 
remains until the leave-taking of Pascha. The faithful stand in darkness. Then, one by 
one, they light their candles from the candle held by the priest and form a great proces-
sion out of the church. Choir, servers, priest and people, led by the bearers of the cross, 
banners, icons and Gospel book, circle the church. The bells are rung incessantly and 
the angelic hymn of the resurrection is chanted.
The procession comes to a stop before the principal doors of the church. Before the 
closed doors the priest and the people sing the troparion of Pascha, "Christ is risen from 
the dead. . .", many tImes. Even before entenng the church the priest and people ex-
change the paschal greeting: "Christ is nsen! Indeed He is risen!" This segment of the 
paschal services is extremely important. It preserves in the expenence of the Church 
the primitive accounts of the resurrection of Christ as recorded in the Gospels. The an-
gel rolled away the stone from the tomb not to let a biologically revived but physically 
entrapped Christ walk out, but to reveal that "He is not here; for He has risen, as He 
said" (Matt. 28:6).
In the paschal canon we sing:

Thou didst arise, 0 Christ, and yet the tomb remained sealed, as at Thy birth the Virgin's 
womb remained unharmed; and Thou has opened for us the gates of paradise (Ode 6).
Finally, the procession of light and song in the darkness of night, and the thunderous 
proclamation that, indeed, Christ is risen, fulfill the words of the Evangelist John: "The 
light shines in darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it" (John 1:5).
The doors are opened and the faithful re-enter. The church is bathed in light and 
adorned with flowers. It is the heavenly bride and the symbol of the empty tomb:

Bearing life and more fruitful than paradise Brighter than any royal chamber, Thy tomb, 
0 Christ, is the fountain or our resurrection (Paschal Hours).

MATINS

Matins commences immediately. The risen Christ is glorified in the singing of the beauti-
ful canon of St John of Damascus. The paschal greeting is repeatedly exchanged. Near 
the end of Matins the paschal verses are sung. They relate the entire narrative of the 
Lord's resurrection. They conclude with the words calling us to actualize among each 
other the forgiveness freely given to all by God:
This is the day of resurrection. Let us be illumined by the feast. Let us embrace each 
other. Let us call "brothers" even those who hate us, And forgive all by the resurrection. . 
.

The sermon of St John Chrysostom is then read by the celebrant. The sermon was 
originally composed as a baptismal instruction. It is retained by the Church in the pas-
chal services because everything about the night of Pascha recalls the Sacrament of 
Baptism: the language and general terminology of the liturgical texts, the specific 
hymns, the vestment color, the use of candles and the great procession itself. Now the 
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sermon invites us to a great reaffirmation of our baptism: to union with Christ in the re-
ceiving of Holy Communion.

If any man is devout and loves God, let him enjoy this fair and radiant triumphal feast. . . 
the table is fully laden; feast you all sumptuously. . . the calf is fatted, let no one go hun-
gry away. . .

THE DIVINE LITURGY

The sermon announces the imminent beginning of the Divine Liturgy. The altar table is 
fully laden with the divine food: the Body and Blood of the risen and glorified Christ. No 
one is to go away hungry. The service books are very specific in saying that only he 
who partakes of the Body and Blood of Christ eats the true Pascha. The Divine Liturgy, 
therefore, normally follows immediately after paschal Matins. Foods from which the 
faithful have been asked to abstain during the lenten journey are blessed and eaten 
only after the Divine Liturgy.

THE DAY WITHOUT EVENING

Pascha is the inauguration of a new age. It reveals the mystery of the eighth day. It is 
our taste, in this age, of the new and unending day of the Kingdom of God. Something 
of this new and unending day is conveyed to us in the length of the paschal services, in 
the repetition of the paschal order for all the services of Bright Week, and in the special 
paschal features retained in the services for the forty days until Ascension. Forty days 
are, as it were, treated as one day. Together they comprise the symbol of the new time 
in which the Church lives and toward which she ever draws the faithful, from one degree 
of glory to another.

0 Christ, great and most holy Pascha. 0 Wisdom, Word and Power of God, grant that 
we may more perfectly partake of Thee in the never-ending day of Thy kingdom (Ninth 
Ode, Paschal Canon).
The V. Rev. Paul Lazor New York, 1977 at www.oca.org
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DEPARTED:  

Metropolitan Laurus  + 3/16/08

Archbishop Gregory + 4/16/08
Archpriest Eugene Vansuch 
 + 3/23/08

Dorothy Ferencz + 3/17/08
Roberta Coleman  + 4/8/08

ILL-AFFLICTED:
Archpriest Pavel Soucek
Subdeacon Theodore Lentz
Helen Baldner
Carol Bohurjak
Mary Chrewan
Michelle Dunn (cousin of Sonia 
Vorell)
Joseph Gammalo
Henry & Julia Grabowski

Maria Hanzel
Chrstina Helle
Jason Kleps (cousin of Maca Tyler. 
Jason is in Kirkuk, Iraq)
Marian Kluchnik
Mary Ann Kovach
Dorothy Laskovich
John Matson
Olga Michailuk
Dan O’Donnell
Rebekah Samol
Julia Sankovic(child)
James Shehan
Mary Ann Silberhorn
William J. Spurlock
Elsie Sudnick
Harrison Ward (Child)

William & Suzanne Frazier
& Unborn Child

Cara Ann Gartman
& Unborn Child
Edward & Carol Jacak
& Unborn Child

Tom & Nancy Mitchell 
& Unborn Child

William George & Mara Oprisko
& Unborn Child

Nathan & Chelsea Pozderac 
& Unborn Child

Robby & Jacqui Prock
& Unborn Child

William & Petra Turko
& Newborn Nicholas

  PRAYER REQUESTS

http://www.oca.org
http://www.oca.org
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Welcome Visitors
Our parish welcomes you and thanks you for joining us at today’s Divine Liturgy.  
While only Orthodox Christians may approach the chalice for Holy Communion, 

everyone is welcome to  partake of the Holy Bread after Liturgy. 

