
        

  

                 

Hieromartyr Cyprian the Bishop of Carthage           
       The Hieromartyr Cyprian, Bishop of Carthage, was born in about the 
year 200 in the city of Carthage (Northern Africa), where all his life and 
work took place. Thascius Cyprianus was the son of a rich pagan sena-
tor, and received a fine secular education becoming a splendid orator, 
and a teacher of rhetoric and philosophy in the school of Carthage. He 
often appeared in the courts to defend his fellow citizens.

Cyprian afterwards recalled that for a long time "he remained in a deep 
dark mist.., far from the light of Truth." His fortune, received from his par-
ents and from his work, was spent on sumptuous banquets, but they 
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were not able to quench in him the thirst for truth. He became acquainted with the writings of the 
Apologist Tertullian, and became convinced of the truth of Christianity. The holy bishop later 
wrote that he thought it was impossible for him to attain to the regeneration promised by the 
Savior, because of his habits.
He was helped by his friend and guide, the presbyter Cecilius, who assured him of the power of 
God's grace. At 46 years of age the studious pagan was received into the Christian community 
as a catechumen. Before accepting Baptism, he distributed his property to the poor and moved 
into the house of the presbyter Cecilius.
When St Cyprian was finally baptized, he wrote in the Treatise To Donatus: "When the water of 
regeneration cleansed the impurity of my former life, a light from on high shone into my heart... 
and the Spirit transformed me into a new man by a second birth. Then at once, in a miraculous 
manner, certainty replaced doubt, mysteries were revealed, and darkness became light.... Then 
it was possible to acknowledge that what was born of the flesh and lived for sin was earthly, but 
what the Holy Spirit had vivified began to be of God.... In God and from God is all our strength.... 
Through Him we, while living upon the earth, have a hint of future bliss."
Two years after his Baptism, the saint was ordained to the priesthood. When Bishop Donatus of 
Carthage died, St Cyprian was unanimously chosen as bishop. He gave his consent, having 
complied with his guide's request, and was consecrated Bishop of Carthage in the year 248.
The saint first of all concerned himself about the welfare of the Church and the eradication of 
vices among the clergy and flock. The saintly life of the archpastor evoked in everyone a desire 
to imitate his piety, humility and wisdom. The fruitful activity of St Cyprian became known be-
yond the bounds of his diocese. Bishops from other sees often turned to him for advice on how 
to deal with various matters.
A persecution by the emperor Decius (249-251), revealed to the saint in a vision, forced him to 
go into hiding. His life was necessary to his flock for the strengthening of faith and courage 
among the persecuted. Before his departure from his diocese, the saint distributed the church 
funds among all the clergy for the aid of the needy, and in addition he sent further funds.
He kept in constant touch with the Carthaginian Christians through his epistles, and he wrote 
letters to presbyters, confessors and martyrs. Some Christians, broken by torture, offered sacri-
fice to the pagan gods. These lapsed Christians appealed to the confessors, asking to give 
them what is called a letter of reconciliation, i.e. an certificate for accepting them back into the 
Church. St Cyprian wrote a general letter to all the Carthaginian Christians, stating that those 
who lapsed during a time of persecution might be admitted into the Church, but this must be 
preceded by an investigation of the circumstances under which the falling away came about. It 
was necessary to determine the sincerity of contrition of the lapsed. To admit them was possible 
only after penance, and with the permission of the bishop. Some of the lapsed insistently de-
manded their immediate re-admittance into the Church and caused unrest in the whole commu-
nity. St Cyprian wrote the bishops of other dioceses asking their opinion, and from all he re-
ceived full approval of his directives.
During his absence the saint authorized four priests to examine the lives of persons preparing 
for ordination to the priesthood and the deaconate. This met with resistance from the layman 
Felicissimus and the presbyter Novatus, roused to indignation against their bishop. St Cyprian 
excommunicated Felicissimus and six of his followers. In his letter to the flock, the saint touch-
ingly admonished all not to separate themselves from the unity of the Church, to be subject to 
the lawful commands of the bishop and to await his return. This letter kept the majority of Car-
thaginian Christians faithful to the Church.
In a short while, St Cyprian returned to his flock. The insubordination of Felicissimus was put to 
an end at a local Council in the year 251. This Council decreed that it was possible to receive 
the lapsed back into the Church after a penance, and it affirmed the excommunication of Feli-
cissimus.
During this time there occurred a new schism, led by the Roman presbyter Novatian, and joined 
by the Carthaginian presbyter Novatus, a former adherent of Felicissimus. Novatian asserted 
that those who lapsed during a time of persecution could not be readmitted, even if they re-
pented of their sin. Besides this, Novatian with the help of Novatus convinced three Italian bish-
ops during the lifetime of the lawful Roman bishop Celerinus to place another bishop on the 
Roman cathedra. Against such iniquity, St Cyprian wrote a series of encyclicals to the African 
bishops, and later a whole book, ON THE UNITY OF THE CHURCH."
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When the discord in the Carthage church began to quiet down, a new calamity began: a pesti-
lential plague flared up. Hundreds of people fled from the city, leaving the sick without help, and 
the dead without burial. St Cyprian, providing an example by his firmness and his courage, 
tended the sick and buried the dead himself, not only Christians but also pagans. The plague 
was accompanied by drought and famine. A horde of barbarian Numidians, taking advantage of 
the misfortune, fell upon the inhabitants, taking many into captivity. St Cyprian moved many rich 
Carthaginians to offer up means for feeding the starving and ransoming captives.
When a new persecution against Christians spread under the emperor Valerian (253-259), the 
Carthaginian proconsul Paternus ordered the saint to offer sacrifice to idols. He steadfastly re-
fused to do this. He also refused to give the names and addresses of the presbyters of the 
church of Carthage. They sent the saint to the city of Curubis, and Deacon Pontus voluntarily 
followed his bishop into exile.
On the day the saint arrived at the place of exile he had a vision, predicting for him a quick mar-
tyr's end. While in exile, St Cyprian wrote many letters and books. Desiring to suffer at Car-
thage, he returned there. Taken before the court, he was set at liberty until the following year. 
Nearly all the Christians of Carthage came to take leave of their bishop and receive his blessing.
At the trial, St Cyprian calmly and firmly refused to offer sacrifice to idols and was sentenced to 
beheading with a sword. Hearing the sentence, St Cyprian said, "Thanks be to God!" All the 
people cried out with one voice, "Let us also be beheaded with him!"
Coming to the place of execution, the saint again gave his blessing to all and arranged to give 
twenty-five gold coins to the executioner. He then tied a handkerchief over his eyes, and gave 
his hands to be bound to the presbyter and archdeacon standing near him and lowered his 
head. Christians put their cloths and napkins in front of him so as to collect the martyr's blood. 
St Cyprian was executed in the year 258. The body of the saint was taken by night and given 
burial in a private crypt of the procurator Macrobius Candidianus.
Some say that his holy relics were transferred to France in the time of King Charles the Great 
(i.e. Charlemagne, 771-814).
St Cyprian of Carthage left the Church a precious legacy: his writings and 80 letters. The works 
of St Cyprian were accepted by the Church as a model of Orthodox confession and read at two 
Ecumenical Councils (Ephesus and Chalcedon).
In the writings of St Cyprian the Orthodox teaching about the Church is stated: It has its founda-
tion upon the Lord Jesus Christ, and was proclaimed and built up by the Apostles. The inner 
unity is expressed in an unity of faith and love, and the outer unity is actualized by the hierarchy 
and sacraments of the Church.
In the Church Christ comprises all the fulness of life and salvation. Those having separated 
themselves from the unity of the Church do not have true life in themselves. Christian love is 
shown as the bond that holds the Church together. "Love is the foundation of all the virtues, and 
it continues with us eternally in the Heavenly Kingdom."
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PRAYER REQUESTS
DEPARTED:  

William J. Spurlock  + 8/12/08

Mikola Floresku  + 8/26/08

ILL-AFFLICTED:

Archpriest Pavel Soucek 
and Mat. Paula
Subdeacon Theodore Lentz
Jerry Arangelovich
Alice Artino
Helen Baldner
Carol Bohurjak
Martha Bondor
Mary Chrewan
John Conrad

Joseph Gammalo
Henry & Julia Grabowski
Maria Hanzel
Christina Helle
Jason Kleps (cousin of Maca Tyler. Ja-
son is in Kirkuk, Iraq)
Marian Kluchnik
Mary Ann Kovach
Dorothy Laskovich
John Matson
Olga Michailuk
Dan O’Donnell
Walter & Grace Parhamovich (Karen 
Felon’s parents)
Julia Sankovic(child)

Mary Ann Silberhorn
Elsie Sudnick
Harrison Ward (Child)
Helen Zawisza (Joe Rusynyk’s sister) 

William & Suzanne Frazier
& Unborn Child

Cara Ann Gartman
& Unborn Child

Tom & Nancy Mitchell 
& Unborn Child

William George & Mara Oprisko & 
Unborn Child
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Welcome Visitors
Our parish welcomes you and thanks you for joining us at today’s Divine Liturgy.  
While only Orthodox Christians may approach the chalice for Holy Communion, 

everyone is welcome to  partake of the Holy Bread after Liturgy. 

        COFEE HOUR & GREETERS SCHEDULES 
Coffee Hour Hosts:                 Greeters:   

     8/31/08    Natalia Pricinovskis        Debbi Pinta/Joyce Tabeling
     9/07/08    Mat. Cindy Zdinak          Eileen Bondor
     9/14/08    Nick & Kate Zolikoff                         Debbi Pinta
     9/21/08    Maca Tyler/Judy Schwind               Paul Pangrace/Darrell Felon
      

For your convenience, we will 
have HOMEMADE APRICOT, 
NUT  and POPPYSEED ROLLS 
for sale at every Sunday’s Cof-
fee Hour.  Homemade rolls are

  also available at the Ridge Manor
  Party Center.  Please call Sharon
  Glagola at  216-749-5509.     
                  Only $8.00 each.Dome Lighters

                          Donations to offset the cost of lighting the domes can be        
       made for the health of or in memory of your loved ones.   
       Contact the Parish Office if you are interested.  
      August 15 - September 21:
         In Memory of parents Anna & Vasili Pricinovskis - 
   by Igors & Natalia Pricinovskis      

GOD’S GIFTS TO US - 

OUR GIFTS TO GOD

    Weekly expenses:         $6,538.00 

    Last week’s collection:   $2,021.00
            Over/Under         < $4,517.00 >

SAVE 
THIS 

DATE   

ST. THEODOSIUS the 
Archbishop of Chernigov
PATRON SAINT 

DINNER 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 7

  12:30 PM 
AT RIDGE MANOR

 Adults $20.00  
Children $8.00

Contact: 

Maca Tyler at 440-899-0053
Judy Schwind at 440-235-5468

Frank in Bookstore

Finance Committee 
Meeting Monday,

SEPTEMBER 8,  2008  
5:30 PM

@Ridge Manor

     PARISH COUNCIL 
                 MEETING
The next Parish Council Meeting 

will be held on Tuesday,  
SEPTEMBER 9, at 6:00 PM 

@ Ridge Manor

IOCC BASEBALL GAMES
  FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 12

Contact Frank Tkacz 
at 216-351-1011

Tickets are $20.00.

  September 1 - Church New Year 
 

The first day of the Church New Year is 
also called the beginning of the Indiction. 
The term Indiction comes from a Latin word 
meaning, "to impose." It was originally ap-
plied to the imposition of taxes in Egypt. 
The first worldwide Indiction was in 312 
when the Emperor Constantine (May 21) 
saw a miraculous vision of the Cross in the 
sky. Before the introduction of the Julian 
calendar, Rome began the New Year on 
September 1.

According to Holy Tradition, Christ entered 
the synagogue on September 1 to an-
nounce His mission to mankind.
Tradition says that the Hebrews entered the 
Promised Land in September.
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ST. INNOCENT GOLF OUTING
Sunday, 21 September 2008

Springvale Golf Course
5871 Canterbury Rd
North Olmsted, OH

Registration: 12:00 Noon to 12:45 pm
Tee-off time: 12:50 pm

Cost: $75 donation for golfers includes
18 holes of golf, plus a cart lunch, and

a steak dinner
Non-golfers who want to join the golfers

for fellowship, 
the steak dinner alone is $18

Children are welcome
There will be free hotdogs 

for all the kids
For more information, please contact

Suzan Virosteck, 330-725-8796 
or Kirk Ries, 216-973-9391

   The Tremont 
   Arts Festival 

 

 Please mark your calendars
 for the Tremont Arts Festival

Saturday September 20    
11:00AM - 6:00PM

 and 
 Sunday September 21 

Noon - 5:00PM

Christian Education 
Workshop

ST. MATTHEW’S 
ORTHODOX CHURCH

10383 Albion Road, 
North Royalton

Educating Ourselves and 
Our Children in Godliness 

2

 Saturday, September 13.  
8:30AM - 4:30PM 
Lunch Provided

See Paul Pangrace by 
August 31 if interested.

CHURCH 
  SCHOOL 
     DATES:
 SEPTEMBER 27 

 THROUGH NOVEMBER 22
4:30 - 5:30 PM
5:30 - 6:00 PM
LIGHT MEALS

 REGISTRATION DATES:
  SEPTEMBER 14 & SEPTEMBER 21

St. Vladimir's Camp GROUND 
& RETREAT CENTER

FASHION SHOW
AUCTION & LUNCHEON

September 27,  2008
St. Michael's

WOODSIDE PARTY CENTER
5025 E. Mill Rd.

Broadview Heights

Donation  $20.00
DOORS OPEN

10:00 A.M.

FOR THE BENEFIT OF

Contact:  Barbara Sheean -  216 371-1173

Protinica Kathy Babich - 216 524-6832         Protinica Kathy Babich  216-524-6832     

SAVE THIS DATE 
IOCC FASHION SHOW  
Saturday, October 18

at Ridge Manor Party Center - $25.00 

See Frank Tkacz for further details.

St. Mary of Egypt Orthodox Monastery

ANNUAL BENEFIT & SILENT AUCTION

  SUNDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2008
    1:00 PM - 3:30 PM
  St. Paul Greek Orthodox Church

  4548 Wallings Road, N. Royalton   
  $20.00 Donation - See Paul Pangrace for tickets.
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Sunday, August 31
Sash of the Theotokos
Hieromartyr Cyprian,
Bishop of Carthage	
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Monday, September 1
Church New Year
Ven. Simeon the Stylite
Ven. Martha
  
Tuesday, September 2
Ven. Anthony and
Theodosius of The Caves

Wednesday,  September 3
Hieromartyr Anthimus
Ven Theoctistus
St. Phoebe    

Thursday, September 4
Hieromartyr Babylas
Holy Prophet Moses
Relics St. Joasaph
11:00 AM Faith Enrichment
@Ridge Manor

	 Friday, September 5
	 Prophet Zachariah & 
	 Righteous Elizabeth 
	 Virgin Martyr Raissa

	 Saturday, September 6
	 Miracle of Archangel
	 Michael at Colossae	 	 	 	
          6:00 PM  Great Vespers
   
	 Sunday, September 7
	 Forefeast Nativity Theotokos
	 Sunday Before Elevation
	 Martyr Sozon
	 St. John, ABP. of Novgorod
	 9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
	 12:30 PM Patron Saint Dinner
	 @ Ridge Manor
	       6:00 PM Great Vespers 	

St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral
733 Starkweather Avenue 
Cleveland, Ohio 44113

Weekly Schedule

      

SPECIAL COLLECTION
SEPTEMBER 2008

St. John’s Monastery


