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St.  Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral 
733 Starkweather Avenue 

Cleveland, Ohio 44113 
 

www.sttheodosius.org 
 

Archpriest Jan Cizmar 
1(440) 732-8182 
st.theodosiuscathedral@ 
gmail.com  
Office Hours TWTh  
9AM-2PM, please call ahead 
 
Subdeacon Michael Tabeling 
   Sacristan 
 
Subdeacon Igor Gajewsky 
   Sacristan 
 
Reader Julius Kovach 
    Ecclesiarch & Choirmaster 
 
Denise “Nisi” Pozderac 
dpozderac.tlc@gmail.com  
   Parish Council President 
 

Mary Swit 

    Parish Secretary 

1(216) 574-4886  
StTheodosiusCathedral 

@protonmail.com 

Office Hours MTWTh 
10:00AM-2:00PM 

 
Paul Zawolowycz 
    Ambo Editor 

Divine Services 
Eve Sundays & Feast Days 

5:00 PM Confessions 

6:00 PM Great Vespers 

Sundays and Feast Days 

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hour 

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

Please check weekly schedule 

for specific days (last page). 

Previous Ambos on website. 

 

Articles for publication 

should be submitted to:  

ambo-theodosius 

@googlegroups.com  

23rd Sunday after pentecost 

November 16, 2025 

Holy Apostle and  

Evangelist Matthew  

The Holy Apostle 

and Evangelist Mat-

thew, was also 

named Levi (Mark 

2:14; Luke 5:27); he 

was one of the 

Twelve Apostles 

(Mark 3:18; Luke 

6:45; Acts 1:13), and 

was brother of the 

Apostle James Al-

phaeus (Mark 2:14). 

He was a publican, 

or tax-collector for 

Rome, in a time 

when the Jews were 

under the rule of the 

Roman Empire. He 

lived in the Galilean 

city of Capernaum. 

When Matthew 

heard the voice of 

Jesus Christ: “Come, 

follow Me” (Mt. 9:9), 

he left everything 

and followed the 

Savior. Christ and 

His disciples did not 

refuse Matthew’s in-

vitation and they 

visited his house, 

where they shared 

table with the publi-

can’s friends and 

acquaintances. Like 

the host, they were also publicans and known sinners. This event dis-

turbed the pharisees and scribes a great deal. 

Publicans who collected taxes from their countrymen did this with great 
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profit for themselves. Usually greedy and cruel 

people, the Jews considered them pernicious be-

trayers of their country and religion. The word 

“publican” for the Jews had the connotation of 

“public sinner” and “idol-worshipper.” To even 

speak with a tax-collector was considered a sin, 

and to associate with one was defilement. But the 

Jewish teachers were not able to comprehend that 

the Lord had “come to call not the righteous, but 

sinners to repentance” (Mt. 9:13). 

Matthew, acknowledging his sinfulness, repaid 

fourfold anyone he had cheated, and he distribut-

ed his remaining possessions to the poor, and he 

followed after Christ with 

the other apostles. Saint 

Matthew was attentive to 

the instructions of the Di-

vine Teacher, he beheld 

His innumerable miracles, 

he went together with the 

Twelve Apostles preaching 

to “the lost sheep of the 

house of Israel” (Mt. 10:6). 

He was a witness to the 

suffering, death, and Res-

urrection of the Savior, and 

of His glorious Ascension 

into Heaven. 

Having received the grace 

of the Holy Spirit, which 

descended upon the Apos-

tles on the day of Pente-

cost, Saint Matthew 

preached in Palestine for 

several years. At the request of the Jewish con-

verts at Jerusalem, the holy Apostle Matthew 

wrote his Gospel describing the earthly life of the 

Savior, before leaving to preach the Gospel in far-

away lands. 

In the order of the books of the New Testament, 

the Gospel of Matthew comes first. Palestine is 

said to be the place where the Gospel was written. 

