
        

  

                         

           

                                  

   

                    HOLY APOSTLES PETER AND PAUL 

 St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral Ambo - Page 1

733 Starkweather Ave.
Cleveland, Ohio 44113

Mailing:
733 Starkweather Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 44113

T 216 741.1310
F 216 623 1092
www.sttheodosius.org

• Archpriest John Zdinak  
   Dean

• Archpriest Pavel Soucek              
   Attached/Retired

• Subdeacon Theodore Lentz
   Sacristan

• Reader Julius Kovach - 
   Ecclesiarch & Choirmaster

Divine Services
Eve Sundays & Feast Days
5:00 PM Confessions
6:00 PM Great Vespers
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Sermon of Saint Augustine, Bishop of Hippo

Today the Holy Church piously remembers the sufferings of the Holy Glorious and All-Praised 
Apostles Peter and Paul.

St. Peter, the fervent follower of Jesus Christ, for the profound confession of His Divinity: "Thou 
art the Christ, the Son of the Living God," was deemed worthy by the Savior to hear in answer, 
"Blessed art thou, Simon ... I tell thee, that thou art Peter [Petrus], and on this stone [petra] I 
build My Church" (Mt.16:16-18). On "this stone" [petra], is on that which thou sayest: "Thou art 
the Christ, the Son of the Living God" it is on this thy confession I build My Church. Wherefore 
the "thou art Peter": it is from the "stone" [petra] that Peter [Petrus] is, and not from Peter [Pe-
trus] that the "stone" [petra] is, just as the Christian is from Christ, and not Christ from the Chris-
tian. Do you want to know, from what sort of "rock" [petra] the Apostle Peter [Petrus] was 
named? Hear the Apostle Paul: "Brethren, I do not want ye to be ignorant," says the Apostle of 
Christ, "how all our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; and all 
were baptized unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; and did all drink the same spiritual drink: 
for they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that Rock was Christ" (1 Cor.10: 1-
4). Here is the from whence the "Rock" is Peter.

Our Lord Jesus Christ, in the final days of His earthly life, in the days of His mission to the race 
of man, chose from among the disciples His twelve Apostles to preach the Word of God. Among 
them, the Apostle Peter for his fiery ardor was vouchsafed to occupy the first place (Mt.10:2) 
and to be as it were the representative person for all the Church. Therefore it is said to him, 
preferentially, after the confession: "I will give unto thee the keys of the Kingdom of Heaven: and 
whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth, shall be bound in the heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt 
loose on earth: shall be loosed in heaven" (Mt.16: 19). Therefore it was not one man, but rather 
the One Universal Church, that received these "keys" and the right "to bind and loosen." And 
that it was actually the Church that received this right, and not exclusively a single person, turn 
your attention to another place of the Scriptures, where the same Lord says to all His Apostles, 
"Receive ye the Holy Spirit" and further after this, "Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remit-
ted unto them: and whose soever sins ye retain, are retained" (John 20: 22-23); or: "whatsoever 
ye bind upon the earth, shall be bound in Heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth, shall 
be loosened in heaven" (Mt.18:18). Thus, it is the Church that binds, the Church that loosens; 
the Church, built upon the foundational cornerstone, Jesus Christ Himself (Eph 2:20), doth bind 
and loosen. Let both the binding and the loosening be feared: the loosening, in order not to fall 
under this again; the binding, in order not to remain forever in this condition. Therefore "Iniqui-
ties ensnare a man, and everyone is bound in the chains of his own sins," says Wisdom (Prov 
5:22); and except for Holy Church nowhere is it possible to receive the loosening.