        COFEE HOUR & GREETERS SCHEDULES 
Coffee Hour Hosts:                 Greeters:   
     4/27/08  No Coffee Hour               Debbi Pinta/Michael Tabeling
     5/04/08   Donna Jacak              Linda Smozer/Phyllis Gindlesperger
     5/11/08   Kate Zolikoff                    Eileen & Steven Bondor
     5/18/08   Mary Swit/Tammy Ponomarenko   Debbi Pinta/Michael Tabeling

                                                                  

ANNOUNCEMENT
    St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox 
Church, Bright Saturday, May 3, 

event has been postponed 
until Fall, 2008.   

Dome Lighters 
Donations to offset the cost of lighting the

 domes can be made for the health of or in  
 memory of your loved ones. Contact Paul 
 Pangrace or the Parish Office if you are   
 interested.

           For the weeks of April 20 -   

         & April 27    ~  Anonymous

 APRIL SPECIAL 

COLLECTION - IOCC

	      orthodox 
                  study bibles
    The long awaited Complete Orthodox 
Study Bibles are now available.  We have 
been able to order them at a special price 
of $29.95.  Please see Paul Pangrace to 
place an order.  One box is already gone!

            FOCA DINNER AND A MOVIE
On Bright Tuesday, April 29, 

Cathedral FOCA will hold a Dinner & A Movie Night, 
6:00 P.M. at Hoggies, Cinemax in Valley View. 

For additional information contact 
Darrell Felon at 440-238-3837 

Everyone welcome!!

ALL PARISHIONERS AND 
VISITING GUESTS

  Please join us at Coffee Hour  on   

  May 4th.  FREE Barbie doll 

  clothes for all who attend!

St. Innocent
Orthodox Church

Olmsted Falls, Ohio

BRIGHT FRIDAY 

DINNER DANCE

Friday May 2, 2008
Ledgewood Clubhouse

17761 Falling Water Rd Strongsville, OH 44136

Dinner at 7:00
Music Provided By

FRED ZIWICH
& HIS INTERNATIONAL SOUND MACHINE

COST

$20.00 Ages 13 & Up

$5.00 Ages 6-12

Free 5 & under

Casual Dress No Jeans

For tickets or additional information call Dn. Michael/Lu Timko 216.476.8883 
Julie Hall 440.567.6644 or Susan Skinner-Kidd 330.334.7892

        

SATURDAY, MAY 10TH

  CORSAGE MAKING CLASS
CHILDREN  OF ALL AGES ARE INVITED 
TO THIS FUN FREE WORKSHOP IN WHICH

          EVERYONE WILL MAKE A CORSAGE FOR THEIR 
      MOTHER, GRANDMOTHER, GODMOTHER OR OTHER 
      BELOVED PERSON.   ALL CORSAGE MATERIALS
     PROVIDED - AND - THERE’S  A FREE LUNCH, TOO!  

                         11 AM in the Parish Hall  
 

CALL VIRGINIA MEDVEC TO RESERVE SPOTS 
FOR YOURSELVES AND/OR YOUR CHILDREN

 

440-892-4562
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    THANK YOU 

   .... to all who volunteered their time 

and their efforts to help prepare for 

a blessed and Holy Pascha.  

Fr. John
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Spend the day with 

FATHER PETER GILLQUIST
 Saturday, May 17   

  St. Matthew’s Church, 
10383 Albion Rd., 
North Royalton. 

 “UNSEEN WARFARE”
Registration at 10 a.m.

Conference begins at 10:30 a.m. and ends with Vespers at 4 p.m. 

$15 in advance; $20 after May 3. 

    For information call Bonnie Harmon at 440-826-0662. 

Ladies’ Luncheon on Friday, May 16 with 

Khourie Marilyn Gillquist 
from Noon-2:00 p.m. at St. Matthew’s. 

Bring your favorite dish.
Donations appreciated.

  To register, volunteer, donate or ask questions call: 
  Bonnie Harmon at 440-826-0662
  Cindy George at 440-526-6544
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Sunday, April 27
Great & Holy Pascha
12:00 Midnight Paschal Vigil
(Matins & Divine Liturgy followed by 
Agape Meals & breaking of the Fast) 
Blessing of Baskets

Monday, April 28
Bright Monday                               
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy                       

Tuesday, April 29
Bright Tuesday

Wednesday, April 30
Bright Wednesday
    

Thursday, May 1
Bright Thursday
11:00 AM Faith Enrichment
@Olive Garden Parmatown, Day Drive
6:30 PM Bible Study @Parish Hall

Friday, May 2
Bright Friday

Saturday, May 3
Bright Saturday

Sunday, May 4
St. Thomas Sunday
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
12:00 Noon Blessing of graves at Cemetery

                     

St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral
733 Starkweather Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 44113

Weekly Schedule

Christ is Risen!  Indeed He is Risen!
Hristos Anesti!  Alethos Anesti!

Christos Voskrese! Voistinu Voskrese!
El Massih Kham!  Haaken Kham!


