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DECEMBER 21, 2025

28TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
SUNDAY BEFORE THE
NATIVITY

The Sunday before the
Nativity of Christ we
commemorate Adam and
Eve (the first-created), the
righteous Abel, son of
Adam, the righteous Seth,
son of Adam, the right-
eous Enos, son of Seth, the
righteous Kenan, son of
Enos, the righteous
Mehaliel (Maleleim), son of
Kenan, the righteous
Jared, son of Mehaliel, the
righteous Enoch, son of
Jared, the righteous
Methuselah, son of Enoch,
the righteous Lamech, son
of Methuselah, the right-
eous Noah, son of Lamech,
the righteous Shem, son of
Noah, the righteous
Japheth, son of Noah, the
righteous Arphachshad,
son of Shem, the righteous
Canaan, son of
Arphachshad (in some ver-
sions of the OT, Canaan is
called the son of Ham),

the righteous Shelah, son
of Canaan (some versions
of the OT call Shelah the
son of Arphachshad), the
righteous Eber (from
whom the Hebrews take
their name), son of Shelah,
the righteous Peleg, son of
Eber, the righteous Ragab (Reu), son of Peleg, the righteous Serug, son of Ragab,
the righteous Nahor, son of Serug, the righteous Terah, son of Serug.

The holy Patriarchs: the righteous Patriarch Abraham, son of Terah, the right-
eous Patriarch Isaac, son of Abraham, the righteous Patriarch Jacob, son of
Isaac, the righteous Patriarch Reuben, son of Jacob and Leah, the righteous Patri-
arch Simeon, son of Jacob and Leah, the righteous Patriarch Levi, son of Jacob
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and Leah, the righteous Patriarch Judah (Christ was of
this tribe), the righteous Patriarch Zebulon, son of Ja-
cob and Leah, the righteous Patriarch Issachar, son of
Jacob and Leah, the righteous Patriarch Dan, son of Ja-
cob and Bilhah (Rachel's maid), the righteous Patriarch
Gad, son of Jacob and Zilpah (Leah's maid), the right-
eous Patriarch Asher, son of Jacob and Zilpah, the
righteous Patriarch Naphthali, son of Jacob and Bilhah,
the righteous Patriarch Joseph, son of Jacob and Ra-
chel, the righteous Patriarch Benjamin, son of Jacob
and Rachel.

The righteous Pharez and Zerah, twin sons of Judah,
the righteous Hezron, son of Pharez, the righteous
Aram, son of Hezron, the righteous Aminadab, son of
Aram, the righteous Nahshon, son of Aminadab, the
righteous Salmon, son of Nahshon, the righteous Boaz,
son of Salmon, the righteous Obed, son of Boaz and
Ruth, the righteous Jesse, son of Obed.

The holy Prophet-King David, son of Jesse, King Solo-
mon, son of David, King Rehoboam, son of Solomon,

King Abijah, son of Rehoboam, King Asa, son of Abijah,

King Jehosaphat, son of Asa, King Joram (Jehoram, an
evil king), son of Jehosaphat, King Ochoziah (Ahaziah),
son of Joram, King Jotham, son of Uzziah (Oziah), King
Ahaz (a faithless king), son of Jotham, King Hezekiah,
son of Ahaz, King Manesseh, son of Hezekiah, King
Amos (Ammon), son of Manesseh, King Josiah, son of
Amos, King Jechoniah, son of Josiah.

Matushka Jana & Fr. Jan Baby Shower!

Shealtiel, son of Jechoniah, Zerubbabel (who led cap-
tives back to Jerusalem, and laid the foundations of
the new Temple), son of Shealtiel, Abiud, son of Zerub-
babel, Eliachem, son of Abiud, Azor, son of Eliachem,
Zadok, son of Azor, Achim, son of Zadok, Eliud, son of
Achim, Eleazar, son of Eliud, Matthan, son of Eleazar,
Jacob, son of Matthan, St Joseph the Betrothed, son of
Jacob.

The righteous Melchizedek, King of Salem, the right-
eous Job, the holy Prophet Moses, the priests Hur and
Aaron, Joshua, son of Nun.

The holy prophet Samuel, the holy prophet Nathan, the
holy prophet Daniel, the three holy youths Hananiah,
Mishael and Azariah.

The righteous Sarah, wife of Abraham, the righteous
Rebecca, wife of Isaac, the righteous Leah, first wife of
Jacob, the righteous Rachel, second wife of Jacob, the
righteous Asineth, wife of Patriarch Joseph the all-
comely, the righteous Miriam, sister of Moses, the
righteous Deborah, Judge of Israel and prophetess, the
righteous Ruth, wife of Boaz, the righteous woman of
Zarephath, to whom Elias was sent (3 Kings 17), the
righteous woman of Shunem, who was hospitable to
Elisha (4 Kings 4), the righteous Judith, slayer of Holo-
fernes, the righteous Esther, who delivered Israel from
death, the righteous Hannah, mother of the prophet
Samuel, the righteous Susanna.

Please join us for the coffee hour following Divine Liturgy on January 4th. We will have a baby shower for our very

own Matushka Jana and Father Jan who are expecting twins! If you wish to bring a gift, please leave it in the library.

2025 MERRICK HOUSE ANGEL TREE S

Thank you so much for clearing the Merrick House Angel Tree!

All tags were taken in one weekend!

Thank you, thank you, THANK YOU! The Merrick House Angel Tree project was a great
success! Tags went in a flash, all gifts delivered without fail.

May God richly bless each of you who participated for your compassion.
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-Dan MorrisThank you and God bless you.

Coffee Hour Quarter 4 2025

Questions/Concerns/volunteer? call Cathy Weber (412-215-1928)

December 14 (Nativity Fast)

October 5 November 9
Mary
October 12 November 16

Sarah & Mike Brennan
October 19

Gabe Tabeling
October 26

Holly Maharidge-Roe
November 2

Joyce & Judy

Vidovich & Whitlock

(Nativity Fast)
Sarah & Mike Brennan

November 23 (Nativity Fast)
Cathy

November 30 (Nativity Fast)
Mat. Cindy

December 7 (Nativity Fast)

Vidovich & Whitlock
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Dan & Lavinia
December 21 (Nativity Fast)

Christopher & Emiko

Strah (sponsored by

William Lynk)
December 28

Nicholas, McKenna, &

Terry

(also sponsored by

William Lynk)
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Orthodox Church in America

DIOCESE OF THE MIDWEST

Thursday, 25 December 2025
The Nativity of our Lord God and Savior Jesus Christ
Ne, 170

ARCHPASTORAL MESSAGE OF

THE MOST REVEREND DANIEL
ARCHBISHOP OF CHICAGO AND THE MIDWEST

To the Clergy, Monastics, Faithful and Friends of the Diocese of the Midwest

Thy Nativity, 0 Christ our God,
has shone to the world the light of wisdom!
For by it, those who worshipped the stars,
were taught by a star to adore Thee, the Sun of Righteousness,
and to know Thee, the Orient from on high.
0 Lord, glory to Thee!

Beloved Sons and Daughters in Christ,

CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM!

I greet you all in the joy and peace of Christ as we gather with family, friends, and our fellow believers
to celebrate in the bright light and brilliance of the Nativity of Our Lord!

The liturgical texts of the Feast of the Nativity are filled with references to light and darkness. From
the text of the troparion of the feast, quoted above, to the words taken from the Prophet Isaiah, The
people who walked in darkness have seen a great light (Isaiah 9:2), and in many other scriptural and liturgical
texts, we are reminded that Christ, the Light of the World, was born into this world as the Light which
extinguishes all darkness, the darkness of sin and of death, and the darkness experienced in human life.
Even one of the season’s most popular carols reminds us of this. In 7 Three Kings, we hear the refrain,
“Oh star of wonder, star of night, star with royal beauty bright, westward leading, still proceeding,
guide us to thy perfect light.” The Perfect Light of which we sing is Christ Himself.

Throughout these past forty days, we have been preparing ourselves to celebrate the cherished and
bright feast of the Birth in the Flesh of our Lord, God, and Savior Jesus Christ. through its fasting discipline,
its call to prayer, the exhortation to reach out in love to a needy world, and its appeal to participate more
fully in the Divine Services, the Church has called us to reflect more deeply upon the relationship
between darkness and light that we encounter in various spheres of human life — principally in the areas
of our physical, spiritual and moral life.

917 North Wood Street + Chicuga, Ulinois 60622 + 312-202-0420 *+ Wv.d.owuxa.org
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Nativity Greetings 2025
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During the most recent days of this year’s period of preparation for the celebration of our Lord’s
Nativity, we have been witnesses to an increase in the powers of darkness extending around the globe.
Violence, continuing wars, the hateful and senseless taking of innocent human life, brutal social
upheaval, and the attempted destruction of the moral order, among other influences and efforts, have
been experienced around the world in so many different and intense ways in these past few weeks and
days. However, whether by the taking of one human life, the attempt to harm or destroy a people or
peoples, or a movement to destroy the moral order, these are all an exercise of darkness trying to
overtake the light. This, however, is ultimately impossible. The Light - the Light of Christ - will always
illumine and bring brightness, order, and peace. The Light that shone in the darkness of the night of
the Savior’s birth will always overcome the darkness. The Light of Christ will always shine through and

overcome the darkness of this world. This is good news, the good news we now celebrate.

I invite you all to join with me in pondering and celebrating this great mystery of the Birth of Christ.
Our communal celebration of the Lord’s Nativity offers us the opportunity to pause and reflect upon
the Mystery of the Incarnation: that God became man, took upon Himself our human flesh and human
life, was Incarnate of the Virgin Mary and the Holy Spirit and became man. This is not only a
celebration of Christ’s birth, and neither is it merely a time to ponder the depths of the mystery of the
Incarnation — it is much more. It is also a profound proclamation, the Good News, that light bas entered
the world’s deepest night. The Birth of Christ proclaims that no darkness is too mighty or too powerful for
Christ’s light to penetrate it. Just as the star guided the wisemen from the East, so the light of Christ,
the Perfect Light, guides every individual who is willing to seek after Him. May we, too, be guided by
His Light.

May the Light of Christ shine brilliantly in your hearts and homes as you gather with family and friends
to celebrate this bright and joyous feast. Be assured of my prayers for you and all your loved ones.

CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY HIM!

With love in the Incarnate Son of God,
.——]L '—_Z-ﬁ ‘/‘{" ;} A ,\__

DANIEL
Archbishop of Chicago and the Midwest
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Special Intentions:
Subdeacon Theodore Lentz
Subdeacon Leon Felon
Reader Frank Tkacz

Reader Daniel Morris

Horia Dascalescu (Lavinia's brother)

Janice Tkacz

Eleanor Wachovec (friend of Karen Felon)
Rachel Ohlin (relative of Tatiana)

Jeffrey Parhamovich (brother of Karen Felon)
Margaret Parhamovich (sister-in-law of Karen Felon)
Jean Woycitzky Thompson (Frank’s cousin)
Debra Parhamovich (sister of Karen Felon)
Robert Martin Prock

Valentina Zawolowycz (mother of Paul Z)
Child McKenna Kranek

Betty Balasz

Ivan Lavrisiuk

Elisabeth Lavrisiuk

Phyllis Gindlesperger

Jerry Czajkowski

Christopher Magee (Brother of Erin Z)
Barbara Sheean

Tamara Ponomarenko

Paige Benjamin (Niece of Una Alexandrovic)
Jon Crouch (friend of Lisa Theodore)

Sara Wilmot (friend of Tim Clos)
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PRAYER REQUESTS 7,

Please submit names to the Prayer List by
emailing them to Fr. Jan Cizmar
st.theodosiuscathedral@gmail.com

Or calling at 1 (440) 732-8182
Names remain on the list for 30 days unless
requested otherwise.
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ST. THEODOSIUS IS & SUBSCRIBER TO TITHE.LY

Bl

F 1
In response to requests to be able to donate electronically, we have set up a r._ >
Tithe.ly account so people can donate either regularly or for special = -
occasions online. Click here to see: https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate Elﬁr L it g
Sunday, December 21
28th Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday before the Nativity Sunday, December 28

Forefeast of the Nativity of Christ

Virgin Martyr Juliana of Nicomedia, and with
her 500 men and 130 women (304)

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Coffee Hour

Monday, December 22

Forefeast of the Nativity of Christ

Great Martyr Anastasia, “Deliverer from
Poisons”, and her teacher, Martyr
Chrysogonos

5:00 PM Confessions

6:00 PM Daily Vespers

6:30 PM 6th Royal Hour

Tuesday, December 23
Forefeast of the Nativity of Christ
Holy Ten Martyrs of Crete

5:00 PM Confessions

6:00 PM Daily Vespers

6:30 PM 9th Royal Hour

Wednesday, December 24

Eve of the Nativity of Christ
Nun-martyr Eugenia of Rome

11:00 AM Vesperal Divine Liturgy
6:00 PM Vigil for the Nativity

Thursday, December 25

THE NATIVITY ACCORDING TO THE
FLESH OF OUR LORD GOD AND
SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST

The Adoration of the Magi:

Melchior, Caspar, and Balthasar
Commemoration of the Shepherds in
Bethlehem who were watching their flocks, and
went to see the Lord

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Friday, December 26

Second Day of the Feast of the Nativity
Synaxis of the Most Holy Theotokos
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Saturday, December 27

Saturday after the Feast of the Nativity
Holy Protomartyr and Archdeacon
Stephen (34)

5:00 PM Confessions

6:00 PM Great Vespers

BIWEEKLY
SCHEDULE
2025-2026

The Forefeast of the
Nativity of the Lord
begins on December 20.
From now on, most of
the liturgical hymns will
be concerned with the
birth of the Savior.
During Matins (after the
first Sedalen) on this sec-
ond day of the prefeast
of the Nativity we sing,
“The unapproachable
God in His tender mercy
approaches me; He wills
to be born in the flesh in
the city of Bethlehem. He
receives human nature
from a Virgin maiden. Let
us eagerly run to greet
Him, crying out in fear: O
Lord, glory to Thee.”
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29th Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday after the Feast of the Nativity

Holy Righteous Ones: Joseph the Betrothed,

David the King, and James the Brother of
the Lord

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Coffee Hour

FOCA Meeting to follow

Monday, December 29

Afterfeast of the Nativity of Christ

The 14,000 Infants (Holy Innocents) slain by
Herod at Bethlehem

Tuesday, December 30
Afterfeast of the Nativity of Christ
Virgin Martyr Anysia at
Thessalonica (285-305)

Wednesday, December 31
Leavetaking of the Nativity
“Unfading Flower” Icon of the
Mother of God at Ardatov
6:00 Great Vespers

Thursday, January 1

The Circumcision of our

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
St. Basil the Great, Archbishop of
Cesarea in Cappadocia (379)
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Friday, January 2

Forefeast of the Theophany
Repose of Ven. Seraphim,
Wonderworker of Sarov (1833)

Saturday, January 3

Saturday before Theophany
Holy Prophet Malachi (400 B.C.)
5:00 PM Confessions

6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sunday, January 4

Sunday before Theophany

Synaxis of the Seventy Apostles
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Coffee Hour/

Fr. Jan & Mat. Jana Baby Shower!
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