After His Resurrection the Lord entrusted the Apostle Peter to shepherd His spiritual flock not 
because, that among the disciples only Peter alone was pre-deserved to shepherd the flock of 
Christ, but Christ addresses Himself chiefly to Peter because, that Peter was first among the 
Apostles and as such the representative of the Church; besides which, having turned in this in-
stance to Peter alone, as to the top Apostle, Christ by this confirms the unity of the Church. "Si-
mon of John" -- says the Lord to Peter -- "lovest thou Me?" -- and the Apostle answered: "Yea, 
Lord, Thou knowest that I love Thee"; and a second time it was thus asked, and a second time 
he thus answered; being asked a third time, seeing that as it were not believed, he was sad-
dened. But how is it possible for him not to believe That One, Who knew his heart? And where-
fore then Peter answered: "Lord, Thou knowest all; Thou knowest that I love Thee." "And sayeth 
Jesus to him" all three times "Feed My sheep" (John 20:15-17).

Besides this, the triple appealing of the Savior to Peter and the triple confession of Peter before 
the Lord had a particular beneficial purpose for the Apostle. That one, to whom was given "the 
keys of the kingdom" and the right "to bind and to loose," bound himself thrice by fear and cow-
ardice (Mt.26:69-75), and the Lord thrice loosens him by His appeal and in turn by his confes-
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sion of strong love. And to shepherd literally the flock of Christ was acquired by all the Apostles 
and their successors. "Take heed, therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock," the Apostle 
Paul urges church presbyters, "over which the Holy Spirit hath made you overseers, to feed the 
Church of the God, which He hath purchased with His own blood" (Acts 20:28); and the Apostle 
Peter to the elders: "Feed the flock of God which is among you, taking the oversight thereof not 
by constraint, but willingly: not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind: neither as being lords over 
God's heritage, but being examples to the flock. And when is appeared the Prince of pastors, ye 
will receive unfading crowns of glory" (1 Pet. 5:2-4).

It is remarkable that Christ, having said to Peter: "Feed My sheep," did not say: "Feed thy 
sheep," but rather to feed, good servant, the sheep of the Lord. "Is Christ divided? was Paul 
crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul?" (1 Cor.1:13). "Feed My sheep". 
Wherefore "wolfish robbers, wolfish oppressors, deceitful teachers and mercenaries, not being 
concerned about the flock" (Mt.7:15; Acts 20:29; 2 Pet 2:1; John 10:12), having plundered a 
strange flock and making of the spoils as though it be of their own particular gain, they think that 
they feed their flock. Such are not good pastors, as pastors of the Lord. "The good shepherd 
giveth his life for the sheep" (John 10:11), entrusted to Him by the chief Shepherd Himself (1 
Pet 5:4). And the Apostle Peter, true to his calling, gave his soul for the very flock of Christ, hav-
ing sealed his apostleship by a martyr's death, is now glorified throughout all the world.

The Apostle Paul, formerly Saul, was changed from a robbing wolf into a meek lamb. Formerly 
he was an enemy of the Church, then is manifest as an Apostle. Formerly he stalked it, then 
preached it. Having received from the high priests the authority at large to throw all Christians in 
chains for execution, he was already on the way, he breathed out "threatenings and slaughter 
against the disciples of the Lord" (Acts 9:1), he thirsted for blood, but "He that dwells in the 
Heavens shall laugh him to scorn" (Ps 2:4). When he, "having persecuted and vexed" in such 
manner "the Church of God" (1Cor.15:9; Acts 8:5), he came near Damascus, and the Lord from 
Heaven called to him: "Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me?" and I am here, and I am there, I 
am everywhere: here is My head; there is My body. There becomes nothing of a surprise in this; 
we ourselves are members of the Body of Christ. "Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me; it is 
hard for thee to kick against the goad" (Acts 9:4-5). Saul, however, "trembling and frightened", 
cried out: "Who art Thou, Lord?" The Lord answered him, "I am Jesus Whom thou persecutest."

And Saul suddenly undergoes a change: "What wantest Thou me to do?" -- he cries out. And 
suddenly for him there is the Voice: "Arise, and go to the city, and it shall be told thee what thou 
must do" (Acts 9:6). Here the Lord sends Ananias: "Arise and go into the street" to a man, "by 
the name of Saul," and baptize him, "for this one is a chosen vessel unto Me, to bear My name 
before the Gentiles, and kings, and the children of Israel" (Acts 9: 11, 15, 18). This vessel must 
be filled with My Grace. "Ananias, however, answered: Lord, I have heard from many about this 
man, how much evil he hath done to Thy saints in Jerusalem: and here he hath authority from 
the chief priests to bind all who call on Thy Name" (Acts 9:13-14). But the Lord urgently com-
mands Ananias: "Search for and fetch him, for this vessel is chosen by Me: for I shall show him 
what great things he must suffer for My name's sake" (Acts 9:11, 15-16).

And actually the Lord did show the Apostle Paul what things he had to suffer for His Name. He 
instructed him the deeds; He did not stop at the chains, the fetters, the prisons and shipwrecks; 
He Himself felt for him in his sufferings, He Himself guided him towards this day. On a single 
day the memory of the sufferings of both these Apostles is celebrated, though they suffered on 
separate days, but by the spirit and the closeness of their suffering they constitute one. Peter 
went first, and Paul followed soon after him. Formerly called Saul, and then Paul, having trans-
formed his pride into humility. His very name (Paulus), meaning "small, little, less," demon-
strates this. What is the Apostle Paul after this? Ask him, and he himself gives answer to this: "I 
am," says he, "the least of the Apostles... but I have labored more abundantly than all of them: 
yet not I, but the grace of God, which was with me" (1 Cor.15:9-10).
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And so, brethren, celebrating now the memory of the holy Apostles Peter and Paul, remember-
ing their venerable sufferings, we esteem their true faith and holy life, we esteem the innocence 
of their sufferings and pure confession. Loving in them the sublime quality and imitating them by 
great exploits, "in which to be likened to them" (2 Thess 3: 5-9), and we shall attain to that eter-
nal bliss which is prepared for all the saints. The path of our life before was more grievous, 
thornier, harder, but "we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses" (Heb 12: 
1), having passed by along it, made now for us easier, and lighter, and more readily passable. 
First there passed along it "the author and finisher of our faith," our Lord Jesus Christ Himself 
(Heb 12: 2); His daring Apostles followed after Him; then the martyrs, children, women, virgins 
and a great multitude of witnesses. Who acted in them and helped them on this path? He Who 
said, "Without Me ye can do nothing" (John 15: 5).
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Welcome Visitors
Our parish welcomes you and thanks you for joining us at today’s Divine Liturgy.  
While only Orthodox Christians may approach the chalice for Holy Communion, 

everyone is welcome to  partake of the Holy Bread after Liturgy. 

DEPARTED:  
Andrew Kovach  + 5/27/08
Sofija Schurowliew  
+ 5/30/08
Henry Pfeiffer  + 6/05/08

ILL-AFFLICTED:
Archpriest Pavel Soucek 
and Mat. Paula
Alice Artino
Helen Baldner
Carol Bohurjak
Martha Bondor
Mary Chrewan

John Conrad
Bernice Ferencz
Joseph Gammalo
Henry & Julia Grabowski
Maria Hanzel
Christina Helle
Jason Kleps (cousin of Maca 
Tyler. Jason is in Kirkuk, Iraq)
Marian Kluchnik
Mary Ann Kovach
Dorothy Laskovich
John Matson

Olga Michailuk
Dan O’Donnell
Rebekah Samol
Julia Sankovic(child)
Mary Ann Silberhorn
William J. Spurlock
Elsie Sudnick
Harrison Ward (Child)
Helen Zawisza (Joe Rusynyk’s 
sister)

William & Suzanne Frazier
& Unborn Child

Cara Ann Gartman
& Unborn Child

Edward & Carol Jacak
& Unborn Child
Tom & Nancy Mitchell 
& Unborn Child

William George & Mara 
Oprisko
& Unborn Child

Robby & Jacqui Prock
& Unborn Child

  

PRAYER REQUESTS

        COFEE HOUR & GREETERS SCHEDULES 
Coffee Hour Hosts:                 Greeters:   
     6/29/08   Mat. Cindy Zdinak                           Paul Pangrace
     7/06/08   Mary Swit/Tammy Ponomarenko    Steven and Eileen Bondor
     7/13/08   Karen Felon                                     To be announced
     7/20/08   Karen Felon                Phyllis Gindlesperger/Virginia Medvec

Dome Lighters
  Donations to offset the cost  
  of lighting the domes can be
  made for the health of or in
  memory of your loved ones. 
  Contact Paul Pangrace or 
  the Parish Office. 

Finance Committee 
Meeting Monday,
August 11,  2008  

5:30 PM
@Ridge Manor

      PARISH COUNCIL MEETING
The next Parish Council Meeting 

will be held on Tuesday,  
August 12, at 6:00 PM 

@ Ridge Manor

orthodox study bibles
     The Complete Orthodox Study 
Bibles are now available.We have 
been able to order them at a spe-
cial price of $33.00.  Please see 
Paul Pangrace to place an order.  
Free shipping is no longer avail-
able.

For your

 convenience, 

we will have

HOMEMADE  

 APRICOT, NUT  and 

POPPYSEED ROLLS for

   sale at every Sunday’s  

   Coffee Hour.    $8.00 ea.

     FOCA MEETING TODAY

There will be an FOCA MEETING 
today during COFFEE HOUR.
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LCBA BRANCH 17 PICNIC
         The Local Branch 17 of the Loyal Christian 

Benefit Association, Orthodox Division, is please to 

invite members and their guests to a PICNIC to be 

held on Sunday, July 20, at St. Michael's 

"Shanty," 5025 E. Mill Rd, Broadview Hts.

     The afternoon's activities will begin at 12:00 

noon with a pre-need seminar (funeral planning) 

presented by the LCBA.  The society's products 

and their benefits will be explained, and questions 

will be answered.    
   

     Complimentary food and drink will follow with 

an opportunity to meet and chat with fellow mem-

bers. Former UROBA and OSA memorabilia will 

be on display. Games available for the young at 

heart.

RSVP no later than July 6th to:

   Michael Pilat: (440) 243-4451 

milo232@sbcglobal.net

   Olga Matsko: (440) 886-3467

GOLF OUTING
               5th Annual

HOLY TRINITY ORTHODOX 
CHURCH GOLF OUTING
   4-PERSON SCRAMBLE

Seneca Golf Course
Saturday, July 19, 2008

Tee times begin at 10:00 AM
$70 per person - 18 holes
$45 per person - 9 holes

  Price includes: golf, cart, lunch, dinner, prizes
      Contact Alex Cundik with questions 

at 440-877-1980  
          RESERVATIONS DUE BY JULY 10!

TREMONT ARTS FESTIVAL 
 

     Please mark your calendars...

Saturday,  September 20
11:00 AM - 6:00 PM

and
Sunday, September 21  

Noon - 5:00 PM
 

    Details forthcoming.....   
                           Michael Tabeling

  MARK THIS DATE 

ON YOUR CALENDARS

    SUNDAY, JULY 27, 2008

    ..... CHURCH PICNIC

     details forthcoming....

 RIDGE MANOR 

PARTY CENTER
     is selling HOMEMADE 

     APRICOT ROLLS, 

     NUT ROLLS and 

      POPPYSEED ROLLS    

                                  $8.00 each.   

     Place orders by calling Sharon Glagola 

at 216-749-5509.

mailto:milo232@sbcglobal.net
mailto:milo232@sbcglobal.net
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Sunday, June 29
HOLY APOSTLES PETER AND PAUL
All Saints of America
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
FOCA MEETING during Coffee Hour

Monday, June 30
Synaxis Of The Twelve Apostles

Tuesday, July 1
Sts. Cosmos & Damien

Wednesday, July 2
St. John Maximovich

Thursday, July 3

       Friday, July 4
                       St Andrew the 
                Archbishop of Crete

      Friday, July 4

	

	

        Saturday, July 5
        6:00 PM Vespers

	    Sunday, July 6
	    9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral
733 Starkweather Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 44113

Weekly Schedule