Saint Matthew wrote in Aramaic, and then it was 

translated into Greek. The Aramaic text has not 

survived, but many of the linguistic and cultural-

historical peculiarities of the Greek translation 

give indications of it. 

The Apostle Matthew preached among people who 

were awaiting the Messiah. His Gospel manifests 

itself as a vivid proof that Jesus Christ is the Mes-

siah foretold by the prophets, and that there 

would not be another (Mt. 11:3). 

The preaching and deeds of the Savior are pre-

sented by the evangelist in three divisions, con-

stituting three aspects of the service of the Messi-

ah: as Prophet and Law-Giver (Ch. 5-7), Lord over 

the world both visible and invisible (Ch. 8-25), 

and finally as High Priest offered as Sacrifice for 

the sins of all mankind (Ch. 26-27). 

The theological content of the Gospel, besides the 

Christological themes, includes also the teaching 

about the Kingdom of God and about the Church, 

which the Lord sets forth in parables about the 

inner preparation for entering into the Kingdom 

(Ch. 5-7), about the worthiness of servers of the 

Church in the world (Ch. 10-11), about the signs 

of the Kingdom and its 

growth in the souls of 

mankind (Ch. 13), about 

the humility and simplicity 

of the inheritors of the 

Kingdom (Mt. 18:1-35; 19 

13-30; 20:1-16; 25-27; 23:1

-28), and about the escha-

tological revelations of the 

Kingdom in the Second 

Coming of Christ within 

the daily spiritual life of 

the Church (Ch. 24-25). 

The Kingdom of Heaven 

and the Church are closely 

interconnected in the spir-

itual experience of Christi-

anity: the Church is the 

historical embodiment of 

the Kingdom of Heaven in 

the world, and the King-

dom of Heaven is the Church of Christ in its es-

chatological perfection (Mt. 16:18-19; 28:18-20). 

The holy Apostle brought the Gospel of Christ to 

Syria, Media, Persia, Parthia, and finishing his 

preaching in Ethiopia with a martyr’s death. This 

land was inhabited by tribes of cannibals with 

primitive customs and beliefs. The holy Apostle 

Matthew converted some of the idol-worshippers 

to faith in Christ. He founded the Church and 

built a temple in the city of Mirmena, establishing 

there his companion Platon as bishop. 

When the holy apostle was fervently entreating 

God for the conversion of the Ethiopians the Lord 

Himself appeared to him in the form of a youth. 

He gave him a staff, and commanded him to plant 

it at the doors of the church. The Lord said that a 

tree would grow from this staff and it would bear 

fruit, and from its roots would flow a stream of 

water. When the Ethiopians washed themselves in 

the water and ate the fruit, they lost their wild 
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Coffee Hour Quarter 4 2025  
Questions/Concerns/volunteer? call Cathy Weber (412-215-1928) 

October 5 

Mary 

October 12 

Sarah & Mike Brennan 

October 19 

Gabe Tabeling 

October 26 

Holly Maharidge-Roe 

November 2 

Joyce & Judy 

 

November 9 

Vidovich & Whitlock 

November 16 (Nativity Fast) 

Sarah & Mike Brennan 

November 23 (Nativity Fast) 

Cathy 

November 30 (Nativity Fast) 

Mat. Cindy 

December 7 (Nativity Fast) 

Vidovich & Whitlock 

 

December 14 (Nativity Fast) 

Dan & Lavinia 

December 21 (Nativity Fast) 

Christopher & Emiko 

Strah (sponsored by  

 William Lynk) 

December 28 

Nicholas, McKenna, & 

Terry 

(also sponsored by  

 William Lynk) 

ways and became gentle and good. 

When the holy apostle carried the staff towards 

the church, he was met by the wife and son of the 

ruler of the land, Fulvian, who were afflicted by 

unclean spirits. In the Name of Christ the holy 

apostle healed them. This miracle converted a 

number of the pagans to the Lord. But the ruler 

did not want his subjects to become Christians 

and cease worshiping the pagan gods. He accused 

the apostle of sorcery and gave orders to execute 

him. 

They put Saint Matthew head downwards, piled 

up brushwood and ignited it. When the fire flared 

up, everyone then saw that the fire did not harm 

Saint Matthew. Then Fulvian gave orders to add 

more wood to the fire, and frenzied with bold-

ness, he commanded to set up twelve idols 

around the fire. But the flames melted the idols 

and flared up toward Fulvian. The frightened Ethi-

opian turned to the saint with an entreaty for 

mercy, and by the prayer of the martyr the flame 

went out. The body of the holy apostle remained 

unharmed, and he departed to the Lord. 

The ruler Fulvian deeply repented of his deed, but 

still he had doubts. By his command, they put the 

body of Saint Matthew into an iron coffin and 

threw it into the sea. In doing this Fulvian said 

that if the God of Matthew would preserve the 

body of the apostle in the water as He preserved 

him in the fire, then this would be proper reason 

to worship this One True God. 

That night the Apostle Matthew appeared to Bish-

op Platon in a dream, and commanded him to go 

with clergy to the shore of the sea and to find his 

body there. The righteous Fulvian and his retinue 

went with the bishop to the shore of the sea. The 

coffin carried by the waves was taken to the 

church built by the apostle. Then Fulvian begged 

forgiveness of the holy Apostle Matthew, after 

which Bishop Platon baptized him, giving him the 

name Matthew in obedience to a command of 

God. 

Soon Saint Fulvian-Matthew abdicated his rule and 

became a presbyter. Upon the death of Bishop Pla-

ton, the Apostle Matthew appeared to him and ex-

horted him to head the Ethiopian Church. Having 

become a bishop, Saint Fulvian-Matthew toiled at 

preaching the Word of God, continuing the work 

of his heavenly patron. 

The 2025 Merrick House Angel Tree is up!  
Please consider making it a joyous Christmas for a less fortunate child. 

Suggested amount per child is $45. 

Take a tag, sign the sheet PLEASE, then buy what you desire of the child's wish list. 

Affix the tag to the gift, and return it to church NO LATER than Sunday Dec. 7. 

The distribution is scheduled for Thursday Dec. 11, 6:30, at Merrick House. 

Any questions, see Dan Morris. As always, may God richly bless you for your generosity! 
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November 15, 2025 

11/ 002 

To the clergy, monastics, and faithful of the Orthodox Church in America, beloved children in the Lord, 

Chris: is in our midst! 

As we begin this sacred season of fasting in preparation for Our Lord's Nativity in the flesh, I desire first 

of all to give each of you my blessing and assure you of my prayers. 

According to the sanctoral calendar of our Church, the first day of the Nativity Fast is also the memory 
of St. Paisius Velichkovsky, one of the great transmitters and exponents of the Byzantine hesychastic 

tradition among bo th Slavic and Romanian peoples. In marking this commemoration, we rightly take 
pride in our rich sacred tradition of prayer and watchfulness, of theology and contemplation. St. Paisius 
is a true teacher of Orthodoxy and knight of the faith, and, even as we begin our fast, we celebrate his 

feast with great joy. 

St Paisius was not merely a teacher, however; he also practiced what he preached. He lived a life of 

prayer, of s tudy, of service to God and neighbor. Therefore, during this sacred season of repentance and 
preparation, let us be prompted by his example: not merely to lay claim to lofty theology and exalted 
spirituality with our words. but to live our Tradition daily. Without making Holy Tradition our own 
through practice, it is in vain that we celebrate St. Paisius and other teachers of Orthodoxy. •orthodox• 

is not a shiny label that we proudly apply to ourselves; it is our path to living out the Gospel of Jesus 
Chris:. 

Therefore, as we embark on the Nativity Fast, I urge that we each return to the pure springs of 
Orthodoxy: the New Testament, the Old Testament, the fathers, the saints. As we renew our study of 

our Tradition, we are not merely seeking so-called "head knowledge," though such knowledge is 

laudable and valuable. Rather, as an Athon ite father once told me, we study the fathers in order to forget 
them: in other words, we study them so that their faith and their teachings become ou r very way of life. 

\.Yt: 11.ay likt:Jl tl1is apprua..:h tu lt:ar11i11g Lu swiln, tu ri<lt: a bil.:yt:Jt:, or Lu <lrivt: a car: aLstnu.:t k11U\\•lc::<lgt: 

is put into practice until discursive thought disappears, and the task, whether swimming or riding or 
driving, becomes second nature. Likewise, the holy Tradition is not something that we should seek to 

show off self-consciously; rather, it should become the rhythm of our existence. This is not the way of 

P.O. Box 31409 Alexandria, Virginia, 22310 
516-922-0550 - metropolitan@oca.org - www.oca.org 
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disputes, of "long fringes" (Mt. 23:5), of spiritual pride: it is the way of humility, of daily dying through 

the offering of ourselves to God and neighbor. 

We practice this humble self-abnegation every time we turn to God in prayer, even when we are tired, 
lis tless, and lacking in hope. We also practice it when, despite our own busy-ness and stress, we make 

time for our neighbor, ou r spouse, our child, our co-worker-or a stranger. We incarnate the holy 
Tradition when we choose, not to blame or complain, but to thank God and to wait on him. 

This waiting lies at the heart of the Nativity Fast, when we recall how the world lay in darkness before 

the First Coming of the Messiah. Indeed, this waiting is at the heart of the Christian faith: our entire life 
should be o riented toward his Second Coming, when Christ, who is our Life, shall appear to reign 
forever. 

I pray that, through the intercessions of St. Paisius Velichkovsk')', this time of the fast may be a ti me of 
renewal for us all, inviting us to learn from our holy Tradition and thereby be oriented in all things 

toward Our Lord and God and Savior Jesus Christ, whose coming again in glory we await-and also 
ant icipate, in and through faith, hope, and love. 

With my primatial prayers and blessing for these holy days of anticipation, 

+Tikhon 
Archbishop of Washington 

Metropolitan of All America and Canada 

P 0 Box 31409 Alexandria, Virginia, 22310 
516-922-0550 - metropolitan@oca.org - www.oca.org 
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'I'fieoto/ios oflt{aaimir 

EASTERN ORTHODOX WOMEN'S GUILD 

OF GREATER CLEVELAND 

Unity Through Participation 

ICONS ARE 

"WINDOWS TO HEAVEN" 
REVEALING THE GLORY OF Goo! 

THEY ACT AS A PORTAL AND SERVE AS A 
"VISUAL" MEAN TO COMMUNE WITH 
CHRIST, THE THEOTOKOS AND ALL OF OUR 
HEAVENLY SAINTS. 

Saturday, November 22, 2025 @IO:OOAM 
St . Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church 

22909 Center Ridge Road 
Rocky River, Ohio 44116 

MEET ICONOGRAPHER EFFIE FILLIS 
& SEE HER WORK IN PROGRESS 

Life of St. Pfii{otfiea. of .'Atliens 
Pat ron Sa.tnt of St. '.Demetrios' Cfia.yeC 

• Working on Completing the Chapel of St. Demetrios 
• Meet in the Fellowship .Room 
• Social and Refreshments 
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Holy Unction to begin the 
Advent Lent 

Monday, November 17@ 6:00 p.m. 
St Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church 

22909 Center Ridge Road, Rocky River 

The Greater Cleveland Council of Orthodox Clergy 

Invite the faithful from northeast Ohio to receive the healing 

sacrament as we begin the approach to the Nativity of Christ. 

Participating clergy are encouraged to wear red vestments 

For more details, contact Fr. Andrew Lentz 440-331-2246 ext. 1 
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Christmas Cookie Wa lk 

Friday,December12,2025-

5 p.m. until 8 p.m. 

and 

Saturday, December 13, 2025 -
11 a.m. until 1 p.m. 

$15.00 per pound 

St. Theodosius Cathedral -

Parish Hall 

733 Starkweather Avenue 

Cleveland (Tremont), Ohio 44113 

" Parking and H a ll entrance behind Ch u rch • • 

CASH or CHECK ONLY 
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~fF'' 
I~~ Y 0 U A R E K I N D LY I N V I T E D T 0 

~ SA INT N ICH OLA S ORTHODOX 
CHURCH 

AS IT CE L E B RAT ES TH E OCCAS ION O F I T S A LTA R F EAS T 

----~----

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2025 
9650 JOHNNYCAKE RIDGE RD, 

MENTOR, OH 44060 

THE DIVINE LITURGY WILL BE PRESIDED 

OVER BY HIS EMINENCE, DANIEL, 

ARCHBISHOP OF CHICAGO AND THE MIDWEST 

9:30AM 
The Greeting of the Hierarch wi ll take place 

lO:OOAM 
The Hierarch ica l Di vine Liturgy wi l l be served 

A FASTING POTLUCK RECEPTION WILL FOLLOW. A MAIN 

COURSE OF FISH WILL BE PROVIDED BY THE PARISH 

WE WOULD LOVE FOR YOU TO STAY AND ENJOY A MIEAL 

WITH US. IF YOU PLAN TO JOIN, PLEASE RSVP 

RSVP FOR THE POTLUCK 
DEADLINE: 

SATURDAY, NOVEMEBER 22 No 

T l NYU R L. CO M/Y KD ZST J5 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
11/16/2025 

Deceased 

Antonina Musgrove (Sister of George Clos) 

 

Special Intentions: 

Fr Peter Giannakopoulos 

Subdeacon Theodore Lentz 

Subdeacon Roger Pinta 

Subdeacon Leon Felon 

Reader Frank Tkacz 

Reader Daniel Morr is 

   

Horia Dascalescu (Lavinia's brother) 

Janice Tkacz 

Eleanor Wachovec (friend of Karen Felon) 

Rachel Ohlin (relative of Tatiana) 

Erin Zawolowycz 

Jeffrey Parhamovich (brother of Karen Felon) 

Margaret Parhamovich (sister-in-law of Karen Felon) 

Jean Woycitzky Thompson (Frank’s cousin) 

Debra Parhamovich (sister of Karen Felon) 

Robert Martin Prock 

Valentina Zawolowycz (mother of Paul Z) 

Child McKenna Kranek 

Betty Balasz 

Herman Leslie Levin 

Russell Schafer  

Sonia Vorell 

Ivan Lavrisiuk 

Elisabeth Lavr isiuk 

Phyllis Gindlesperger  

 

 

 

 

Lenore Miroewski (Sister-in-law to Barbara Clos) 

Michael Weaver  

Mary (friend of Henry) 

Matushka Ludmila Timko 

Debra Ellis 

Elena Rich 

Jerry Czajkowski 

Christopher Magee (Brother of Erin Z) 

Frank Stoyka J r  

Matthew Hunley 

Jill Mor inec 

Barbara Sheean 

Tamara Ponomarenko 

Mary Ann Reck 

Paige Benjamin (Niece of Una Alexandrovic) 

Jon Crouch (friend of Lisa Theodore) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please submit names to the Prayer List by 

emailing them to Fr. Jan Cizmar 

st.theodosiuscathedral@gmail.com 

Or calling at 1 (440) 732-8182 

Names remain on the list for 30 days unless 

requested otherwise. 

mailto:st.theodosiuscathedral@gmail.com
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Sunday, November 16 
23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
Holy Apostle and Evangelist Matthew 
(60 A.D.)  
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours  
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy  
Coffee Hour  
Informational Meeting to follow 
 
Monday, November 17 
St. Gregory, Wonderworker of  
Neo-Cæsarea (ca. 266-270)  
6:00 PM Holy Unction  
@ St. Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church 
22909 Center Ridge Rd in Rocky River 
 
Tuesday, November 18 
Martyr Plato of Ancyra (ca. 306)  
6:30 PM Parish Council Meeting 
 
Wednesday, November 19 
Prophet Obadiah (Abdia—9th c. B.C.)  
 
Thursday, November 20 
Forefeast of the Entry Into the Temple of the 
Most-holy Theotokos 
Ven. Gregory the Decapolite (816) 
6:00 PM Great Vespers 
Ten Commandments Class to follow 
 
Friday, November 21 
The Entry of the Most-Holy Theotokos 
into the Temple  
8:10 AM 3rd and 6th Hours  
8:30 AM Divine Liturgy  
 
Saturday, November 22 
Afterfeast of the Entry Into the Temple 
Apostles of the Seventy Philemon and  
Archippus, Martyr Apphia, wife of  
Philemon and Equal-to-the-Apostles,  
and Onesimus,  
disciple of St. Paul (1st c.)  
5:00 PM Confessions 
6:00 PM Great Vespers 

 
Sunday, November 23 
24th Sunday after Pentecost 
Afterfeast of the Entry Into the Temple 
Repose of Rt. Blv. Great Prince  

Alexander Nevsky, in schema Aleksy (1263)  
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours  

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy  
Coffee Hour  

 
Monday, November 24 

Afterfeast of the Entry Into the Temple 
Great Martyr Catherine of Alexandria  

(305-313)  
 

Tuesday, November 25 
Leavetaking of the Entry Into the Temple 

Saint Clement of Ochrid, Equal of the  
Apostles, Bishop of Greater Macedonia, and 

his  companions Nahum, Savva,  
Gorazd and  

Angelar (916)  
 

Wednesday, November 26 
The Righteous Gideon  

6:00 PM Akathist 
 

Thursday, November 27 
Greatmartyr James the Persian (421) 

Ven. Palladius of Thessalonica (6th-7th c.)  
Thanksgiving Day 

 
Friday, November 28 

Monastic Martyr and Confessor Stephen the 
New of Mt. St. Auxentius,  

Martyrs Basil,  
Stephen, two Gregories, John, Andrew,  

Peter, Anna, and many others (767)  
 

Saturday, November 29 
Martyr Paramon and 370 Martyrs in  

Bithynia (250)  
5:00 PM Confessions 

6:00 PM Great Vespers 
 

Sunday, November 30 
25th Sunday after Pentecost 

 Holy and All-praised Apostle Andrew the 
First-called  

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours  
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy  

Coffee Hour  
FOCA Meeting to follow 

Biweekly 

schedule 

2025 

Psalm 44/45: 10-17 foreshadows 

this event: 

"Hear, O daughter, and see, and 

incline your ear; forget also your 

people and your father’s house. 

Because the king has desired your 

beauty; for he is your Lord. And 

the daughter of Tyre shall adore 

with gifts; the rich of the people 

of the land shall supplicate your 

countenance. All her glory is that 

of the daughter of the king of 

Esebon, robed as she is golden 

fringed garments, in embroidered 

clothing; virgins shall be be 

brought to the king after her, her 

fellows shall be brought to you. 

They shall be brought with glad-

ness and exaltation; they shall be 

led into the king's temple. Instead 

of your fathers children are born 

to you; you shall make them 

princes over all the earth. They 

shall make mention of your name 

from generation to generation; 

therefore shall the nations shall 

confess you for ever, even forever 

and ever. 

St. Theodosius is a subscriber to tithe.ly 
In response to requests to be able to donate electronically, we have set up a 

Tithe.ly account so people can donate either regularly or for special  

occasions online. Click here to see: https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate   

Notice: 

We will have an informational meeting following Divine Liturgy.  

https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate

