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St.  Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral 
733 Starkweather Avenue 

Cleveland, Ohio 44113 
 

www.sttheodosius.org 
 

Archpriest Jan Cizmar 
1(440) 732-8182 
st.theodosiuscathedral@ 
gmail.com  
Office Hours TWTh  
9AM-2PM, please call ahead 
 
Subdeacon Michael Tabeling 
   Sacristan 
 
Subdeacon Igor Gajewsky 
   Sacristan 
 
Reader Julius Kovach 
    Ecclesiarch & Choirmaster 
 
Denise “Nisi” Pozderac 
dpozderac.tlc@gmail.com  
   Parish Council President 
 

Mary Swit 

    Parish Secretary 

1(216) 574-4886  
StTheodosiusCathedral 

@protonmail.com 

Office Hours MTWTh 
10:00AM-2:00PM 

 
Paul Zawolowycz 
    Ambo Editor 

Divine Services 
Eve Sundays & Feast Days 

5:00 PM Confessions 

6:00 PM Great Vespers 

Sundays and Feast Days 

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hour 

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

Please check weekly schedule 

for specific days (last page). 

Previous Ambos on website. 

 

Articles for publication 

should be submitted to:  

ambo-theodosius 

@googlegroups.com  

29th Sunday after pentecost 

December 28, 2025 

Holy Righteous Ones: Joseph the 

Betrothed, David the King,  

and James  

Forefeast of the Theophany of 

our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ 

The first day of the Forefeast of         

Theophany falls on January 2. 

Like the hymns for the Nativity, 

many of the Church’s hymns of 

this period are slightly modi-

fied versions of the hymns 

of Holy Week. 

One of the hymns at Matins to-

day says that the coming Feast 

of Theophany will be “even 

more radiant” than the Feast of 

the Nativity. 

The second day of the Forefeast 

of     Theophany falls on Janu-

ary 3. Today’s hymns invite us 

to go in spirit to the Jordan Riv-

er where the Creator comes to 

be baptized. He is the Light 

which shines in the darkness 

(John 1:5), and today He begins 

to overcome that darkness.  

The third day of the Forefeast of Theophany falls on January 4. The hymns com-

pare the Feast of the Nativity with the coming Feast. “There shepherds saw the 

Child and were amazed; here the voice of the Father proclaims the only-begotten 

Son.”  

The fourth day of the Forefeast of Theophany falls on January 5. If January 5th 

falls on a weekday, the following order is observed: 

Vespers on the evening of the 4th, then Matins. The First Hour is not read after 

Matins. 

On the 5th we read the Royal Hours, followed by Vespers and the Liturgy of 

Saint Basil the Great. 

If the Eve of Theophany falls on Saturday: 

The Royal Hours are read on Friday, but there is no Liturgy. Vespers on the 

evening of the 4th, followed by Matins. The Liturgy of Saint John Chrysostom is 
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celebrated on Saturday morning. 

If the Eve of Theophany falls on a Sunday: 

The Royal Hours are read on Friday, but there is no Lit-

urgy. Vigil is served on Saturday evening, and the Lit-

urgy of Saint John      Chrysostom is celebrated on Sun-

day. 

There are thirteen readings at Vespers on the Eve of 

Theophany, and the entrance is made with the Gospel. 

There is fasting today, whatever day of the week it 

may be. 

Coffee Hour Quarter 4 2025  
Questions/Concerns/volunteer? call Cathy Weber (412-215-1928) 

October 5 

Mary 

October 12 

Sarah & Mike Brennan 

October 19 

Gabe Tabeling 

October 26 

Holly Maharidge-Roe 

November 2 

Joyce & Judy 

November 9 

Vidovich & Whitlock 

November 16 (Nativity Fast) 

Sarah & Mike Brennan 

November 23 (Nativity Fast) 

Cathy 

November 30 (Nativity Fast) 

Mat. Cindy 

December 7 (Nativity Fast) 

Vidovich & Whitlock 

December 14 (Nativity Fast) 

Dan & Lavinia 

December 21 (Nativity Fast) 

Christopher & Emiko Strah 

(sponsored by  

 William Lynk) 

December 28 

Nicholas, McKenna, & Terry 

(also sponsored by  

 William Lynk) 

Matushka Jana & Fr. Jan Baby Shower! 
 

Please join us for the coffee hour following Divine Liturgy on January 4th. We will 
have a baby shower for our very own Matushka Jana and Father Jan, who are ex-

pecting twins!  If you wish to bring a gift, please leave it in the library. 

Cookie Walk Report: 

Thanks to all who participated in our 2025 Cookie Walk. All the work 

done in baking, providing supplies, running the sale, and all other  

efforts have yielded results! 

This year we made over $4,800.00  

Dear Parishioners, 

As we prepare to celebrate the great Feast of Theophany (the Baptism of our Lord) on January 6, 2026, we joyfully invite you to 

schedule the traditional blessing of your homes in the weeks following the feast. 

You are warmly welcomed to contact Fr. Jan directly by email or phone to arrange a convenient time for your house blessing. 

By inviting the priest into our homes and having them sprinkled with the blessed Theophany water, we proclaim that God is 

the Lord of our home—our domestic church—and we ask His grace to purify it from all evil, to drive away every dark influ-

ence, and to fill it with His peace, light, and blessing throughout the new year.. 

Please reach out soon so that Fr. Jan can plan his visits accordingly. 

Friends, 

We look forward to seeing you early in 2026 for our next St. Kyranna Cooking Class. 

We will meet on Saturday, January 10th at Sts. Constantine & Helen Cathedral (3352 Mayfield Road,  

Cleveland Heights, 44118). Great Vespers begins at 5:00 p.m., and class will immediately follow the service. 

Our hostess will be Renee Sadler. Our exact theme is still TBD, but expect something Greek and delicious! 

Mark your calendars now, and enjoy the rest of 2025.  

Merry Christmas!  

Cheers, 

REAL Cleveland 
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Ortfiodox Cn.urch in '.11.merica. 

DIOCESE OF THE MIDWEST 

Thursday, 2) Deoember 202) 

The Nativity of our Lurd God and Savior Juw ChriJt 
N~.170 

ARCHPASTORAL MESSAGE OF 
THE MOST REVEREND DANIEL 

ARCHBISHOP OF CHICAGO AND THE MIDWEST 

To the Clergy, Monastics, Faithful and Friends of the Diocese of the Midwest 

Thy Nativity, 0 Christ our God, 
haJ shone to the world the light of wi.rdom! 
Fur by it, those who worJhipped the starJ, 

were taught by a Jtar to adore Thee, the Sun of 1Vghteo11mess, 
and to know Thee, the Orient from on high. 

0 Lord, glory to Thee! 

Beloved Sons and Daughters in Christ, 

CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY H IM! 

I greet you all in the joy and peace of Christ as we gather with family, friends, and our fellow believers 
to celebrate in the bright light and brilliance of the Nativity of Our Lord! 

The liturgical texts of the Feast of the Nativity are filled with references to light and darkness. From 
the text of the troparion of the feast, quoted above, to the words taken from the Prophet Isaiah, The 
people who walked in darkneu have 1een a great lz'ght (Isaiah 9:2), and in many other scriptural and liturgical 
texts, we are reminded that Christ, the L ight of the World, was born into this world as the Light which 
extinguishes all darkness, the darkness of sin and of death, and the darkness experienced in human life. 
Even one of the season"s most popular carols reminds us of this. I n We Three i(Jng1, we hear the refrain, 
"Oh star of wonder, st ar of night, star with royal beauty bright, westward leading, still proceeding, 
guide us to thy perfect light." The Pnft&t Light of which we sing is Christ H imsel£ 

Throughout these past forty days, we have been preparing ourselves to celebrate the cherished and 
bright feast of the Birth in the Flesh of our LQT'd, God, and Savior JuUJ Christ. through its fasting discipline, 
its call to prayer, the exhortation to reach out in love to a needy world, and its appeal to participate more 
fully in the Divine Services, the Church has called us to reflect more deeply upon the relationship 
between darkness and light that we encounter in various spheres of human life - principally in the areas 
of our physical, spiritual and moral life. 

9171'forth W aod Street • Chicaeo, 'J{[inois 60622 • 312 -202-04 20 • www.dOmoca.ora 
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Nativity Greetings 202) 
Page2 

During the most recent days of this year's period of preparation for the celebration of our Lord's 
Nativity, we have been witnesses to an increase in the powers of darkness extending around the globe. 
Violence, continuiing wars, the hateful and senseless taking of innocent human life, brutal social 
upheaval, and the attempted destruction of the moral order, among other influences and efforts, have 
been experienced around the world in so many different and intense ways in these past few weeks and 
days. However, whether by the taking of one human life, the attempt to harm or destroy a people or 
peoples, or a movement to destroy the moral order, these are all an exercise of darkness ttying to 
overtake the light. This, however, is ultimately impossible. The Light - the Light of Christ - will always 
illumine and bring brightness, order, and peace. The Light that shone in the darkness of the night of 
the Savior's birth will always overcome the darkness. The Light of Christ will always shine through and 
overcome the darkness of this world. This is good news, the good news we now celebrate. 

I invite you all to join with me in pondering and celebrating this great mystery of the Birth of Christ. 
Our communal celebration of the Lord's Nativity offers us the opportunity to pause and reflect upon 
the Mystery of the Incarnation: that God became man, took upon Himself our human flesh and human 
life, was Incarnate of the Virgin Mary and the Holy Spirit and became man. This is not only a 
celebration ofChriist's birth, and neither is it merely a time to ponder the depths of the mystery of the 
I ncarnation - it is much more. It is also a profound proclamation, the Good News, that light hM entered 
the world! deeput night. The Birth of Christ proclaims that no darkness is too mighty or too powerful for 
Christ's light to penetrate it. Just as the star guided the wisemen from the East, so the light of Christ, 
the Perfect Light, guides every individual who is willing to seek after Him. M.ay we, too, be guided by 
His Light. 

May the Light of Christ shine brilliantly in your !hearts and homes as you gather with family and friends 
to celebrate this bright and joyous feast. Be assured of my prayers for you and all your loved ones. 

CHRIST IS BORN! GLORIFY H IM! 

With love in the Incarnate Son of God, 

DANIEL 
Archbishop of Chicago and the Midwest 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
12/28/2025 

Special Intentions: 

Subdeacon Theodore Lentz 

Subdeacon Leon Felon 

Reader Frank Tkacz 

Reader Daniel Morr is 

   

Horia Dascalescu (Lavinia's brother) 

Janice Tkacz 

Eleanor Wachovec (friend of Karen Felon) 

Rachel Ohlin (relative of Tatiana) 

Jeffrey Parhamovich (brother of Karen Felon) 

Margaret Parhamovich (sister-in-law of Karen Felon) 

Jean Woycitzky Thompson (Frank ’s cousin) 

Debra Parhamovich (sister of Karen Felon) 

Robert Mar tin Prock  

Valentina Zawolowycz (mother of Paul Z) 

Child McKenna Kranek 

Betty Balasz 

Ivan Lavr isiuk 

Elisabeth Lavr isiuk 

Phyllis Gindlesperger  

Jerry Czajkowski 

Christopher Magee (Brother of Erin Z) 

Barbara Sheean 

Tamara Ponomarenko 

Paige Benjamin (Niece of Una Alexandrovic) 

Jon Crouch (friend of Lisa Theodore) 

Sara Wilmot (friend of T im Clos) 

Please submit names to the Prayer List by 

emailing them to Fr. Jan Cizmar 

st.theodosiuscathedral@gmail.com 

Or calling at 1 (440) 732-8182 

Names remain on the list for 30 days unless 

requested otherwise. 

mailto:st.theodosiuscathedral@gmail.com
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Sunday, December 28  
29th Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday after the Feast of the Nativity 
Holy Righteous Ones: Joseph the  
Betrothed, David the King, and James 
the Brother of the Lord  
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours  
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy  
Coffee Hour 
FOCA Meeting to follow 
 
Monday, December 29  
Afterfeast of the Nativity of Christ 
The 14,000 Infants (Holy Innocents) slain 
by Herod at Bethlehem  
 
Tuesday, December 30 
Afterfeast of the Nativity of Christ 
Virgin Martyr Anysia at  
Thessalonica (285-305)  
 
Wednesday, December 31 
Leavetaking of the Nativity  
“Unfading Flower” Icon of the  
Mother of God at Ardatov  
6:00 Great Vespers 
 
Thursday, January 1 

The Circumcision of our  
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 
St. Basil the Great, Archbishop of  
Cæsarea in Cappadocia (379)  
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours  
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy  
 
Friday, January 2 
Forefeast of the Theophany 
Repose of Ven. Seraphim,  
Wonderworker of Sarov (1833)  
 
Saturday, January 3 
Saturday before Theophany 
Holy Prophet Malachi (400 B.C.)  
4:45 PM Church School 
5:00 PM Confessions 
6:00 PM Great Vespers 
 
Sunday, January 4 
30th Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday before Theophany 
Synaxis of the Seventy Apostles  
 

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours  
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy  

Coffee Hour/ 
Fr. Jan & Mat. Jana Baby Shower! 

 
Monday, January 5 

Eve of Theophany 
Hieromartyr Theopemptus, Bishop of  

Nicomedia, and Martyr Theonas (303)  
6:00 PM St. Basil the Great  

Divine Liturgy with Vespers 
& the Blessing of Water 

 
Tuesday, January 6 

The Holy Theophany of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

Ven. Macarius of Mt. Athos (1431)  
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours  

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy  
 

Wednesday, January 7 
Afterfeast of the Theophany 

Synaxis of the Holy Glorious Prophet,  
Forerunner and Baptist John  

 
Thursday, January 8 

Afterfeast of the Theophany 
Ven. George the Chozebite, Abbot (6th c.)  

 
Friday, January 9 

Afterfeast of the Theophany 
Martyr Polyeuktos of Melitene in Armenia 

(259)  
 

Saturday, January 10 
Afterfeast of the Theophany 

Saturday after Theophany 
St. Gregory, Bishop of Nyssa (4th c.)  

5:00 PM Confessions 
6:00 PM Great Vespers 

 
Sunday, January 11 

31st Sunday after Pentecost 
 Afterfeast of the Theophany  

Sunday after Theophany  
Ven. Theodosius the Great,  

the Cenobiarch (529)  
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours  

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy  
Coffee Hour 

Biweekly 

schedule 

2025-2026 

After this ritual, the Divine In-

fant was given the name Jesus, 

as the Archangel                  

Gabriel declared on the day of 

the Annunciation to the Most 

Holy Theotokos [Luke 1:31-33, 

2:21]. The Fathers of the 

Church explain that the Lord, 

the Creator of the Law, under-

went circumcision in order to 

give people an example of how 

faithfully the divine ordinances 

ought to be fulfilled. The Lord 

was circumcised so that later 

no one would doubt that He 

had truly assumed human 

flesh, and that His Incarnation 

was not merely an illusion, as 

certain heretics had taught. In 

the New Testament, the ritual 

of circumcision gave way to the 

Mystery of Baptism, which it 

prefigured [Colossians 2:11-

12]. Accounts of the Feast of 

the Circumcision of the Lord 

continue in the Eastern Church 

right up through the fourth 

century.  

St. Theodosius is a subscriber to tithe.ly 
In response to requests to be able to donate electronically, we have set up a 

Tithe.ly account so people can donate either regularly or for special  

occasions online. Click here to see: https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate   

https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate

