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ST.  THEODOSIUS ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL

733 Starkweather Ave.
Cleveland, Ohio

Mailing:
8200 Biddulph Rd
Brooklyn, OH 44144
T 216.741.1310
F 216.741.7275

www.sttheodosius.org

• Archpriest John Zdinak  

   Dean

• Archpriest Pavel Soucek  

   Retired/Attached

• Protodeacon Peter Homik

• Subdeacon Theodore Lentz
   Sacristan

• Reader Julius Kovach 
   Ecclesiarch & Choirmaster

Divine Services
Eve Sundays & Feast Days

5:00 PM Confessions
6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sundays and Feast Days

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hour

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Ambo
November 19, 2006
23rd Sunday after Pentecost
Holy Prophet Obadiah
St. Philaret of Moscow
 

Glory to God for All Things!

http://www.sttheodosius.org
http://www.sttheodosius.org
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The Entry of the Most Holy Mother of God into the Temple
Commemorated on November 21

According to Holy Tradition, the Entry of the Most Holy Theotokos into the Temple took place in the 
following manner. The parents of the Virgin Mary, Sts Joachim and Anna, praying for an end to their 
childlessness, vowed that if a child were born to them, they would dedicate it to the service of God.

When the Most Holy Virgin reached the age of three, the holy parents decided to fulfill their vow. They 
gathered together their relatives and acquaintances, and dressed the All-Pure Virgin in Her finest 
clothes. Singing sacred songs and with lighted candles in their hands, virgins escorted Her to the 
Temple (Ps. 44/45:14-15). There the High Priest and several priests met the handmaiden of God. In 
the Temple, fifteen high steps led to the sanctuary, which only the priests and High Priest could enter. 
(Because they recited a Psalm on each step, Psalms 119/120-133/134 are called "Psalms of Ascent.") 
The child Mary, so it seemed, could not make it up this stairway. But just as they placed Her on the 
first step, strengthened by the power of God, She quickly went up the remaining steps and ascended 
to the highest one. Then the High Priest, through inspiration from above, led the Most Holy Virgin into 
the Holy of Holies, where only the High Priest entered once a year to offer a purifying sacrifice of 
blood. Therefore, all those present in the Temple were astonished at this most unusual occurrence.

After entrusting their child to the Heavenly Father, Joachim and Anna returned home. The All-Holy Vir-
gin remained in the quarters for virgins near the Temple. According to the testimony of Holy Scripture 
(Exodus 38; 1 Kings 1: 28; Luke 2: 37), and also the historian Josephus Flavius, there were many liv-
ing quarters around the Temple, in which those who were dedicated to the service of God dwelt.

The earthly life of the Most Holy Theotokos from Her infancy until She was taken up to Heaven is 
shrouded in deep mystery. Her life at the Jerusalem Temple was also a secret. "If anyone were to ask 
me," said St Jerome, "how the Most Holy Virgin spent the time of Her youth, I would answer that that is 
known to God Himself and the Archangel Gabriel, Her constant guardian."

But there are accounts in Church Tradition, that during the All-Pure Virgin's stay at the Temple, She 
grew up in a community of pious virgins, diligently read the Holy Scripture, occupied Herself with 
handicrafts, prayed constantly, and grew in love for God. From ancient times, the Church has cele-
brated the Feast of the Entry of the Most Holy Theotokos into the Temple. Indications that the Feast 
was observed in the first centuries of Christianity are found in the traditions of Palestinian Christians, 
which say that the holy Empress Helen (May 21) built a church in honor of the Entry of the Most Holy 
Theotokos into the Temple.

St Gregory of Nyssa, in the fourth century, also mentions this Feast. In the eighth century Sts Germa-
nus and Tarasius, Patriarchs of Constantinople, delivered sermons on the Feast of the Entry.

The Feast of the Entry of the Most Holy Theotokos into the Temple foretells God's blessing for the 
human race, the preaching of salvation, the promise of the coming of Christ..  

The most pure Temple of the Savior;
the precious Chamber and Virgin;

the sacred Treasure of the glory of God,
is presented today to the house of the Lord.
She brings with her the grace of the Spirit,

therefore, the angels of God praise her:

"Truly this woman is the abode of heaven."
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Christmas Outreach
“Angel Tree” Project

We now have 30 names of children from Merrick 
House available in the foyer. Each name comes with 2 
tags, and the green one should be turned in to Dan 
Morris or Paul Pangrace when you choose someone. 
The maximum per child was set at $30, and there are 
several options listed on the tag. All gifts need to be 
wrapped and brought to Church no later than Sunday 
Dec. 17, with the name tag affixed to the wrapping. 
Please help us make this a successful charity effort; en-
courage our children to help purchase and wrap the 
gifts. Any questions, see Dan Morris. God bless you for 
helping to make a needy child's Christmas brighter.

St. Theodosius Cathedral
733 Starkweather Avenue

Cleveland 
Landmark 
Concert

In September 2001, the Cathedral was 
re-consecrated with the placement in its altar 
of Holy Relics from Saints of America.  Almost 
$750,000 in restoration work was completed 
and you are cordially invited to participate in 
our annual holiday event to experience the 
beauty of this national landmark and an   
example of Orthodox Christianity in practice.
The Cathedral Choir presents a program 
of a cappella liturgical music of The 
Orthodox Church followed by sing-a-long 
caroling for all!
FREE TOURS of the Cathedral begin at 
1:00 P.M. and continue until 2:30 P.M.

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2006

3:00 P.M.
FREE ADMISSION

F or addi t iona l infor m at ion, p lease ca ll 

the C athedra l O ffice a t 216-741-1310

You are welcome to attend our 
regular liturgical services:

Saturday evening VESPERS at 6:00 pm
Sunday morning LITURGY at 9:00 am

Visit our website:
www.sttheodosius.org

This year we present our 
30th ANNUAL CONCERT!

Thank You for Your 
Continuing Donations to the 

Cathedral Roof Fund.
 As of November 12, 2006, 

$26,387 has been collected  toward 
our goal of $50,000.

St. Mary’s 
Altar Society

Annual COOKIE SALE

 Saturday, 
December 16, 2006

Ridge Manor Party Center

9 AM until 12 Noon
Please use the sign-up sheet in 
the Parish Hall to let us know 

what you will be baking.  Or call 
Virginia Medvec 440.892.4562 or 

Susan Lentz 216.621.2282.

We Need Volunteers:
 Bakers and Hostesses 

Please consider donating baked goods. 
And we would like to have young ladies 

from the Parish serve as hostesses. 
A sign-up sheet is posted in the 

Parish Hall.

Parish Teen Retreat
 Please let Fr. John know if you are able 
to help subsidize the expenses of the  

December 27-29th Teen Retreat.

dean@sttheodosius.org


