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Subdeacon Igor Gajewsky 
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Divine Services 
Eve Sundays & Feast Days 
5:00 PM Confessions 
6:00 PM Great Vespers 
Sundays and Feast Days 
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hour 
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 
Please check weekly schedule 
for specific days (last page). 
Previous Ambos on website. 
Articles for publication 
should be submitted to:  
ambo-theodosius 
@googlegroups.com  

JULY 23, 2023 

MARTYRS TROPHIMUS,  
THEOPHILUS, AND 13 OTHERS 

7TH SUNDAY OF PENTECOST 

Father Jacob 

(Netsvetov) of Alaska 

(July 26) was born of pi-

ous parents in 1802 on 

Atka Island, Alaska. His 

father, Yegor Vasil’evich 

Netsvetov was a Russian 

from Tobolsk. His moth-

er, Maria Alekseevna, 

was an Aleut from Atka 

island. Yegor and Maria 

had four children who 

survived infancy; Jacob 

was the first born, fol-

lowed by Osip (Joseph), 

Elena, and Antony. Yegor 

and Maria were devoted 

to their children and, 

though of meager means, 

did all they could to pro-

vide them with the edu-

cation which would help 

them in this life as well as in the life to come. Osip and Antony were eventually 

able to study at the Saint Petersburg Naval Academy in Russia, becoming a na-

val officer and a shipbuilder, respectively. Their sister, Elena, married a suc-

cessful and respected clerk for the Russian-American Company. But Jacob 

yearned for a different kind of success, a success that the world might consider 

failure for “the righteous live forever, their reward is with the Lord” (Wis. Sol. 

5:15). And so, when the family moved to Irkutsk in 1823, Jacob enrolled in the 

Irkutsk Theological Seminary and placed all his hope in Christ by seeking first 

the Kingdom of God (Mt. 6:33). 
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Jacob was tonsured as a Subdeacon on October 1, 

1825. He married a Russian woman (perhaps also a 

Creole) named Anna Simeonovna, and in 1826 gradu-

ated from the Seminary with certificates in history 

and theology. On October 31, 1826, he was ordained 

to the Holy Diaconate and assigned to serve the altar 

of the Holy Trinity-Saint Peter Church in Irkutsk. Two 

years later, on March 4, 1828, Archbishop Michael, 

who had earlier ordained Father John Veniaminov 

(Saint Innocent), elevated the godly deacon Jacob to 

the Holy Priesthood. This, however, was no ordinary 

ordination. As if he were a new Patrick, hearing the 

mystical call of his distant flock, Father Jacob yearned 

to return to his native Alaska. And the all-good God, 

who “satisfies the longing soul and fills the hungry 

soul with goodness” (Ps.107:9) heard the prayer of his 

servant. 

Archbishop Michael provided Father Jacob with two 

antimensia: one for the new Church which would be 

dedicated to the glory of God in honor of Saint Nicho-

las the Wonderworker in Atka, and one to be used for 

missionary activity. On May 1, 1828 a molieben for 

travelers was served, and Father Jacob, his father, 

Yegor, (now tonsured as reader for the Atka Church), 

and his matushka, Anna, set out for Alaska. 

Who can tell of the perils and trials associated with 

such a journey? Travel in those days was never easy, 

either overland or over the waves of the sea. Never-

theless, aided by prayer and confidence in God’s 

providence, the Netsvetov family arrived safely in At-

ka over a year later, on June 15, 1829. The new as-

signment for the newly-ordained Father Jacob would 

also prove to be quite a challenge. The Atka “parish” 

comprised a territory stretching for nearly 2,000 

miles and included Amchitka, Attu, Copper, Bering 

and Kurile Islands. But this did not deter the godly 

young priest, for when he was clothed in the gar-

ments of the Priesthood, he was found to be “clad 

with zeal as a cloak’ (Is. 59:17), and so he threw him-

self wholly into his sacred ministry. His deep love for 

God and for his flock was evident in everything that 

he did. Both in Atka and in the distant villages and 

settlements which he visited, Father Jacob offered 

himself as a “living sacrifice” (Rom 12:1). Having “no 

worry about his life” (Mt. 6:25 ff), the holy one en-

dured manifold tortures of cold, wet, wind, illness, 

hunger and exhaustion, for to him life was Christ (Phil 

1:21). Showing himself as a “rule of faith,” his exam-

ple brought his people to a deep commitment to their 

own salvation. Being fully bilingual and bicultural, 

Father Jacob was uniquely blessed by God to care for 

the souls of his fellow Alaskans. 

When he arrived in Atka, the Church of Saint Nicholas 

had not yet been built. So, with his own hands Father 

Jacob constructed a large tent (Acts 18:3) in which he 

conducted the services. For Father Jacob the services 

of the Church were life: life for his people and life for 

himself. It was in the worship of God that he found 

both strength and joy. Later he would transport this 

tent with him on his missionary journeys, and like 

Moses in the wilderness, the grace of God was found 

wherever this tent was taken (Num 4:1 ff; 10:17 ff). 

When his first six months had ended (end of 1829), 

Father Jacob recorded that he had baptized 16, chris-

mated 442, married 53 couples, and buried 8. 

Once the church was constructed, Father Jacob turned 

his attention to the building of a school in which the 

children would learn to read and write both Russian 

and Unangan Aleut. The Russian American Company 

provided some of the support initially, with the stu-

dents providing the remainder. This continued until 

1841, when it was reorganized as a parish school and 

ties with the company ceased. Father Jacob proved to 

be a talented educator and translator whose students 

became distinguished Aleut leaders in the next gener-

ation. 

Father Netsvetov led an active physical and intellectu-

al life, hunting and gathering for his own subsistence 

needs, preparing specimens of fish and marine ani-

mals for the natural history museums of Moscow and 

Saint Petersburg, corresponding with Saint Innocent 

(Veniaminov) on matters of linguistics and transla-

tions. He labored over the creation of an adequate al-

phabet for the Unangan-Aleut language, and the trans-
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lation of the Holy Scriptures and other appropriate 

literature into that language. Saint Innocent praised 

the young pastor for his holiness of life, his teaching, 

and for continuing this work of translating which he, 

himself, had begun earlier among the native peoples. 

After fifteen years of service, Father Jacob was award-

ed the Nabedrennik, Kamilavka, and Gold Cross. Lat-

er, he would be made Archpriest and receive the Or-

der of Saint Anna. 

These ecclesiastical awards do not tell of the personal 

sufferings of this warrior for Christ. In March of 1836, 

his precious wife, Anna, died of cancer; his home 

burned to the ground in July of 1836; and his dear 

father, Yegor, died of an undetermined illness in 

1837. Who can utter the depth of sorrow felt by this 

God-pleaser? Yet he lifted up his voice with that an-

cient sufferer and cried, “shall we indeed accept good 

from God and shall we not accept adversity? In all 

this he did not sin with his lips” (Job 2:10). In his 

journal Father Jacob attributed all to “the Will of Him 

whose Providence and Will are inscrutable and whose 

actions toward men are incomprehensible.” He pa-

tiently endured hardships and sufferings like the Ho-

ly Apostle Paul. He saw in these misfortunes not a 

Victory by the hater of men’s souls (i.e. the devil) but 

a call from God to even greater spiritual struggles. 

With this in mind, Father Jacob petitioned his ruling 

bishop to return to Irkutsk in order to enter the mo-

nastic life. A year later, word reached him that per-

mission was granted contingent upon the arrival of a 

replacement. None ever came. 

Instead, Bishop Innocent soon came to Atka and 

asked Father Jacob to accompany him on a voyage by 

ship to Kamchatka. Who can know the heavenly dis-

course enjoyed by these two lovers of Christ as they 

traveled over the waves? This, however, is clear, the 

holy archpastor was able to accomplish three things 

in Father Netsvetov. Firstly, he applied the healing 

salve of the Spirit with words of comfort; secondly, 

he dissuaded Father Jacob from entering the monas-

tery; and thirdly, he revealed to the godly priest the 

true plan of the Savior for his life, that he ‘might 

preach (Christ) among the Gentiles” (Gal. 1: 16) deep 

in the Alaskan interior. Father Jacob continued to 

serve his far-flung flock of the Atka parish until De-

cember 30, 1844. A new zeal had taken hold of him, 

and it was then that Saint Innocent appointed him to 

head the new Kvikhpak Mission in order to bring the 

light of Christ to the people of the Yukon. Here, aided 

by two young Creole assistants, Innokentii Shayashni-

kov and Konstantin Lukin, together with his young 

nephew, Vasilii Netsvetov, Father Jacob “settled’ in 

the wilderness of Alaska. 

He learned new languages, embraced new peoples 

and cultures, devised another alphabet, built another 

church and Orthodox community, and for the next 

twenty years, until his health and eyesight failed, 

continued to be an evangelical beacon of the grace of 

God in southwestern Alaska. 

Visiting the Elderly 
Jill Morinec is looking for someone who could stay with an 92 year old friend during the day when she is at 
work. He is still cognitively intact and loves to read and talk. She could pay a little bit. Jill works 12h shifts 
and doesn't want him to be alone for almost 14 hours. He is able bodied (with a walker) and can heat up his 
own meals, but needs human connection. You could just come for a visit or stay part of the day. He will be 
up here from North Carolina on the 27th of July. Contact Jill Morinec at 216-633-0751. Thank you.  

Fr. Cizmar would like to know who requires visitation. He is eager to visit those who might have gone a long time 
without visitation for any reason at all. A key duty of a priest’s ministry is to visit the sick and confined, those unable 

to attend the holy services for any reason. His phone number and email address are printed on the front of every   
Ambo, and are repeated here:   

Father Jan Cizmar  -  1(440) 732-8182  -  st.theodosiuscathedral@ gmail.com 

VISITATIONS 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 

Deceased 

Stephan  

John  

Tibor  

Annette Lapso (nee Ressetar, family of L inda Ko-

vach ) 

Marianne Kormos  

 

Special Intentions: 

Subdeacon Theodore Lentz 

Subdeacon Roger Pinta   

Reader Paul Pangrace 

Reader Frank Tkacz  

Reader Dan Morr is   

   

Stephan Chwalyk   

Horia Dascalescu   (Lavinia's brother) 

Diane Kearsey (Janice Tkacz's Sister  ) 

Janice Tkacz  

Eleanor Wachovec (friend of Karen Felon  ) 

Rachel Ohlin (relative of Tatiana ) 

Erin Zawolowycz   

Carol Nielsen (Paul Pangrace‘s sister ) 

Virginia Medvec  

Jeffrey Parhamovich (brother of Karen Felon  ) 

Margaret Parhamovich (sister-in-law of Karen Fel-

on ) 

Margaret Peyton (Cathy’s aunt ) 

Jean Woycitzky Thompson (Frank’s cousin ) 

Anna Marie Luvison (daughter of Matthew & Katie 

(Ellis) Luvison) 

Debra Parhamovich (sister of Karen Felon  ) 

Grace Mary Parhamovich (mother of Karen Felon  ) 

Gayle Vidovich   

Elizabeth Balasz 

Christina Hile (Nisi & Cindy’s sister) 

Lonnie Ellis (Husband to Debra Ellis) 

Robert Mar tin Prock   

Valentina Zawolowycz (mother of Paul Z  ) 

Michael and Nichole Zolikoff and child Declan 

Mark  

Michael Kapeluck  (friend of Cathy) 

Edward Aleerty  

Jack Zimmerman – (Uncle to Cindy Zdinak, Nisi Poz-

darec and Father John Zdinak ) 

Robert McKay (friend of Andrew Myrtrohovic ) 

Matej, Anrea, Julia, Jana and family  

Gwyneth Seddon (daughter of Eric and Elisa ) 

Owen and Alexia Seddon and unborn child  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please submit names to the Prayer List by 
emailing them to Fr. Jan Cizmar 
st.theodosiuscathedral@gmail.com 

Or calling at 1(440) 732-8182 
Names remain on the list for 30 days unless 

requested otherwise. 

as of 7/23/2023 
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ST. THEODOSIUS IS A SUBSCRIBER TO TITHE.LY 
In response to requests to be able to donate electronically, we have set up 

a Tithe.ly account so people can donate either regularly or for special  

occasions online. Click here to see: https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate   

Sunday, July 23  
7th Sunday after Pentecost 
Martyrs Trophimus, Theophilus, and 13 
others in Lycia (4th c.)  
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours  
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 
Coffee Hour 
 
Monday, July 24 
Martyrs and Passion-Bearers Boris, 
in Holy Baptism Romanus and Gleb, 
in Holy Baptism David (1015)  
 
Tuesday, July 25 
The Dormition of the Righteous  
Anna, mother of the Most-holy  
Theotokos  
 
Wednesday, July 26 
Repose of St. Jacob (Netsvetov),  
Enlightener of the Peoples of  
Alaska (1864)  
6:00 PM Akathist to Healer  
Panteleimon 

 Thursday, July 27 
Holy Greatmartyr and  

Healer Panteleimon (305)  
 

Friday, July 28 
Holy Apostles of the Seventy and Dea-

cons: Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, 
and Parmenas (1st c.)  

 
Saturday, July 29 

Nativity of St. Nicholas the Wonder-
worker (ca. 345)  

6:00 PM Great Vespers 
 

Sunday, July 30  
8th Sunday after Pentecost 

Apostles Silas and Silvanus of the 
Seventy, and those with them  

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours  
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

Parish Picnic to Follow 

WEEKLY 
SCHEDULE 

2023 

Consider Sponsoring Coffee Hour! 
 For those who would like to HELP with Coffee Hour but don’t cook, 

you can now sponsor a Coffee Hour! By donating $65 you can sponsor a 

Coffee Hour, just put it in a white envelope marked “coffee hour” and 

place it in the collection basket or coffee hour basket in the Hall. 

Return of the Parish Picnic!  
July 30th, 2023 following Divine Liturgy at St. Theodosius Parish Hall in  Trem-

ont. Meat and Beverages provided, Bring sides and desserts (and a change of 

clothes). Sing up sheet is in the VesƟbule and Parish Hall. 

Daily Scripture Readings 
Scripture readings are listed in the calendar. They are also available on the OCA website at  

https://www.oca.org/readings (clicking on a reading expands it for reading—very convenient)  


