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St.  Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral 
733 Starkweather Avenue 

Cleveland, Ohio 44113 
 

www.sttheodosius.org 
 

Archpriest Jan Cizmar 
1(440) 732-8182 
st.theodosiuscathedral@ 
gmail.com  
Office Hours TWTh  
9AM-2PM, please call ahead 
 
Subdeacon Michael Tabeling 
   Sacristan 
 
Subdeacon Igor Gajewsky 
   Sacristan 
 
Reader Julius Kovach 
    Ecclesiarch & Choirmaster 
 
Denise “Nisi” Pozderac 
dpozderac.tlc@gmail.com  
   Parish Council President 
 

Mary Swit 

    Parish Secretary 

1(216) 574-4886  
StTheodosiusCathedral 

@protonmail.com 

Office Hours MTWTh 
10:00AM-2:00PM 

 
Paul Zawolowycz 
    Ambo Editor 

Divine Services 
Eve Sundays & Feast Days 

5:00 PM Confessions 

6:00 PM Great Vespers 

Sundays and Feast Days 

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hour 

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

Please check weekly schedule 

for specific days (last page). 

Previous Ambos on website. 

 

Articles for publication 

should be submitted to:  

ambo-theodosius 

@googlegroups.com  

25th Sunday after pentecost 

November 30, 2025 

 Holy and All-praised Apostle 

Andrew the First-called  

The Holy Apostle 

Andrew the First-

Called was the first 

of the Apostles to 

follow Christ, and he 

later brought his 

own brother, the ho-

ly Apostle Peter, to 

Christ (John 1:35-

42). The future apos-

tle was from Bethsai-

da, and from his 

youth he turned 

with all his soul to 

God. He did not en-

ter into marriage, 

and he worked with 

his brother as a fish-

erman. When the ho-

ly Prophet, Forerun-

ner and Baptist John 

began to preach, 

Saint Andrew be-

came his closest dis-

ciple. Declaring 

Christ to be the 

Lamb of God, Saint 

John the Baptist 

himself sent to 

Christ his own two 

disciples, the future 

Apostles Andrew 

and John the Theolo-

gian. 

After the Descent of 

the Holy Spirit upon 

the Apostles, Saint Andrew went to the Eastern lands preaching the Word of 

God. He went through Asia Minor, Thrace, Macedonia, he reached the River 

Danube, went along the coast of the Black Sea, through Crimea, the Black Sea 

region and along the River Dniepr he climbed to the place where the city of 
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Coffee Hour Quarter 4 2025  
Questions/Concerns/volunteer? call Cathy Weber (412-215-1928) 

October 5 

Mary 

October 12 

Sarah & Mike Brennan 

October 19 

Gabe Tabeling 

October 26 

Holly Maharidge-Roe 

November 2 

Joyce & Judy 

 

November 9 

Vidovich & Whitlock 

November 16 (Nativity Fast) 

Sarah & Mike Brennan 

November 23 (Nativity Fast) 

Cathy 

November 30 (Nativity Fast) 

Mat. Cindy 

December 7 (Nativity Fast) 

Vidovich & Whitlock 

 

December 14 (Nativity Fast) 

Dan & Lavinia 

December 21 (Nativity Fast) 

Christopher & Emiko 

Strah (sponsored by  

 William Lynk) 

December 28 

Nicholas, McKenna, & 

Terry 

(also sponsored by  

 William Lynk) 

Kiev now stands. 

He stopped overnight on the hills of Kiev. Rising in 

the morning, he said to those disciples that were 

with him: “See these hills? Upon these hills shall 

shine forth the beneficence of God, and there will be 

a great city here, and God shall raise up many 

churches.” The apostle went up around the hills, 

blessed them and set up a cross. Having prayed, he 

went up even further along the Dniepr and reached 

a settlement of the Slavs, where Novgorod was built. 

From here the apostle went through the land of the 

Varangians towards Rome for preaching, and again 

he returned to Thrace, where in the small village of 

Byzantium, the future Constantinople, he founded 

the Church of Christ. The name of the holy Apostle 

Andrew links the mother, the Church of Constanti-

nople, with her daughter, the Russian Church. 

On his journeys the First-Called Apostle endured 

many sufferings and torments from pagans: they 

cast him out of their cities and they beat him. In Si-

nope they pelted him with stones, but remaining un-

harmed, the persistent disciple of Christ continued 

to preach to people about the Savior. Through the 

prayers of the Apostle, the Lord worked miracles. By 

the labors of the holy Apostle Andrew, Christian 

Churches were established, for which he provided 

bishops and clergy. The final city to which the Apos-

tle came was the city of Patra, where he was des-

tined to suffer martyrdom. 

The Lord worked many miracles through His disci-

ple in Patra. The infirm were made whole, and the 

blind received their sight. Through the prayers of 

the Apostle, the illustrious citizen Sosios recovered 

from serious illness and Maximilla and Stratokles, 

the wife and brother of the governor of Patra, were 

healed. The miracles accomplished by the Apostle 

and his fiery speech enlightened almost all the citi-

zens of the city of Patra with the true Faith. 

Few pagans remained at Patra, but among them was 

the prefect of the city, Aegeatos. The Apostle An-

drew repeatedly turned to him with the words of the 

Gospel. But even the miracles of the Apostle did not 

convince Aegeatos. The holy Apostle with love and 

humility appealed to his soul, striving to reveal to 

him the Christian mystery of life eternal, through 

the wonderworking power of the Holy Cross of the 

Lord. The angry Aegeatos gave orders to crucify the 

apostle. The pagan thought he might undo Saint An-

drew’s preaching if he were to put him to death on 

the cross. 

Saint Andrew the First-Called accepted the decision 

of the prefect with joy and with prayer to the Lord, 

and went willingly to the place of execution. In or-

der to prolong the suffering of the saint, Aegeatos 

gave orders not to nail the saint’s hands and feet, 

but to tie them to the cross. For two days the apos-

tle taught the citizens who gathered about. The peo-

ple, in listening to him, with all their souls pitied 

him and tried to take Saint Andrew down from the 

cross. Fearing a riot of the people, Aegeatos gave 

orders to stop the execution. But the holy apostle 

began to pray that the Lord would grant him death 

on the cross. Just as the soldiers tried to take hold 

of the Apostle Andrew, they lost control of their 

hands. The crucified apostle, having given glory to 

God, said: “Lord Jesus Christ, receive my spirit.” 

Then a blazing ray of divine light illumined the 

cross and the martyr crucified upon it. When the 

light faded, the holy Apostle Andrew had already 

given up his holy soul to the Lord. Maximilla, the 

wife of the prefect, had the body of the saint taken 

down from the cross, and buried him with honor. 

A few centuries later, under the emperor Constan-

tine the Great, the relics of the holy Apostle Andrew 

were solemnly transferred to Constantinople and 

placed in the church of the Holy Apostles beside the 

relics of the holy Evangelist Luke and Saint Paul’s 

disciple Saint Timothy. 
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November 27, 2025 
11/003 

To the clergy, monastics, and fa ithful of the Orthodox Church in America, beloved children in the Lord, 

Christ is in our midst! 

To all my flock in the United States of America: Happy Thanksgiving! And to all my fl ock throughout the North 
American continent: Glory to Jesus Christ! 

Despite secularization, polarization, ubiquitous commercialization and corporatiza tion on every side, rapid 
social change on every fro nt, today Americans from all walks of life set aside a day fo r thanksgiving, a day 
celebrating tradition and communi ty. The prominence of this holiday in American life speaks not just to the best 
impulses of our national culture, but to the basic yearnings of every human heart. We long for meaning. fo r 
belonging, for a life that is simple and good. 

In the Church, we fi nd the ultimate fulfill ment of these yearnings; we find our destiny as vessels of the 
overflowing li fe and love of the Godhead; we fi nd our eternal place in the everlasting fa mily of God, adopted unto 
the Father through the Cross of the Son. 

As we give thanks to God this day for his earthly bounty, for the joys of fa mily and friends and communal life, let 
us also thank him for his mercifu l invita tion to enter into the joy of unending thanksgiving in heaven, where the 
eternal holiday of salvation is celebrated, where the banquet of the Lamb delights all the children of God unto 
ages of ages. 

Finally, in giving thanks, le t us remember also the hungry hearts of those around us who do not yet know Christ, 
who have yet clearly to hear his call; and remembering this, let us put into practice the words of the Savior: "The 
harvest is plenti ful, but the laborers are few; pray therefore the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his 
harvest" (Matt. 9:37- 38). 

Glory to Goel for all things! 

Wi th my primatial prayers and blessing. 

+Tikhon 
Archbishop of Washington 
Metropolitan of All America and Canada 

P.O. Box 31409 Alexandria. Virginia. 22310 
516-922-0550 - metropolitan@oca.org - www.oca.org 
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Christmas Cookie Wa lk 

Friday,December12,2025-

5 p.m. until 8 p.m. 

and 

Saturday, December 13, 2025 -
11 a.m. until 1 p.m. 

$15.00 per pound 

St. Theodosius Cathedral -

Parish Hall 

733 Starkweather Avenue 

Cleveland (Tremont), Ohio 44113 

" Parking and H a ll entrance behind Ch u rch • • 

CASH or CHECK ONLY 
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~fF'' 
I~~ Y 0 U A R E K I N D LY I N V I T E D T 0 

~ SA INT N ICH OLA S ORTHODOX 
CHURCH 

AS IT CE L E B RAT ES TH E OCCAS ION O F I T S A LTA R F EAS T 

----~----

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2025 
9650 JOHNNYCAKE RIDGE RD, 

MENTOR, OH 44060 

THE DIVINE LITURGY WILL BE PRESIDED 

OVER BY HIS EMINENCE, DANIEL, 

ARCHBISHOP OF CHICAGO AND THE MIDWEST 

9:30AM 
The Greeting of the Hierarch wi ll take place 

lO:OOAM 
The Hierarch ica l Di vine Liturgy wi l l be served 

A FASTING POTLUCK RECEPTION WILL FOLLOW. A MAIN 

COURSE OF FISH WILL BE PROVIDED BY THE PARISH 

WE WOULD LOVE FOR YOU TO STAY AND ENJOY A MIEAL 

WITH US. IF YOU PLAN TO JOIN, PLEASE RSVP 

RSVP FOR THE POTLUCK 
DEADLINE: 

SATURDAY, NOVEMEBER 22 No 

T l NYU R L. CO M/Y KD ZST J5 
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'ITteoto/ios of'Y(aaimir 

EASTERN ORTHODOX WOMEN'S GUILD 

OF GREATER CLEVELAND 

Unity Through Participation 

'BEHOLD THE VIRGIN SHALL BE WITH 
CHILD, AND BEAR A SON, AND THEY 
SHALL CALL HIS NAME EMMANUEL", 
WHICH IS TRANSLATED, Goo WITH us. 

-MATTHEW 1 :23 

CHRISTMAS CUSTOMS AND TRADITIONS 

AROUND THE WORLD 

Saturday, December 13, 2025 @ lO:OOAM 
Euna Vestire Romanian Orthodox Cathedral 

7140 Fitch Road 
Olmsted Township, Ohio 44138 

·:· Presented by Dorothy \.Vinovich 
·:· Learn Unique Customs of the Serbian Orthodox Church 
·:· Share/Bring Customs of YOUR Church 
·:·Bring 2 Dozen of Your Favorite Baked Good, Chocolate Candy or 

Cookie for a... ._ 

C~<:>kie? ( 
E.x.ehtJo~~ r.~· 

~~ (.~ ' ~- . jl, 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
11/30/2025 

Deceased 

Antonina Musgrove (Sister of George Clos) 

 

Special Intentions: 

Fr Peter Giannakopoulos 

Subdeacon Theodore Lentz 

Subdeacon Roger Pinta 

Subdeacon Leon Felon 

Reader Frank Tkacz 

Reader Daniel Morr is 

   

Horia Dascalescu (Lavinia's brother) 

Janice Tkacz 

Eleanor Wachovec (friend of Karen Felon) 

Rachel Ohlin (relative of Tatiana) 

Erin Zawolowycz 

Jeffrey Parhamovich (brother of Karen Felon) 

Margaret Parhamovich  

 (sister-in-law of Karen Felon) 

Jean Woycitzky Thompson (Frank’s cousin) 

Debra Parhamovich (sister of Karen Felon) 

Robert Martin Prock 

Valentina Zawolowycz (mother of Paul Z) 

Child McKenna Kranek 

Betty Balasz 

Sonia Vorell 

Ivan Lavrisiuk 

Elisabeth Lavr isiuk 

Phyllis Gindlesperger  

Lenore Miroewski (Sister-in-law to Barbara Clos) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Michael Weaver  

Mary (friend of Henry) 

Matushka Ludmila Timko 

Debra Ellis 

Elena Rich 

Jerry Czajkowski 

Christopher Magee (Brother of Erin Z) 

Frank Stoyka J r  

Matthew Hunley 

Jill Mor inec 

Barbara Sheean 

Tamara Ponomarenko 

Mary Ann Reck 

Paige Benjamin (Niece of Una Alexandrovic) 

Jon Crouch (friend of Lisa Theodore) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please submit names to the Prayer List by 

emailing them to Fr. Jan Cizmar 

st.theodosiuscathedral@gmail.com 

Or calling at 1 (440) 732-8182 

Names remain on the list for 30 days unless 

requested otherwise. 

mailto:st.theodosiuscathedral@gmail.com
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Sunday, November 30 
25th Sunday after Pentecost 
Holy and All-praised Apostle  
Andrew the First-called  
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours  
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy  
Coffee Hour  
FOCA Meeting to follow 
 
Monday, December 1 
Venerable Botolph of Iken (7th c.)  
 
Tuesday, December 2 
Ven. Alexei (Kabalyuk) (1947)  
 
Wednesday, December 3 
Prophet Zephaniah (Sophonias—635-605 
B.C.)  
6:00 PM Akathist 
Ten Commandments Class to follow 
 
Thursday, December 4 
Glorification of Hieromartyr Protopresbyter  
Alexander (Hotovitzky) (1994)  
 
Friday, December 5 
Ven. Savva the Sanctified (532)  
6:00 PM Great Vespers 
 
Saturday, December 6 
St. Nicholas the Wonderworker,  
Archbishop of Myra in Lycia (ca. 345)  
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours  
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy  
Church School to follow Divine Liturgy 
5:00 PM Confessions 
6:00 PM Great Vespers 
 
Sunday, December 7 
26th Sunday after Pentecost 
St. Ambrose, Bishop of Milan (397)  
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours  
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy  
Coffee Hour  

Monday, December 8 
362 Martyrs of Africa, 62 Clergy and  

300 Laypeople (475)  
 

Tuesday, December 9 
Conception of the Most Holy Theotokos  

by Saint Anna 
Prophetess Anna (Hannah),  

mother of the Prophet Samuel (ca. 1100 B.C.)  
 

Wednesday, December 10 
Martyrs Menas, Hermogenes, and  

Eugraphus, of Alexandria (ca. 313)  
6:00 PM Akathist 

Ten Commandments Class to follow 
 

Thursday, December 11 
Ven. Daniel the Stylite of Constantinople  

(489-490)  
 

Friday, December 12 
Saint Mardarije (Uskokovic) of  

Libertyville (1935)  
5:00 PM Christmas Cookie Walk 

 
Saturday, December 13 

Repose of Ven. Herman of Alaska,  
Wonderworker of All America (1837)  

11:00 AM - 1:00 PM Christmas  
Cookie Walk 

5:00 PM Confessions 
6:00 PM Great Vespers 

 
Sunday, December 14 

27th Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday of the Forefathers  
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours  

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy  
Coffee Hour  

4:00 PM Christmas Concert at  
Holy Trinity Orthodox Church  

(6822 Broadview Rd, Parma, OH 44134) 

Biweekly 

schedule 

2025 

The Prophet Habakkuk (Dec 2)

foresaw the destruction of the Je-

rusalem Temple, the Babylonian 

Captivity and the later return of 

the captives to their native land. 

During the war with the Babyloni-

ans the prophet withdrew to Ara-

bia, where the following miracle 

occurred. When he was bringing 

dinner to the reapers, he met an 

angel of the Lord, and instantly by 

the strength of his spirit he was 

transported to Babylon, where at 

the time the Prophet Daniel was 

languishing in prison. The food 

intended for the reapers assuaged 

the hunger of the exhausted 

Prophet Daniel (Dan. 14:33-37).  

St. Theodosius is a subscriber to tithe.ly 
In response to requests to be able to donate electronically, we have set up a 

Tithe.ly account so people can donate either regularly or for special  

occasions online. Click here to see: https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate   

The 2025 Merrick House Angel Tree is up!  
Thank you so much for clearing the Merrick House Angel Tree! 

All tags were taken in one weekend! 

(Suggested amount is $45 per child; more only if you so choose.) 

Please note: all gifts must be brought to church no later than Sunday Dec. 7. 

Distribution is to be Thursday Dec. 11 at MH, 6:30. Watch this notice for any changes. 

Any problems or questions, see Dan Morris 

https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate

