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St.  Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral 
733 Starkweather Avenue 

Cleveland, Ohio 44113 
 

www.sttheodosius.org 
 

Archpriest Jan Cizmar 
1(440) 732-8182 
st.theodosiuscathedral@ 
gmail.com  
Office Hours TWTh  
9AM-2PM, please call ahead 
 
Subdeacon Michael Tabeling 
   Sacristan 
 
Subdeacon Igor Gajewsky 
   Sacristan 
 
Reader Julius Kovach 
    Ecclesiarch & Choirmaster 
 
Denise “Nisi” Pozderac 
dpozderac.tlc@gmail.com  
   Parish Council President 
 

Mary Swit 

    Parish Secretary 

1(216) 574-4886  
StTheodosiusCathedral 

@protonmail.com 

Office Hours MTWTh 
10:00AM-2:00PM 

 
Paul Zawolowycz 
    Ambo Editor 

Divine Services 
Eve Sundays & Feast Days 

5:00 PM Confessions 

6:00 PM Great Vespers 

Sundays and Feast Days 

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hour 

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

Please check weekly schedule 

for specific days (last page). 

Previous Ambos on website. 

 

Articles for publication 

should be submitted to:  

ambo-theodosius 

@googlegroups.com  

21st Sunday after pentecost 

November 2, 2025 

Martyrs Acindynus, Pegasius, 

Aphthonius, Elpidephorus,  

Anempodistus 

Hieromartyr Sera-

phim, Archbishop of 

Uglich (in the world 

Semyon N. Samoylo-

vich) was born on July 

19, 1881 in the city of 

Myrgorod, Poltava 

governorate. 

Semyon graduated 

from the Poltava The-

ological Seminary in 

1902 and received a 

place as a teacher of 

Unalashkinskaya, a 

two-year school in 

Alaska. In 1905 he 

held the same posi-

tion at Sitka, where he 

was tonsured into the 

mantiya by Bishop In-

nocent (Pustynsky) 

and a month later he 

was ordained as a Hi-

eromonk. In 1906, Fa-

ther Seraphim was rector of the Nugek Spiritual Mission in North America. In 

1907-1908 he taught at Sitka Theological Seminary. In America, Vladyka was 

the associate of His Eminence Archbishop Tikhon, the future Patriarch, who 

valued the zealous missionary-ascetic highly. 

In 1908, Father Seraphim was an assistant to the Vladikavkaz diocesan mis-

sionary, and in 1909 he was the Father Confessor of the Alexander Ardon 

Theological Seminary. In 1910, he was appointed first Vicar of the Mogilev 

Brotherhood First-Class Monastery, and then, at the request of His Eminence 

Archbishop Tikhon, who then held the Yaroslavl kathedra, he was trans-

ferred to the post of viceroy of Tolzhsk Yaroslavl Monastery. 

There, Father Seraphim wrote a serious work on the history of the Tolzhsk 

Monastery, timed to coincide with its 600th anniversary. He started a bee-

keeping school for orphan boys, and at the beginning of the war he estab-

lished an infirmary. 

From 1915, Father Seraphim was the vicar of the Uglich Protection Monas-

tery. In February 1920 he was consecrated as Bishop of Uglich, and vicar of 
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the Yaroslavl Diocese. 

Vladyka was a member of the so-called "Parallel Syn-

od", which existed with the tacit approval of His Ho-

liness Patriarch Tikhon in the Danilov Monastery. It 

was founded by the Hieromartyr Archbishop Theo-

dore (Pozdeevsky) and it included prominent bish-

ops: Archbishop Andrew (Ukhtomsky), Bishop Ar-

seny (Zhadanovsky), Bishop Seraphim (Zvezdinsky), 

and Bishop Gouria (Stepanov). 

The reason for the emer-

gence of the "Parallel Syn-

od" was that in the opinion 

of its members, the Patriar-

chal Synod, which was un-

der the tight control of the 

G. P. U, was ineffective and 

was forced to stand in a 

conciliatory position. It 

was conceived as a 

"permanent Pre-Conciliar 

Conference" but its main 

purpose was the prepara-

tion of a secret Local Coun-

cil capable of resolving 

Church problems without 

pressure from the authori-

ties. The fundamental deci-

sions of "Danilovtsy" were: 

1. Affirmation of the prin-

ciples of decentralization 

of Church life as the most 

effective way to resist the 

Bolsheviks' control over 

the Church; 

2. Secret installations of 

bishops and priests. Thus, 

the "Parallel Synod" was 

the cornerstone on which 

the Catacomb Church be-

gan to be established. 

From July 1922 Vladyka was in prison at Yaroslavl, 

and after his release in 1924 he was elevated to the 

rank of Archbishop by His Holiness Patriarch 

Tikhon. In 1925, Vladyka became the temporary ad-

ministrator of the Yaroslavl Diocese. 

Hieromartyr Metropolitan Joseph (Petrov), as one of 

the Deputies of the Patriarchal Locum Tenens, in 

case of his arrest, he appointed temporary Deputies 

in 1925, including Bishop Seraphim. In 1926, on De-

cember 16 (29), after the arrest of the Hieromartyr 

Metropolitan Joseph (Petrov), Vladyka issued an 

Epistle on assuming the office of Deputy Patriarchal 

Locum Tenens. He ran the Church until April 1927, 

then handed over the administration to Metropolitan 

Sergius (Stragorodsky), who had been released from 

prison. 

It is known that in 1927 Vladyka was summoned to 

G. P. U. headquarters in Moscow, where he was of-

fered to accept compromising conditions for the le-

galization of the Church, indicating who to appoint 

as members of the Synod. The Saint refused to do 

this, proposing its members of the Synod and 

among them Metropolitan Kirill (Smirnov). "After all, 

he's sitting there," the Chekists said. 

"But you have him, free him," the Saint replied. After 

such a reply, he was soon arrested. 

After the publication of Metropolitan Sergius' Decla-

ration, the Saint joined the Yaroslavl Opposition, 

headed by the Hieromartyr 

Metropolitan Agathangel 

(commemorated on Octo-

ber 3). With regret, he 

wrote in January 1928 that 

he had "hastily and uncon-

ditionally" handed over the 

Deputy Rights to Metropol-

itan Sergius. He pleaded 

with Metropolitan Sergius 

to be courageous and pub-

lish another Declaration "to 

correct the first," which 

"detracts from service to 

the Truth, and God does 

not help lies." 

He called on the Metropoli-

tan to look to the oldest 

hierarch, Metropolitan Aga-

thangel of Yaroslavl, and 

transfer the Deputy Rights 

to him. In April 1928, Met-

ropolitan Sergius deprived 

Vladyka of his kathedra 

and suspended him from 

the priesthood. He was ar-

rested and then expelled 

from Yaroslavl to Mogilev 

in the Buynichi Holy Spirit 

Monastery. 

In his January 1929 Epistle 

to the Entire Church, the Saint continued to de-

nounce the politics of Metropolitan Sergius and the 

grave sin of "the infatuation of our faint-hearted and 

weak brethren into the new renewal," for which he 

was soon arrested again (in February 1929) and sen-

tenced to five years in a prison camp. But the Saint's 

Message was widely circulated throughout the coun-

try, and was published in Belgrade. 

He was released from the camp and exiled for three 

years to the Northern Territory, where he headed 

the secret Church, assigning priests, and performing 

tonsures. According to the memoirs of his spiritual 

children, "he weakened physically, but he was 

strong in spirit." He believed that in an era of perse-

cution there should be no centralized Church Ad-

ministration. The Bishop must govern his Diocese 

himself. 

Around 1934, Vladyka wrote another Epistle, in 

which Metropolitan Sergius was suspended from the 
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Coffee Hour Quarter 4 2025  
Questions/Concerns/volunteer? call Cathy Weber (412-215-1928) 

October 5 

Mary 

October 12 

Sarah & Mike Brennan 

October 19 

Gabe Tabeling 

October 26 

Holly Maharidge-Roe 

November 2 

Joyce & Judy 

 

November 9 

Vidovich & Whitlock 

November 16 (Nativity Fast) 

Sarah & Mike Brennan 

November 23 (Nativity Fast) 

Cathy 

November 30 (Nativity Fast) 

Mat. Cindy 

December 7 (Nativity Fast) 

Vidovich & Whitlock 

 

December 14 (Nativity Fast) 

Dan & Lavinia 

December 21 (Nativity Fast) 

Christopher & Emiko 

Strah (sponsored by  

 William Lynk) 

December 28 

Nicholas, McKenna, & 

Terry 

(also sponsored by  

 William Lynk) 

Boys’ Night Out 

A pre-Nativity Fast BNO looms! On Sunday, November 9, 5PM  

we will have a Boys’ Night Out at Heck’s Cafe 

2927 Bridge in Ohio City  

Please let Dan Morris know if you plan to attend. Thank you! 

Women's Social Night 
Thursday, Nov 13, 2025 
Michelangelo's Winery 
5515 Broadview Road, Richfield 
6:30pm 
Please contact Sarah Brennan to let her know you'll be joining! 
Txt 330-620-0365 or sarah.e.brennan.1@gmail.com 

Let’s Wine ii DeLayeD 

Our annual wine tasting Let’s Wine has been postponed and will likely be scheduled for 

February 2026. 

More details as they develop! 

 

priesthood for his uncanonical activities beginning 

in 1927. To approve this Epistle, a "small catacomb 

council" was held at Arkhangelsk, the decisions of 

which were to be the basis for all exiled bishops and 

clergy. There is evidence that the Patriarchal Deputy 

Metropolitan Peter (Polyansky) wrote from exile that 

the Russian Bishops themselves must rebuke Metro-

politan Sergius for his uncanonical actions. 

In May 1934, the Saint was arrested once again in 

Arkhangelsk on charges of creating a new "counter-

revolutionary organization of supporters of the true 

Orthodox Church" and he was sentenced to five 

years in the Camps. He served his sentence in the 

Suslov branch of Siblaga. Vladyka was shot in the 

camp on October 22, 1937 (November 4 New Style). 

He was canonized as a Saint with the New Martyrs 

and Confessors of Russia at the Jubilee Bishops' 

Council of Russia. In August of 2000, the Hieromar-

tyr Seraphim was approved by the Orthodox Church 

for general Church veneration. 
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CHURCH & FAMILY: 
WHEN WORSHIP SHAPES EVERYDAY LIFE 

Annual November Speaker Event Fundraiser 

SPONSORSHIPS 

Event Sponsor 

Recognition in Event Program 

Social Media Acknowledgement 

Premium Table Location 

Seating at 2 Tables for up to 8 Guests Each 

Logo & Name at Table Location 

Food & Beverage Sponsor 

Recognition in Program 

Premium Table Location 

Seating for 1 Table for up to 8 Guests 

Logo & Name at Table and Food Station 

Table Sponsor 

Recognition in Program 

Enhanced Table Location 

Seating at 1 Table for up to 8 Guests 

Logo & Name at Table Location 

$5,000 

$1,000 

$500 
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'I'fieoto/ios oflt{aaimir 

EASTERN ORTHODOX WOMEN'S GUILD 

OF GREATER CLEVELAND 

Unity Through Participation 

ICONS ARE 

"WINDOWS TO HEAVEN" 
REVEALING THE GLORY OF Goo! 

THEY ACT AS A PORTAL AND SERVE AS A 
"VISUAL" MEAN TO COMMUNE WITH 
CHRIST, THE THEOTOKOS AND ALL OF OUR 
HEAVENLY SAINTS. 

Saturday, November 22, 2025 @IO:OOAM 
St . Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church 

22909 Center Ridge Road 
Rocky River, Ohio 44116 

MEET ICONOGRAPHER EFFIE FILLIS 
& SEE HER WORK IN PROGRESS 

Life of St. Pfii{otfiea. of .'Atliens 
Pat ron Sa.tnt of St. '.Demetrios' Cfia.yeC 

• Working on Completing the Chapel of St. Demetrios 
• Meet in the Fellowship .Room 
• Social and Refreshments 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
11/2/2025 

Special Intentions: 

Fr Peter Giannakopoulos 

Subdeacon Theodore Lentz 

Subdeacon Roger Pinta 

Subdeacon Leon Felon 

Reader Frank Tkacz 

Reader Daniel Morr is 

   

Horia Dascalescu (Lavinia's brother) 

Janice Tkacz 

Eleanor Wachovec (friend of Karen Felon) 

Rachel Ohlin (relative of Tatiana) 

Erin Zawolowycz 

Jeffrey Parhamovich (brother of Karen Felon) 

Margaret Parhamovich (sister-in-law of Karen Felon) 

Jean Woycitzky Thompson (Frank’s cousin) 

Debra Parhamovich (sister of Karen Felon) 

Robert Martin Prock 

Valentina Zawolowycz (mother of Paul Z) 

Child McKenna Kranek 

Betty Balasz 

Herman Leslie Levin 

Russell Schafer  

Sonia Vorell 

Ivan Lavrisiuk 

Elisabeth Lavr isiuk 

Phyllis Gindlesperger  

Lenore Miroewski (Sister-in-law to Barbara Clos) 

Michael Weaver  

 

 

Mary (friend of Henry) 

Matushka Ludmila Timko 

Debra Ellis 

Elena Rich 

Jerry Czajkowski 

Christopher Magee 

James Mitnik 

Frank Stoyka J r  

Matthew Hunley 

Jill Mor inec 

Barbara Sheean 

Tamara Ponomarenko 

Mary Ann Reck 

Paige Benjamin (Niece of Una Alexandrovic) 

Jon Crouch (friend of Lisa Theodore) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please submit names to the Prayer List by 

emailing them to Fr. Jan Cizmar 

st.theodosiuscathedral@gmail.com 

Or calling at 1 (440) 732-8182 

Names remain on the list for 30 days unless 

requested otherwise. 

mailto:st.theodosiuscathedral@gmail.com
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Sunday, November 2 
21st Sunday after Pentecost 
Martyrs Acindynus, Pegasius,  
Aphthonius, Elpidephorus,  
Anempodistus, and 7,000 with them,  
of Persia  
(ca. 341-345)  
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours  
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy  
Coffee Hour  
 
Monday, November 3 
Martyrs Akepsimas the Bishop, Joseph the 
Presbyter, and Aeithalas the Deacon, of  
Persia (4th c.)  
 
Tuesday, November 4 
Hieromartyr Seraphim (Samoilovich),  
Archbishop of Uglich (1937)  
 
Wednesday, November 5 
Martyrs Galaction and his wife, Epistemis, 
at Emesa (3rd c.)  
6:00 PM Akathist to Nektarios 
6:40 PM Class  
               (The Ten Commandments) 
 
Thursday, November 6 
St. Paul the Confessor, Archbishop of  
Constantinople (350)  
 
Friday, November 7 
Holy 33 Martyrs of Melitene  (3rd c.) 
6:00 PM Great Vespers 
 
Saturday, November 8 
Synaxis of the Archangel Michael and the 
other Bodiless Powers: 
Archangels Gabriel, Raphael, Uriel,  
Selaphiel, Jegudiel, and Barachiel  
(Archangel Michael Orthodox Church  
invites us to join them for Divine Liturgy at 
9:30AM at 5025 E. Mill Road Broadview 
Heights, OH 44147) 
5:00 PM Confessions 
6:00 PM Great Vespers 
 

Sunday, November 9 
22nd Sunday after Pentecost 

Martyrs Onesiphorus and Porphyrius 
 of Ephesus (3rd-4th c.)  

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours  
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy  

Coffee Hour  
Informational Meeting & 

Annual Parish Budgetary Meeting  
to follow 

 
Monday, November 10 
Apostles of the Seventy  

 
Tuesday, November 11 

Martyrs Menas of Egypt (304)  
 

Wednesday, November 12 
Saint Varnava (Nastic) (1964)  

6:00 PM Akathist 
6:40 PM Class  

               (The Ten Commandments) 
 

Thursday, November 13 
St. John Chrysostom, Archbishop of  

Constantinople (407)  
 

Friday, November 14 
Holy and All-praised Apostle Philip  

(1st c.)  
6:00 PM Daily Vespers 

 
Saturday, November 15 

Holy Martyrs and Confessors Gurias,  
Samonas, and Habibus, of Edessa (299-306)  

5:00 PM Confessions 
6:00 PM Great Vespers 

 
Sunday, November 16 

23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
 Holy Apostle and Evangelist Matthew 

 (60 A.D.)  
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours  

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy  
Coffee Hour  

Biweekly 

schedule 

2025 

The Synaxis of the Chief of the 

Heavenly Hosts, Archangel Mi-

chael and the Other Heavenly 

Bodiless Powers: Archangels   

Gabriel, Raphael, Uriel, Selaphiel, 

Jehudiel, Barachiel, and Jeremiel 

was established at the beginning 

of the fourth century at the 

Council of Laodicea, which met 

several years before the First 

Ecumenical Council. The 35th 

Canon of the Council of Laodicea 

condemned and denounced as 

heretical the worship of angels 

as gods and rulers of the world, 

but affirmed their proper  

veneration.  

St. Theodosius is a subscriber to tithe.ly 
In response to requests to be able to donate electronically, we have set up a 

Tithe.ly account so people can donate either regularly or for special  

occasions online. Click here to see: https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate   

Notice: 

On Sunday, November 9th, we will have our Annual Budgetary Meeting following Divine Liturgy.  

Pertinent information will be sent out in advance as per usual. 

https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate

