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Repose of the Holy Apostle and Evangelist John the Theologian
(September 26)
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The Holy, Glorious All-laudable Apostle and
Evangelist, Virgin, and Beloved Friend of Christ,
John the Theologian was the son of Zebedee and
Salome, a daughter of Saint Joseph the Betrothed.
He was called by our Lord Jesus Christ to be one
of His Apostles at the same time as his elder
brother James. This took place at Lake
Gennesareth (i.e. the Sea of Galilee). Leaving behind their father, both brothers followed the Lord.

the travellers were cast up upon dry ground, and
only the Apostle John remained in the depths of
the sea. Prochorus wept bitterly, bereft of his spiritual father and guide, and he went on towards
Ephesus alone.

On the fourteenth day of his journey he stood at
the shore of the sea and saw that the waves had
cast a man ashore. Going up to him, he recognized the Apostle John, whom the Lord had preThe Apostle John was especially loved by the Sav- served alive for fourteen days in the sea. Teacher
ior for his sacrificial love and his virginal purity.
and disciple went to Ephesus, where the Apostle
After his calling, the Apostle John did not part
John preached incessantly to the pagans about
from the Lord, and he was one of the three aposChrist. His preaching was accompanied by such
tles who were particularly close to Him. Saint John numerous and great miracles, that the number of
the Theologian was present when the Lord rebelievers increased with each day.
stored the daughter of Jairus to life, and he was a
witness to the Transfiguration of the Lord on
During this time there had begun a persecution of
Mount Tabor.
Christians under the emperor Nero (56-68). They
took the Apostle John for trial at Rome. Saint John
During the Last Supper, he reclined next to the
was sentenced to death for his confession of faith
Lord, and laid his head upon His breast. He also
in the Lord Jesus Christ, but the Lord preserved
asked the name of the Savior’s betrayer. The
His chosen one. The apostle drank a cup of deadly
Apostle John followed after the Lord when they
poison, but he remained alive. Later, he emerged
led Him bound from the Garden of Gethsemane to unharmed from a cauldron of boiling oil into
the court of the iniquitous High Priests Annas and which he had been thrown on orders from the torCaiphas. He was there in the courtyard of the High turer.
Priest during the interrogations of his Teacher
and he resolutely followed after him on the way
After this, they sent the Apostle John off to imto Golgotha, grieving with all his heart.
prisonment to the island of Patmos, where he
spent many years. Proceeding along on his way to
At the foot of the Cross he stood with the Mother the place of exile, Saint John worked many miraof God and heard the words of the Crucified Lord cles. On the island of Patmos, his preaching and
addressed to Her from the Cross: “Woman, behold miracles attracted to him all the inhabitants of the
Thy son.” Then the Lord said to him, “Behold thy island, and he enlightened them with the light of
Mother” (John 19:26-27). From that moment the
the Gospel. He cast out many devils from the paApostle John, like a loving son, concerned himself gan temples, and he healed a great multitude of
over the Most Holy Virgin Mary, and he served Her the sick.
until Her Dormition.
After the Dormition of the Mother of God the
Apostle John went to Ephesus and other cities of
Asia Minor to preach the Gospel, taking with him
his own disciple Prochorus. They boarded a ship,
which floundered during a terrible tempest. All

Sorcerers with demonic powers showed great hostility to the preaching of the holy apostle. He especially frightened the chief sorcerer of them all,
named Kinops, who boasted that they would destroy the apostle. But the great John, by the grace
of God acting through him, destroyed all the de-
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monic artifices to which Kinops resorted, and the
haughty sorcerer perished in the depths of the
sea.
The Apostle John withdrew with his disciple Prochorus to a desolate height, where he imposed
upon himself a three-day fast. As Saint John
prayed the earth quaked and thunder rumbled.
Prochorus fell to the ground in fright. The Apostle
John lifted him up and told him to write down
what he was about to say. “I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the beginning and the end, saith the Lord,
Who is and Who was and Who is to come, the Almighty” (Rev 1:8), proclaimed the Spirit of God
through the Apostle John. Thus in about the year
67 the Book of Revelation was written, known also
as the “Apocalypse,” of the holy Apostle John the
Theologian. In this Book were predictions of the
tribulations of the Church and of the end of the
world.
After his prolonged exile, the Apostle John received his freedom and returned to Ephesus,
where he continued with his activity, instructing
Christians to guard against false teachers and
their erroneous teachings. In the year 95, the
Apostle John wrote his Gospel at Ephesus. He
called for all Christians to love the Lord and one
another, and by this to fulfill the commands of
Christ. The Church calls Saint John the “Apostle
of Love”, since he constantly taught that without
love man cannot come near to God.

love of the holy Elder, the youth actually did repent and turn his life around.
Saint John reposed when he was more than a hundred years old. He far outlived the other eyewitnesses of the Lord, and for a long time he remained the only remaining eyewitness of the
earthly life of the Savior.
When it was time for the departure of the Apostle
John, he went out beyond the city limits of Ephesus with the families of his disciples. He bade
them prepare for him a cross-shaped grave, in
which he lay, telling his disciples that they should
cover him over with the soil. The disciples tearfully kissed their beloved teacher, but not wanting to be disobedient, they fulfilled his bidding.
They covered the face of the saint with a cloth
and filled in the grave. Learning of this, other disciples of Saint John came to the place of his burial. When they opened the grave, they found it
empty.
Each year from the grave of the holy Apostle John
on May 8 came forth a fine dust, which believers
gathered up and were healed of sicknesses by it.
Therefore, the Church also celebrates the memory
of the holy Apostle John the Theologian on May 8.

The Lord bestowed on His beloved disciple John
and John’s brother James the name “Sons of
Thunder” an awesome messenger accompanied
by the cleansing power of heavenly fire. And preIn his three Epistles, Saint John speaks of the sig- cisely by this the Savior pointed out the flaming,
nificance of love for God and for neighbor. Alfiery, sacrificial character of Christian love, the
ready in his old age, he learned of a youth who
preacher of which was the Apostle John the Theohad strayed from the true path to follow the lead- logian. The eagle, symbol of the lofty heights of
er of a band of robbers, so Saint John went out
his theological thought, is the iconographic syminto the wilderness to seek him. Seeing the holy
bol of the Evangelist John the Theologian. The apElder, the guilty one tried to hide himself, but the pellation “Theologian” is bestown by Holy Church
Apostle John ran after him and besought him to
only to Saint John among the immediate disciples
stop. He promised to take the sins of the youth
and Apostles of Christ, as being the seer of the
upon himself, if only he would repent and not
mysterious Judgments of God.
bring ruin upon his soul. Shaken by the intense
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St. Theodosius is now a subscriber to tithe.ly
In response to requests to be able to donate electronically, we have set up a Tithe.ly
account so people can donate either regularly or for special occasions online.
Click here to see: https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate Speical thanks to Council
Vice President Cathy Weber and our new Webmaster Kate Zolikoff for making this
happen.

Merrick House Angel Tree
Early poll for those who wish to participate in our annual Merrick House Angel Tree!
Given all that's going on, Merrick House is hoping we can continue our tradition of helping to brighten the Christmases of children who may not see much under their trees. If you are willing to commit to a 'virtual' tag for a child

(or two), please let Dan Morris know (lavidan@sbcglobal.net). Once I have a good idea of what we can do, Merrick
House can get things moving from there. Thank you in advance if you're able to help, and to all who have been so

Hear ye, hear ye!
The time and place for our Annual Parish Meeting
has been set.

St. Theodosius Parish Annual Meeting

September 27th, 2020
12:30 PM
The link to the online meeting will be sent via the Ambo Mailing List, so if you are not on that list
and do not intend to attend in person, please submit your email address so that you may be added
at this time: ambo-theodosius@googlegroups.com
If you wish to attend in person, please call our secretary Eric at 1(216) 574-4886 to make a reservation. Only the first 55* can attend in person, so serious reservations only please. Leaving a
voicemail is fine.
*His Eminence has increased our limit to 55 persons!

The Agenda in Brief


Voting in of new Councilors and Alternates



Reports from the Committees



Financial summary from our Treasurer



Update on the sale of Copper Stone
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Some ThoughTS From Fr. AdAmcio…

It's time for hope, faith, courage
Today's Epistle lesson is taken from St. Paul's Sec- but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed
ond Epistle to the Corinthians. In it, we have a

–always carrying about in the body the dying of

very special message for us today. Although St.

the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be

Paul was telling the Christians living in Corinth

manifested in our body.

about the heavy burden it was to be an Apostle,

How does this apply to us? In a way, we are called

we can glean some very important information

to be Apostles, to preach the Gospel, the Good

for us living today.

News. Therefore, we share in some of the same

St. Paul planted the Church in Corinth during his

difficulties, especially during these modern days

second missionary journey, approximately in the

and the pandemic we face. These are truly tests

year 50. While this was a vibrant, though difficult of our love of, and faith in, Jesus Christ.
city, the Church took root. However, they dealt

We indeed are “hard-pressed on every side” for

with many spiritual problems: discipline, person-

our Faith, but we are not crushed. It is sometimes

al disputes, sexual purity, marriage, and even the

hard living, but we are not crushed.

doctrine of the Resurrection. While he was dedi-

These are perplexing times, physically and spirit-

cated to the Church in Corinth, he nevertheless

ually, but cannot succumb to despair. Certainly,

took great pains to teach and guide them, espe-

with all the bad news we hear, it's easy to despair.

cially during the difficulties they were experienc-

This is where hope comes to our aid.

ing as young Christians. He wrote three letters to

We are being persecuted for our Faith! While it

them, while only two are in existence today. To-

may not be in the physical sense we often expect,

day's Epistle reading is taken from Second Corin-

we are still mocked for what and how we believe.

thians, as we have just finished lessons from First This is where Faith comes to bear because our
Corinthians. St. Paul makes reference to this

Lord Jesus Christ does not forsake us. He promis-

“missing Epistle” in ICor. 5:9. We're not sure what es to be with us to the end of the world!
was included in this letter, but he reminded them Sometimes we are even “struck down,” not perof what was written therein.

haps as St. Paul was struck physically many

In St. Paul's Second Epistle, he relates to them the times, (He refers to bearing his “stripes” [made by
difficulties of being an Apostle. While he was not

flogging]), but we are treated with disdain and of-

one of the original Twelve, he certainly deserves

ten ignored. But yet, we are not destroyed: we

this title by his hard work and sacrifice evidenced continue on in living our Orthodox Christian life.
in his life, missionary work, and preaching.

This is where we need courage.

In chapter 4, he talks about the light given by God We do all of this knowing that we carry within us
through Jesus Christ that is contained in our

the “dying of the Lord Jesus,” His voluntary, sac-

“earthen vessels” so we can appreciate It's com-

rificial death on the Cross, in which we have died

ing from God, and not produced by ourselves.

with Christ in our Baptism. Now with this, the life

Now comes his explanation of the life of an Apos- of Jesus will be manifested in our bodies!
tle, which can relate to us today. St. Paul says: We Therefore, let us look to our Lord Jesus Christ for
are hard-pressed on every side, yet not crushed;

our help and salvation during these times, living

we are perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted,

a life of hope, faith, and courage!
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PRAYER REQUESTS
Departed:

Kaite Ellis-Luvison)

Robert Walsh (friend of the Felons)

Ann Litnar

Chris Magee (Erin Zawolowycz’s

Colleen Walsh (friend of the Felons)

brother)

Erin Zawolowycz

Special Intentions:

Melissa McCutcheon

Kristin Robinson

Deacon Paul Mitchell (Tom Mitchell’s

Marguerite Mihal (Paul Mihal’s

Janet Budko (sister-in-law of Arlene

father)

mother)

Neale)

Subdeacon Theodore Lentz

Paul Mihal

Laurie Budko (niece of Arlene Neale)

Reader Paul Pangrace

Natalya Miller (Arlene Neale’s great-

Alex Ponomar enko

Arlene Czajkowski

niece)

Mary Kay Weber

Andrew Mytr ohovich

Mirta Szewczyk (fr iend of Tatiana)

Child Mary Kate Zweidunger

Debra Par hamovich (Karen Felon’s

Mickey O'Br ien (fr iend of Ar lene)

Child Vivian Sher er

sister)

Elisa Seddon (wife of Er ic)

Melissa (cousin of Mary Ann Kovach)

Grace Par hamovich (Karen Felon’s

Roger Pinta Jr .

Lyndsey (friend of Melissa

mother)

Kelly Buehner

McCutcheon)
Elizabeth (Betty) Balasz

Jim Paulitzky (Jerry Czajkowski’s son- Anna Sykaluk (fr iend of Tatiana)
in-law)
Edward Zewczyk (fr iend of Tatiana)

Marie Borland

James Peter Petkac

Joe Czajkowski (son of Jer r y)

Sandra Brello

Susan Reese (friend of Jerry & Arlene

Patrick Gallagher

Elsie Conr ad

Czajkowski and Betty Balasz)

Horia Dascalescu

Elena Rich (Jerry Czajkowski’s
daughter)

Debra Ellis

Jeremy & Yvonne Pozderac and
unborn child.

Joseph Rusynyk

Gregory Galan

Andrew Sykaluk

Aleksei Green
Virginia Haupt (L isa T heodore’s

Elaine Sudnick (Joy Pfeiffer’s

mother)

mother)

Don Hinkl

Tony Sykaluk (friend of Lydia
Mytrohovich)

Matthew Hunly (Phyllis
Gindlesperger’s brother-in-law)

Janice Tkacz

Diane Kear sey (Janice Tkacz’s sister)

Joanne Theodor e (Lisa Theodore’s

Lacey Udell (wife of Michael Udell)
Mara Kilbane (Melissa McCutcheon’s

mother-in law)
Gayle Vidovitch
Eleanor Wachovec (friend of Karen

granddaughter)
Annamarie Luvison (Daughter of

Felon)
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BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF September 20
Sept 20

Sept 24

Sept 26

Luke 24:1-12

Isa 43:9-14

1:john 3:21-4:6

Gal 2:16-20

Wis 3:1-9

1 John 4:11-16

Mark 8:34-9:1

Wis 5:15-6:3

1 John 4:20-5:5

2 Cor 4:6-15

Luke 12:2-12

John 21:15-25

Matt 22:35-46

Rom 8:28-39

1 John 4:12-19

Luke 21:12-19

John 19:25-27; 21:24-25

Sept 21

Eph 1:1-9

1 Cor 10:23-28

Gal 4:28-5:10

Luke 4:16-22

Luke 4:31-36

Sept 25

Sept 27

Sept 22

Composite 2—Proverbs 10, 3, 8

Luke 24:12-35

Gal 5:11-21

Prov 10:31-11:2

2 Cor 6:1-10

Luke 3:23-4:1

Wis 3:1-19

Luke 5:1-11

Luke 3:19-22

Matt 11:27-30
Sept 23

Gal 5:22-6:2

Gal 4:22-31

Luke 6:17-23

Luke 1:5-25

Eph 1:7-17

Gal 6:2-10

Luke 4:22-30

Luke 4:1-15

Thursday, Sept 24
Holy New Martyrs of Alaska, Hieromonk Juvenaly
and Peter the Aleut

Sunday, Sept 20
Greatmarytr Eustathius and his wife and children
3rd and 6th Hours read at 8:40 AM
Liturgy Begins 9:00 AM
Monday, Sept 21
Apostle Quadratus of the Seventy
Tuesday, Sept 22
Prophet Jonah

Friday, Sept 25
Repose of Ven. Sergius (Sérgii) theWonderworker,
Abbot of Rádonezh

WEEKLY
SCHEDULE
2020

Saturday, Sept 26
Repose of the Holy Apostle and Evangelist John
the Theologian

Wednesday, Sept 23
The Conception of the Honorable Glorious
Prophet, Forerunner and Baptist John

6:00 PM Great Vespers
Sunday, Sept 27
Martyrs Callistratus and his company
3rd and 6th Hours read at 8:40 AM
Liturgy Begins 9:00 AM
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