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ST.  THEODOSIUS ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL

733 Starkweather Ave.
Cleveland, Ohio

Mailing:
8200 Biddulph Rd
Brooklyn, OH 44144
T 216.741.1310
F 216.741.7275
www.sttheodosius.org

• Archpriest John Zdinak 
   Dean

• Archpriest Pavel Soucek  
   Retired/Attached

• Deacon Peter Homik

• Subdeacon Theodore Lentz 
    Sacristan

• Reader Julius Kovach - 
   Ecclesiarch & Choirmaster

Divine Services
Eve Sundays & Feast Days
5:00 PM Confessions
6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sundays and Feast Days
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hour
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Ambo
May 14, 2006

Sunday of the Paralytic

Christ is Risen!

Indeed He is Risen!

On this day the Church remembers the 
man who lay by the Sheep's Pool in Jeru-
salem for thirty-eight years, waiting for 
someone to put him into the pool. The first 
one to enter the pool after an angel trou-
bled the water would be healed of his in-
firmities, but someone always entered the 
pool before him. Seeing the man, the Lord 
felt compassion for him and healed him. 

The Kontakion for this Fourth Sunday of 
Pascha asks Christ to raise up our souls, 
"paralyzed by sins and thoughtless acts."

Kontakion...for the Paralytic...in tone 3
By Your divine intercession, O Lord 
as You raised up the paralytic of old 
so raise up my soul paralyzed by sins and 
thoughtless acts 
so that being saved I may sing to You /// 
Glory to Your majesty, O Bountiful Christ.
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Prayer Requests
Departed: 
Joseph Schreck
Julie Macko

Ill-afflicted:
Helen Baldner
Mary Marhefka
Eva Dudich
John Clements
John Conrad
Alex Dobay
Eileen Eschuk
Janet Franks
Gayle & Joyce Franks
Henry & Julia Grabowski
Sergei Kluchnik & Family
Mary Ann Mishko
John & Ann Shuleva
Jan Tkacz
Jeanne Twitchell
Alexander Kuzminec
Billy J Spurlock
James Sheehan
Stephanie Fong

Michelle & Kiplan Frampton & 
Unborn Child

Wedding Anniversary
John & Ann Shuleva 64 Years

Parish Council News
The next Parish Council 

Meeting is Wednesday May 
24, 2006. Any parish mem-
ber is welcome.

Parish News

Information for the AMBO 

should be emailed to 
ambo@sttheodosius.org

2006 Dues are $250.00 per 
Adult member (18 and older)

Upcoming Events
 May 17, 2006 - 55+ Club Memorial service @ Cemetery 
Chapel, 11:00 AM
 May 21, 2006 - "Ladies Tea @ Ridge Manor  All Ladies 
of the Parish are Welcome. See Jean Homik or Virginia 
Medvec for information.
May 29, 2006 Memorial Day Grave Blessings 8:00 am 
Memorial Service 10:00 am
 June 4, 2006 Retirment Reception for Pat O’Donnell
 August 20, 2006 - Parish Picnic
 September 9-10, 2006 St. Theodosius Feast Day and 110th 
Parish Anniversary Banquet on September 10, 2006

Coffee Hour & Greeters Schedules

Coffee Hour Hosts:    Greeters:
5/14 Joyce Tabeling    P. Pangrace/Pangrace
5/21 Wojnicz Family    Steve & Eileen Bondor
5/28 Mary Swit/Tammy Ponomarenko   Mike & Joyce Tabeling
6/4 Mat. Cindy & Mat. Jeanne   P. Ginlesberger/L. Smotzer
6/11Patti Sankovic/Natalia Pricinovskis  Paul Pangrace
6/18 Maca Tyler & Judy Schwind  Steve & Eileen Bondor
6/25 Joyce Tabeling    Steve & Eileen Bondor

55+ Club Memorial Service
Wednesday, May 17, 2006

11:00 Am at the Cemetery Chapel
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Sunday of the Paralytic
Rev. John Kaloudis,  Taken from the GOA Website

According to today's Gospel, four friends brought a paralytic to Jesus Christ for healing. When they saw the packed house 
they didn't give up in despair. Instead, they went up on the roof, they removed the panels and lowered the paralytic down. 
Can you imagine the amazement of the crowd in the house seeing the man coming down from the roof? Can you imagine 
the amazement of Jesus Christ seeing the man coming down from the roof and four heads peaking through the roof? The 
result of this experience was the healing of the paralytic of his physical and spiritual infirmities.

First, we see here a graphic example of faith. We see how faith will literally raise the roof to be in the presence of God in 
Jesus Christ. The men were not turned back by the jammed doorway. Why? Because of faith. Faith never gives up. Faith 
perseveres. Faith is inventive. Faith is fertile. Faith is full of ideas. Faith laughs at barriers. If the road is closed one way, 
faith looks another way.

Second, what we see is that these men made it clear that Christianity is not just a stab in the dark. Christianity is not just 
trying to be a nice person. True Christianity is a determined and directed effort to establish contact with a person, Jesus 
Christ.

When a person says that "he is not in Church but his heart is with you," he is kidding himself. If his heart is there, his body 
will be there also. Faith always finds a way to be with Christ.

Are we willing to raise the roof to be with Christ? Most people would raise the roof to get a good business deal, for tickets 
to a basketball game, the opera, a movie, a big party, an exotic trip or a new job. How many of us are willing to raise the 
roof to be in Christ's presence? Not many of us. That's why we live a life of superficial faith. A faith that is not alive and 
vibrant. Yes, we may be very religious, live a life of outward formalities, rather than our faith being a deep movement of 
the heart. Real faith cannot be stopped from finding a way to be with Jesus Christ.

Why is this so? What is the problem? I suggest that the problem centers around what we believe and think who Christ is. 
Jesus asked his disciples and implies the same question to us: "Who do you say that I am?"

Who do we say Christ is? According to our Orthodox Theology, we believe that Jesus is God Incarnate, Creator of all, Sav-
ior of the world, and the Alpha and the Omega. The Bible and the Church make Christ Pre-Eminent, Lord, Kyrios, and Su-
preme Authority. He must become all these things for us, personally.

Our Orthodox Theology is meant to be a Theology of experience. A theology confined to books is useless. In reality, what 
we think about Chris is essential, even more important than the way we act. If a man walked in here now and said: "I am 
Christ, I am God". We have three options. We can think that he is nuts. We can think that he is a liar. Or in fact we can be-
lieve that he is who he says he is.

What we believe about Christ affects the amount of energy we spend in getting into His presence.

Look at the friends of the paralytic. First of all they were people of faith; their faith leads to a miracle. Four men came to 
Christ, but they didn't come alone. They remembered their paralytic friend. Most of us worry getting ourselves into Christ's 
presence, which is good; however, we also have the privilege of bringing others into Christ's presence. The greatest gift we 
can give to another person is to bring them to Christ. Not a day goes by that we do not come in contact with people who 
don't know Christ, and who aren't Christians.

Isn't this the whole purpose of the Church, of priests, Sunday School teachers, Choir members, youth workers, and lay 
people-to bring people to Christ.

So often we bring people into the presence of baklava, Souvlakia, dolmathes, but forget our faith, forget Christ.

The story is told from the desert Fathers that a monk picked up a rock and said: "If this rock could heal people, would you 
put it in your pocket or attempt to touch as many people as possible?" The answer was obvious. The monk went on to say 
that the rock symbolizes Christ and that we should touch as many people as possible with Christ's love.

If we have faith, circumstances won't stop us. With faith in Christ, we will bring others into His presence. There is no 
greater gift than Christ who brings to people fullness of life here and now and also grants eternal life....
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Addressee

St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral
8200 Biddulph Rd
Brooklyn, OH 44144

Weekly Schedule
Sunday May 14, Paralytic
9:00 Am Divine Liturgy

Monday May 15

Tuesday May 16

Wednesday May 17
Mid Pentecost
11:00 am 55+ Club Memorial Service @ Cemetery 

Chapel

Thursday May 18
11:00 AM Faith Enrichment

Friday May 19

Saturday May 20
6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sunday May 21, Samaritan Woman
9:00 Am Divine Liturgy


