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On the second day of the Feast of the Nativity

the inscription reads "The Synaxis of the Most

of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Church has estab-

Holy Theotokos."

lished the celebration of the Synaxis of the

Now, however, we commemorate "the Adoration

Most Holy Mother of God. The name of today's of the Magi: Melchior, Gaspar, and Balthasar,
festival signifies the gathering of the faithful in and also the shepherds in Bethlehem who were
order to praise and glorify the All-Holy Virgin,

watching their flocks and came to see the Lord"

who gave birth to our Savior.

on the first day of the Nativity (December 25),

On the first day of the Nativity of the Lord, the

but the Flight into Egypt is commemorated sep-

Church glorifies the Redeemer of the human

arately on December 26, the second day of the

race, and the blessed deliverance which freed

Nativity.

the sinful world from the snares of the Enemy.

Before the massacre of the 14,000 Holy Inno-

On the second day of the Nativity of the Lord,

cents (December 29), an Angel warned Saint Jo-

which was such a great event for our salvation,

seph to take the Child and His Mother and flee

the Church calls upon us to honor the Ever-

to Egypt and to remain there until the Angel

Virgin Mary, the Mother of our Lord, in an ap-

brought him word that it was safe for him to

propriate manner.

return to Nazareth, "for Herod will seek the

The day after many of the Church's Feast Days

child to destroy him" (Matthew 2:13).

is called the Synaxis - such as the day after the

In the icon of the Flight into Egypt there are

Nativity of the Theotokos, when the righteous

mountains. The Virgin sits on a donkey with her

Joachim and Anna are commemorated; or the

Child, looking back at Joseph. He holds a staff,

day following the Feast of Theophany, when we and his cloak is thrown over his shoulder. A
honor Saint John the Baptist, etc.

young man (Tradition says this was Saint Jo-

The Feast of the Synaxis of the Mother of God

seph's son James, the Brother of the Lord) leads

dates back to very ancient times. In the IV cen-

the donkey carrying a rush basket, and looks

tury, some Holy Fathers, such as Saint

back at the Virgin. Behind them is a fortified

Epiphanios of Cyprus (May 12), were already

town with idols toppling from the walls. This

preaching about it.

event was prophesied by Isaiah: "Behold, the

In the ancient Menaia, the Feast of the Synaxis

Lord sits on a swift cloud,1 and shall come to

of the Most Holy Theotokos was called "the Na-

Egypt, and the idols of Egypt shall be moved at

tivity Gifts." This refers to the gifts which the

His presence, and their heart shall faint within

Magi from the East brought to the newborn King them" (Isaiah 19:1); and the Prophet Hosea alof the Jews - the Divine Child Jesus. The Feast

ludes to it: "Out of Egypt have I called my

of the Synaxis of the Mother of God was also

Son" (Hosea 11:1). This is also mentioned in the

called "the Flight into Egypt."

Church's hymns.

On December 26, the early Church commemorated the Wise Men who came to worship the
Savior, and the flight into Egypt, as well as the

1 On the Great Feast of the Transfiguration of

Synaxis of the Mother of God. That is why some the Lord (Sticheron 4 on the Praises), that cloud
icons of the Nativity of the Lord depict His

is seen as an image, or type, of the

Birth, the worship of the shepherds and the Ma- Virgin.
gi, as well as the Flight into Egypt. Sometimes
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Visitations
Fr. Cizmar would like to know who requires visitation. He is eager to visit those who might have gone a long
time without visitation due to COVID, our absence of a rector, or for any reason at all. A key duty of a
priest’s ministry is to visit the sick and confined, those unable to attend the holy services for any reason.
He asks that we use the contact number provided should we need anything from him. His phone number
and email address are printed on the front of every Ambo, and are repeated here:

Father Jan Cizmar - 1(440) 732-8182 - st.theodosiuscathedral@ gmail.com

Reminder:
There is no fasting until January 4th.
Faith Enrichment Concludes
Faith Enrichment has concluded for 2021 and will begin again in 2022. Exact date TBA, contact Subdeacon Leon at
440 666-7601, or Reader Paul Pangrace at 440 884-3115 with any questions. We hope to see you in the new year!

A Couple Messages from Fr. Jan
*During the Christmas time, please remember to contact those who are sick and can't come to church, and those
who decided to not come for various reasons. Greet them with the Feast of Nativity and light a candle for them.
If you also know about someone who is ill and can't drive to church, if possible help them and offer a ride, or

bring them home some blessed bread (antidoron).
*If you are a home-bound, or know about someone who would like to receive the Sacraments, please call (440)
732-8182.

Readers & Subdeacons Please Take Note:
On Sunday, January 23 rd, Fr. Jan wants to have a meeting with all actively serving Readers and Subdeacons. The
meeting will be right after Divine Liturgy and we will talk about serving at the liturgy and rubrics.

Pizza and Movie Night for Kids
While children are enjoying their Christmas Break, they may wish to join us for
pizza and a movie at 5:00 PM at the Parish Hall (next to the Cathedral) on
Thursday, December 30th.

Notice: On Monday, December 27th, there will be Divine Liturgy at 9:00 AM for Protomartyr and Archdeacon Stephen following the 3rd and 6th Hours which will be read at 8:40 PM.

Church School Schedule
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A Nativity Greeting from Fr. Jan
We heard the words that our life is a journey,
from birth to death. Since the first man was cast
out from Paradise, mankind has been journeying, seeking the land which would be like the
one they lost. Jews in the old testament hoped
that the Promised land Canaan will satisfy their
needs, but it didn’t
and their struggles to
find a land of peace
and blessing continued. They believed that
the Messiah will lead
them against their enemies like Moses, or
king David. When Jesus was born as a little
baby, He didn’t become a king of this
world and He said that
his kingdom is not
from this world. When
He was asked by the
Pharisees when the
kingdom of God would
come, He answered
them and said, “The
kingdom of God does
not come with observation; nor will they say, ‘See here!’ or ‘See there!’
For indeed, the kingdom of God is within
you.” (Luke 17:20-21) We found the Messiah

and we found the Promised land and yet
many of us are seeking something else.
What are we looking for? Where do we go? We
see how many of us are in a rush and stressed,
seeking and fighting for something that will
make us happy. Don’t we know that He is the
Way and the Life, our
joy and our strength? I
think that we should
reassess our priorities,
look at our life and
ask if this way that I’m
going to will bring me
real joy and will satisfy
my whole being, or if
I’m journeying in vain.
Jesus Christ is born
and we are not lost,
He is born and we
found the way, He is
among us and we are
not alone anymore.
I wish you a blessed
Feast of the Nativity of
our Lord Jesus Christ,
health, peace and
happiness. And may
the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus!

Due to the pandemic, and our financial position last year, we suspended the Food Pantry bags for
Merrick House (20 bags of groceries for their Moms First program). There are envelopes in the foyer
specifically for this, or you can earmark a special offering envelope for the Merrick House Food Pantry. Please consider 'sponsoring a bag' for $10.
Thank you for your consideration.
- Dan Morris
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DI O CESE OF THE M ID WEST

2021 NATIVITY MESSAGE OF ARCHBISHOP PAUL
Beloved Cler gy, Monastics, and Faithful of the Diocese of the Midwest:
Christ is Born! - Glorify Him!
Man was made in the image of God, but he sinned, and lost immortality. He f ell
from the divine and better life, enslaved completely by corruption. Now the w ise
Creator fashions him again, for He has been g lorified.
(Verse from Ode 1 of the Nativity Canon)

This verse from the Nativity Canon underscores the reality of what we continually
deal with in the Christian life. It seems like we need to repeatedly visit this verse,
as we don't seem to get it. I fear that our Diocese and our churches continue to be
affected by polarizing issues. These issues continue to r evolve around ideology,
morality, religious practices, politics, and now how to address the continuing
pandemic with its new variants. Many have told me that they are weary of dealing
with the latter issue. They are sick and tired of talking about it. People just want to
move on and focus on the Gospel and the spir it ual well being of our people. But the
disagreement continues in the Diocese over how to move on.
What does the Feast of our Lord's Nativity offer us this day to help us address
these issues in our daily lives?
First we need to see that in this Mystery of God becoming Man, our Lord identifies
wit h the whole of our fallen humanity. He identifies with us and becomes fully
man fo r all; w hether we are conservative or liberal, white or black, capitalist or
socialist, High church or Low Church, cradle or convert, pro-mask or anti-mask,
and pro-vaccine, or anti-vaccine. The Church has had to address these realit ies
since the time of the Apostles (just r ead Galatians, 1 Corinthians, or Acts, and you
will see what I mean). But our Lord in assuming our fallen nature refashions and
recreates us so that we might t ranscend the visible and fi nd our fulfillment as
human beings in the world that is invisible. Thus the Litya verse from Compline
also says:
"Today heaven and earth are united, for Ch rist is born. Today God has come to
earth and man ascends to heaven."

In His person, the eternally begotten Son of God becomes the Son of man and
assumes our fallen nature to ful fill our true humanity in His Kingdom. He
transcends the sectarianis m and polarities of our time by becoming the New Adam,
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Nativity Message ofHis Eminence, Archbishop Paul
December 25, 2021
Page2

the "first-born from the dead." Our entire fallen humanity is r ecreated and united
in Christ. St. Gregory the Wonderworker makes this point in his discourse on the
Nativity:
"The Ancient ofDays is become a Child, to make people children of God.

11

The Prophet Isaiah and St. Paul speak of the fruit of this reality in verses that are
read during the services of the Nativity:
"The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
and the calfand the lion and the fatting together, and a little child shall lead
them. The cow and the bear shall feed; their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The sucking child shall play over the
hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder's den.
They shall not hurt or destroy in my entire holy mountain; for the earth shall
be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.
Isaiah 11:6-9
11

For as many ofyou as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is
neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor
female;foryou are all one in Christ Jesus.
Galatians 3:27-28

The incarnation of Our Lord teaches us how we can address the fallen realities of
our time in our witness to the Truth in love. His Nativity shows us that all we
believe, teach, and do in the Church is intimately tied to its fulfillment in His
Kingdom. The minute we separate this relationship we end up preaching religion,
ideology, or legislated moral codes. As to the continuing challenges the variants of
Covid present us, I wish we could find a way to discuss these concerns in light of
the teachings of our Faith. By not doing so, all of the above issues become ends in
themselves and thus idols; this has nothing to do with gospel, the Good News of
Christ's life-creating Death, and His Glorious Resurrection.
I pray that the Lord continue to enlighten us in our celebration of the Great Feast
of His Holy Nativity and upcoming Holy Theophany. Please pray for me.
May the Nativity of Our Lord bring you blessings, joy, and peace.
With love in Christ,

The unworthy Archbishop Paul
To be read during Nativity services and/or circulated among the faithful of the Diocese.
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PRAYER REQUESTS
12/26/2021

Departed:

Kristin Robinson (friend of Nicholas K ozak )

Margot Weber (Cathy’s grandmother )

Jean Woycitzky Thompson (Frank ’s cousin )

Priest John Loejos

Child Anna Marie Luvison (daughter of M atthew & K atie

Valentina Ponomar enko (A unt of Greg Ponomarenko,

(Ellis) Luvison)

Grandmother of Dan Boerio )

Martha Musil (mother of L inda K ovach )
Michael Bowman (L ydia M ytrohovich’s neighbor )

Special Intentions:

Debra Par hamovich (sister of K aren Felon )

Deacon Paul Mitchell (Tom Mitchell’s father )

Grace Mary Par hamovich (mother of K aren Felon )

Subdeacon Theodore Lentz

Eleanor Wachovec (friend of K aren Felon )

Subdeacon Igor Gajewsky

Rachel Ohlin (relative of T atiana )

Reader Paul Pangr ace

Yvonne “Evie” D'Amico

Reader Frank Tkacz

Peter

Reader Ron Latr e (cousin of Felons )

Tony Sykaluk
John Ohlin (relative of Tatiana)

Dan Boer io

Andrew Mytr ohovich

Jennifer Boer io

Daniel Gr ier (neighbor of Paul Z )

Horia Dascalescu (Lavinia's brother)

Greg Galan (cousin of Betty Balasz, friend of K aren &

Diane Kear sey (Janice T kacz's Sister )

Subdeacon Darrell Felon )

Chris Magee (Erin Zawolowycz’s brother )

Janice Romansky (friend of K aren & Subdeacon Darrell

Janice Tkacz

Felon )

Eleanor Wachovec (friend of K aren Felon )

Walter Wojnicz (brother of A lex W ojnicz )

Erin Zawolowycz

Nathan (friend of Fr. Jan )

Mary Kay Weber

Ale (friend of Fr. Jan )

Mickey O'Br ien (friend of Arlene )

Terri Peek (friend of Igor )

Joe Czajkowski (son of Jerry )

Robbie Pr ock

Carol Nielsen (Paul Pangrace‘s sister )

Greg and Christina Martin (friends of R eader Eric )

Matthew Ponomar enko

Gary Popovich (brother-in-law of Frank )

Alexander Ponomar enko
Virginia Medvec
Stephen Chwalyk
Child Benjamin Udell (son of M ichael and L acey )
Arlene Czajkowski
Jeffrey Par hamovich (brother of K aren Felon )
Maggie Par hamovich (sister-in-law of Karen Felon )

Please submit names to the Prayer List by emailing
them to
ambo-theodosius@googlegroups.com
Names remain on the list for 30 days unless requested otherwise.

Margaret “Peg” Peyton (Cathy’s aunt )
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BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Sunday, December 26

Wednesday, December

Saturday, January 1

Sunday, January 2

Luke 24:12-35

29

Composite 1 - Genesis

Wisdom of Solomon 3:1-

Galatians 1:11-19

2 Timothy 4:9-22

17:1-2, 4, 5-7, 8, 9-10,

9

Matthew 2:13-23

Mark 11:22-26

11-12, 14

Wisdom of Solomon

Proverbs 8:22-30

5:15-6:3

Monday, December 27

Thursday, December

Proverbs 10:31-11:12

Wisdom of Solomon 4:7-

Acts 6:8-15; 7:1-5, 47-60

30

John 10:9-16

15

Matthew 21:33-42

Titus 1:5-2:1

Colossians 2:8-12

Luke 24:36-53

2 Timothy 2:20-26

Mark 11:27-33

Luke 2:20-21,40-52

Galatians 5:22-6:2

Hebrews 7:26-8:2

Luke 6:17-23

Friday, December 31

Luke 6:17-23

2 Timothy 4:5-8

Tuesday, December 28

1 Timothy 6:11-16

1 Timothy 3:14-4:5

Mark 1:1-8

2 Timothy 3:16-4:4

Matthew 12:15-21

Matthew 3:1-11

Mark 11:11-23

Titus 1:15-2:10

Mark 10:46-52

Mark 12:1-12

St. Theodosius is now a subscriber to tithe.ly
In response to requests to be able to donate electronically, we have set up
a Tithe.ly account so people can donate either regularly or for special occasions online. Click here to see: https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate

Sunday, December 26
27th Sunday After Pentecost
2nd Day of the Feast of the Nativity
Synaxis of the Most Holy Theotokos
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours read
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
Coffee Hour to follow

WEEKLY
SCHEDULE
2021-2022

Thursday, December 30
Afterfeast of the Nativity of Christ
Virgin Martyr Anysia at Thessalonica
Friday, December 31
Leavetaking of the Nativity
“Unfading Flower” Icon of the Mother of
God at Ardatov

Monday, December 27
3rd Day of the Feast of the Nativity
Holy Protomartyr and Archdeacon Stephen
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours read
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
Tuesday, December 28
Afterfeast of the Nativity of Christ
The 20,000 Martyrs of Nicomedia
Wednesday, December 29
Afterfeast of the Nativity of Christ
The 14,000 Infants (Holy Innocents) slain by
Herod at Bethlehem
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Saturday, January 1
The Circumcision of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours read
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
6:00 PM Great Vespers
Sunday, January 2
28th Sunday After Pentecost
Forefeast of the Theophany
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours read
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
Coffee Hour to follow

