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ST.  THEODOSIUS ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL

733 Starkweather Ave.
Cleveland, Ohio

Mailing:
8200 Biddulph Rd
Brooklyn, OH 44144
T 216.741.1310
F 216.741.7275

www.sttheodosius.org

• Archpriest John Zdinak  

   Dean

• Archpriest Pavel Soucek  

   Retired/Attached

• Protodeacon Peter Homik  

   Fell asleep in the Lord 12/15/06

• Subdeacon Theodore Lentz
   Sacristan

• Reader Julius Kovach 
   Ecclesiarch & Choirmaster

Divine Services
Eve Sundays & Feast Days

5:00 PM Confessions
6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sundays and Feast Days

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hour

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Ambo
December 31, 2006 
29th Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday After the Nativity
Leave-taking of the Nativity

Christ is Born! Glorify Him!

http://www.sttheodosius.org
http://www.sttheodosius.org


St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral Ambo - Page 2

The Circumcision of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ   Commemorated on January 1

On the eighth day after His Nativity, our Lord Jesus Christ was circumcised in accordance with the Old Testament 
Law. All male infants underwent circumcision as a sign of God's Covenant with the holy Forefather Abraham and his 
descendants (Gen. 17:10–14, Lev. 12:3).

After this ritual the Divine Infant was given the name Jesus, as the Archangel Gabriel declared on the day of the 
Annunciation to the Most Holy Theotokos (Luke 1:31–33, 2:21). The Fathers of the Church explain that the Lord, the 
Creator of the Law, underwent circumcision in order to give people an example of how faithfully the divine ordi-
nances ought to be fulfilled. The Lord was circumcised so that later no one would doubt that He had truly assumed 
human flesh, and that His Incarnation was not merely an illusion, as certain heretics (Docetists) taught.

In the New Testament, the ritual of circumcision gave way to the Mystery of Baptism, which it prefigured (Col. 
2:11–12). Accounts of the Feast of the Circumcision of the Lord continue in the Eastern Church right up through the 
fourth century. The Canon of the Feast was written by St Stephen of the St Sava Monastery (October 28 and July 
13).

In addition to circumcision, which the Lord accepted as a sign of God's Covenant with mankind, He also received 
the Name Jesus (Savior) on the eighth day after His Nativity as an indication of His service, the work of the salva-
tion of the world (Mt.1:21; Mark 9:38–39, 16:17; Luke 10:17; Acts 3:6, 16; Phil 2:9–10). These two events, the Lord's 
Circumcision and Naming, remind Christians that they have entered into a New Covenant with God and "are cir-
cumcised with a circumcision made without hands, in putting off the body of the sins of the flesh by the circumcision 

of Christ" (Col. 2:11). The very name "Christian" is a sign of mankind's entrance into a New Covenant with God. 

St Basil the Great, the Arch-
bishop of Caesarea in Cap-
padocia

Commemorated on January 1

Saint Basil the Great was famed for his 
reverence, deep knowledge of Holy 
Scripture, great learning, and his efforts 
for the welfare of Church peace and 
unity.

St Basil composed a Liturgy. He wrote a 
work "On the Six Days of Creation" 
(Hexaemeron) and another on the 
Prophet Isaiah in sixteen chapters, yet 
another on the Psalms, and also a second compilation 
of monastic rules. 

St Basil died on January 1, 379 at age 49.  Upon the 
repose of St Basil, the Church immediately began to 
celebrate his memory. St Amphilochius, Bishop of Ico-
nium (November 23), in his eulogy to St Basil the 
Great, said: "It is neither without a reason nor by 
chance that holy Basil has taken leave from the body 
and had repose from the world unto God on the day of 
the Circumcision of Jesus, celebrated between the day 
of the Nativity and the day of the Baptism of Christ. 

Therefore, this most blessed one, 
preaching and praising the Nativity and 
Baptism of Christ, extolling spiritual cir-
cumcision, himself forsaking the flesh, 
now ascends to Christ on the sacred 
day of remembrance of the Circumci-
sion of Christ. Therefore, let it also be 
established on this present day annu-
ally to honor the memory of Basil the 
Great festively and with solemnity."

St Basil is also called "the revealer of 
heavenly mysteries" (Ouranophantor), a 
"renowned and bright star," and "the 
glory and beauty of the Church." His 

honorable head is in the Great Lavra on Mount Athos.

In some countries it is customary to sing special carols 
today in honor of St Basil. He is believed to visit the 
homes of the faithful, and a place is set for him at the 
table. People visit the homes of friends and relatives, 
and the mistress of the house gives a small gift to the 
children. A special bread (Vasilopita) is blessed and 
distributed after the Liturgy. A silver coin is baked into 
the bread, and whoever receives the slice with the coin 
is said to receive the blessing of St Basil for the coming 

year. 
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Thank You for Your Continuing Donations 
to the Cathedral Roof Fund.  

As of December 24, 2006, $37,912 has been 
collected toward the $50,000 goal.

“Come Receive the Light” on radio 
at WHK, 1220 AM on Sundays at 
2:30 p.m. is produced by the Ortho-
dox Christian Network (OCN), a 
SCOBA commissioned agency.

For more info visit their website at 
www.receive.org  or contact host Fr. 
Chris Metropulos at 877-273-2348 
(toll-free) or info@receive.org 

Chicken Paprikash Dinner 
Sunday, January 28, 2007  

(after Liturgy) at St. Michael’s Woodside

Adults $12 - Children (under 9) $5
Tickets go on sale after January 7th

for details call Woodside at 440-526-9696.

This is the 60th year of the United Commemoration of the Sunday of Orthodoxy in Greater Cleveland.  The “Tri-
umph of Orthodoxy Service” will be celebrated on Sunday, February 25, 2007 at 6:00 PM at St. Mary Romanian 
Orthodox Cathedral, 3256 Warren Rd. in Cleveland.  In connection with the feast, a program book will list the 
names of donors who supported the event.  If you would like to be a patron, please make your check payable 
to Inter Orthodox Council and submit it along with the form at the bottom of the ORTHODOXY IN AMERICA flyer 

to the Cathedral Office by January 21, 2007.  Find flyers in the Cathedral foyer and the Parish Hall.

CORRECTION & CLARIFICATION
 The 12/24 AMBO incorrectly projected that 

Cookie Sale proceeds would put the Roof Fund 
over $40,000.  Of $4,106 total Cookie Sale pro-

ceeds, $3,441 had already been submitted in the 
12/17 collection and another $665 was deposited 

with the 12/24 collection;  i.e., cumulative Roof 
Fund donations of $37,912 as of 12/24/06 include 

all Cookie Sale proceeds.

FOCA 
Annual Chili Cook-off 

happens in January! 
Round up your recipes &

stay tuned for details!

Eastern Orthodox Women’s Guild 
(EOWG)

Pan-Orthodox Luncheon
Saturday, February 10, 2007

12:30 PM  

St. George Antiochian Orthodox 
Church - 2587 W. 14th St.  

RSVP by February 5th
Ann Porterfield 216.328.9247
Josephine Vuich 216.676.4186. 

http://www.receive.org
http://www.receive.org
mailto:info@receive.org
mailto:info@receive.org
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Prayer Requests

Departed: 
Charlotte Marko + 11/20/06
Herbert Posnik + 11/24/06
Joseph Yacinski + 12/09/06
Protodeacon Peter Homik +12/15/06

Ill-afflicted:
Helen Baldner
Mary Marhefka
John Clements
Eileen Eschuk
Henry & Julia Grabowski
John & Ann Shuleva
Jan Tkacz
Jeanne Twitchell
Billy J Spurlock
James Sheehan
Julia Zimmerman
Mary Wazevich
Valentina Ponomarenko
Natalie Ponomarenko
Roy A. Baldner
Michael & Jennifer Turczyk
Helen Kozak
Nick Jarachovic
Marshall Prock
Mary Ann Silberhorn

Maura & Will Oprisko & Unborn 
Child
Emily & Jason Grimes & Unborn 
Child

Upcoming Events
 January 21 - ZOE House dedication & blessing
 January 22 - ZOE for Life bus to Washington DC
 January 26 - Tatiana Ball @ St. Sergius in Parma
 January 28 - Chicken Paprikash Dinner @ St. Michael’s
 February 10 - EOWG Pan-Orthodox Luncheon
 February 25 -  Sunday of Orthodoxy @ St. Mary’s 

Parish Council News
The next Parish Council 
Meeting is 6:00 PM, Thurs-
day, January 25, 2006 @ 
Ridge Manor. Any parish 
member is welcome.

2006 and 2007 
Dues

$250.00 per 
Adult member 
(18 and older)

per year

Coffee Hour & Greeters Schedules
Coffee Hour Hosts:           Greeters:

1/07  Mary Swit, Tammy Ponomarenko        Pinta
1/14  Dan & Lavinia Morris                Pinta/Smotzer
1/21  Joyce Tabeling                   Bondor
1/28  Patti Sankovic, Natalia Pricinovskis      Pangrace/Felon
2/04  Kate Zolikoff                    Pangrace

"Prayer, fasting, vigil and all other Christian activities, however 
good they may be in themselves, do not constitute the aim of our 
Christian life, although they serve as the indispensable means of 
reaching this end. The true aim of our Christian life consists in 
the acquisition of the Holy Spirit of God. As for fasts, and vigils, 
and prayer, and almsgiving, and every good deed done for 
Christ's sake, they are only means of acquiring the Holy Spirit of 
God. But mark, my son, only the good deed done for Christ's sake 
brings us the fruits of the Holy Spirit. All that is not done for 
Christ's sake, even though it be good, brings neither reward in 
the future life nor the grace of God in this. That is why our Lord 
Jesus Christ said: He who gathers not with Me scatters (Luke 
11:23). Not that a good deed can be called anything but gather-
ing, since even though it is not done for Christ's sake, yet it is 
good. Scripture says: In every nation he who fears God and works 
righteousness is acceptable to Him (Acts 10:35). 

....In acquiring this Spirit of God consists the true aim of our 
Christian life, while prayer, vigil, fasting, almsgiving and other 
good works done for Christ's sake are merely means for acquir-
ing the Spirit of God."

Ven. Seraphim -  Wonderworker of Sarov - Commemorated January 2  
www.orthodoxinfo.com/praxis/wonderful.aspx

join the greeters ministry in 2007.  call 
michael tabeling at 216.521.9418 or write  

m.tabeling@att.net to learn more

Contact for the “ZOE for Life” 
events is Kathy at 440.842.6639. 

Call by January 10, 2007. 

mailto:m.tabeling@att.net
mailto:m.tabeling@att.net
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Theophany is the Feast which reveals the Most Holy 
Trinity to the world through the Baptism of the Lord 
(Mt.3:13–17; Mark 1:9–11; Luke 3:21–22). God the 
Father spoke from Heaven about the Son, the Son was 
baptized by the St John the Forerunner, and the Holy 
Spirit descended upon the Son in the form of a dove. 
From ancient times this Feast was called the Day of 
Illumination and the Feast of 
Lights, since God is Light and 
has appeared to illumine 
"those who sat in darkness," 
and "in the region of the 
shadow of death" (Mt.4:16), 
and to save the fallen race of 
mankind by grace.

In the ancient Church it was 
the custom to baptize cate-
chumens at the Vespers of 
Theophany, so that Baptism 
also is revealed as the spiri-
tual illumination of mankind.

The origin of the Feast of 
Theophany goes back to Ap-
ostolic times, and it is men-
tioned in The Apostolic Con-
stitutions (Book V:13). From 
the second century we have 
the testimony of St Clement 
of Alexandria concerning the celebration of the Baptism 
of the Lord, and the night vigil before this Feast.

There is a third century dialogue about the services for 
Theophany between the holy martyr Hippolytus and St 
Gregory the Wonderworker. In the following centuries, 
from the fourth to ninth century, all the great Fathers of 
the Church: Gregory the Theologian, John Chrysostom, 
Ambrose of Milan, John of Damascus, commented on 
the Feast of Theophany.

The monks Joseph the Studite, Theophanes and Byz-
antios composed much liturgical music for this Feast, 
which is sung at Orthodox services even today. St John 
of Damascus said that the Lord was baptized, not be-
cause He Himself had need for cleansing, but "to bury 
human sin by water," to fulfill the Law, to reveal the 

mystery of the Holy Trinity, 
and finally, to sanctify "the 
nature of water" and to offer 
us the form and example of 
Baptism.

On the Feast of the Baptism 
of Christ, the Holy Church 
proclaims our faith in the 
most sublime mystery, in-
comprehensible to human 
intellect, of one God in three 
Persons. It teaches us to 
confess and glorify the Holy 
Trinity, one in Essence and 
Indivisible. It exposes and 
overthrows the errors of an-
cient teachings which at-
tempted to explain the Crea-
tor of the world by reason, 
and in human terms.

The Church shows the ne-
cessity of Baptism for believers in Christ, and it inspires 
us with a sense of deep gratitude for the illumination 
and purification of our sinful nature. The Church 
teaches that our salvation and cleansing from sin is 
possible only by the power of the grace of the Holy 
Spirit, therefore it is necessary to preserve worthily 
these gifts of the grace of holy Baptism, keeping clean 

this priceless garb, for "As many as have been 
baptized into Christ, have put on Christ" 
(Gal 3:27). 

Feast of the Theophany of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ Commemorated on January 6

Synaxis of the Seventy Apostles  –  Commemorated on January 4

The Synaxis of the Seventy Apostles was established by the Orthodox Church to indicate the equal honor of 
each of the Seventy. They were sent two by two by the Lord Jesus Christ to go before Him into the cities He 
would visit (Luke 10:1).

The Church in particular venerates and praises the Seventy Apostles because they taught us to honor the 
Trinity –  One in Essence and Undivided. 



Sunday December 31
29th Sunday After Pentecost
Sunday After the Nativity
Leave-taking of the Nativity
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 
6:00 PM Great Vespers

Monday January 1
Circumcision of our Lord Jesus Christ
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

Tuesday January 2

Wednesday January 3
10:30 AM Ridge Manor Committee at RM

Thursday January 4

Friday January 5
Eve of Theophany
9:00 AM Royal Hours
11:00 AM Vesperal Liturgy
6: 00 PM Vigil of Theophany

Saturday January 6
Theophany
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy and blessing of water
6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sunday January 7
30th Sunday After Pentecost
Sunday After Theophany
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 
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Addressee

St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral

8200 Biddulph Rd

Brooklyn, OH 44144

Weekly Schedule

"Glory to God in the Highest! 
and on earth peace to men of 

good will! "


