ST. THEODOSIUS ORTHODOX CATHEDRAL
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Divine Services

Eve Sundays & Feast Days
5:00 PM Confessions

6:00 PM Great Vespers
Sundays and Feast Days
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hour
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
Please check weekly schedule
for specific days (last page).
Previous Ambos on website.

Articles for publication
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ambo-theodosius
@googlegroups.com

JULY 26, 2026

8TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
REPOSE OF SAINT JACOB
NETSVETOV, ENLIGHTENER OF THE
PEOPLES OF ALASKA

Father Jacob
(Netsvetov) of
Alaska was born
of pious parents
in 1802 on Atka
Island, Alaska.
His father, Yegor
Vasil’evich
Netsvetov was a
Russian from
Tobolsk. His
mother, Maria
Alekseevna, was
an Aleut from
Atka island.
Yegor and Maria
had four children
who survived in-
fancy; Jacob was
the first born, fol-
lowed by Osip
(Joseph), Elena,
and Antony.
Yegor and Maria
were devoted to
their children
and, though of
meager means,
did all they could
to provide them
with the educa-
tion which would help them in this life as well as in the life to come. Osip
and Antony were eventually able to study at the Saint Petersburg Naval
Academy in Russia, becoming a naval officer and a shipbuilder, respec-
tively. Their sister, Elena, married a successful and respected clerk for
the Russian-American Company. But Jacob yearned for a different kind of
success, a success that the world might consider failure for “the right-
eous live forever, their reward is with the Lord” (Wis. Sol. 5:15). And so,
when the family moved to Irkutsk in 1823, Jacob enrolled in the Irkutsk
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Theological Seminary and placed all his hope in
Christ by seeking first the Kingdom of God (Mt.
6:33).

Jacob was tonsured as a Subdeacon on October 1,
1825. He married a Russian woman (perhaps also
a Creole) named Anna Simeonovna, and in 1826
graduated from the Seminary with certificates in
history and theology. On October 31, 1826, he
was ordained to the Holy Diaconate and assigned
to serve the altar of the Holy Trinity-Saint Peter
Church in Irkutsk. Two years later, on March 4,
1828, Archbishop Michael, who had earlier or-
dained Father John Veniaminov (Saint Innocent),
elevated the godly deacon Jacob to the Holy
Priesthood. This, however, was no ordinary ordi-
nation. As if he were a new Patrick, hearing the
mystical call of his distant flock, Father Jacob
yearned to return to his native Alaska. And the all-
good God, who “satisfies the longing soul and fills
the hungry soul with goodness” (Ps.107:9) heard
the prayer of his servant.

Archbishop Michael provided Father Jacob with
two antimensia: one for the new Church which
would be dedicated to the glory of God in honor
of Saint Nicholas the Wonderworker in Atka, and
one to be used for missionary activity. On May 1,
1828 a molieben for travelers was served, and Fa-
ther Jacob, his father, Yegor, (now tonsured as
reader for the Atka Church), and his matushka,
Anna, set out for Alaska.

Who can tell of the perils and trials associated
with such a journey? Travel in those days was
never easy, either overland or over the waves of
the sea. Nevertheless, aided by prayer and confi-
dence in God’s providence, the Netsvetov family
arrived safely in Atka over a year later, on June
15, 1829. The new assignment for the newly-
ordained Father Jacob would also prove to be
quite a challenge. The Atka “parish” comprised a
territory stretching for nearly 2,000 miles and in-
cluded Amchitka, Attu, Copper, Bering and Kurile
Islands. But this did not deter the godly young
priest, for when he was clothed in the garments of
the Priesthood, he was found to be “clad with zeal
as a cloak’ (Is. 59:17), and so he threw himself
wholly into his sacred ministry. His deep love for
God and for his flock was evident in everything
that he did. Both in Atka and in the distant villag-
es and settlements which he visited, Father Jacob
offered himself as a “living sacrifice” (Rom 12:1).
Having “no worry about his life” (Mt. 6:25 ff), the
holy one endured manifold tortures of cold, wet,
wind, illness, hunger and exhaustion, for to him
life was Christ (Phil 1:21). Showing himself as a
“rule of faith,” his example brought his people to
a deep commitment to their own salvation. Being
fully bilingual and bicultural, Father Jacob was

uniquely blessed by God to care for the souls of
his fellow Alaskans.

When he arrived in Atka, the Church of Saint Nich-
olas had not yet been built. So, with his own
hands Father Jacob constructed a large tent (Acts
18:3) in which he conducted the services. For Fa-
ther Jacob the services of the Church were life:
life for his people and life for himself. It was in
the worship of God that he found both strength
and joy. Later he would transport this tent with
him on his missionary journeys, and like Moses in
the wilderness, the grace of God was found wher-
ever this tent was taken (Num 4:1 ff; 10:17 ff).
When his first six months had ended (end of
1829), Father Jacob recorded that he had baptized
16, chrismated 442, married 53 couples, and bur-
ied 8.

Once the church was constructed, Father Jacob
turned his attention to the building of a school in
which the children would learn to read and write
both Russian and Unangan Aleut. The Russian
American Company provided some of the support
initially, with the students providing the remain-
der. This continued until 1841, when it was reor-
ganized as a parish school and ties with the com-
pany ceased. Father Jacob proved to be a talented
educator and translator whose students became
distinguished Aleut leaders in the next generation.
Father Netsvetov led an active physical and intel-
lectual life, hunting and gathering for his own
subsistence needs, preparing specimens of fish
and marine animals for the natural history muse-
ums of Moscow and Saint Petersburg, correspond-
ing with Saint Innocent (Veniaminov) on matters
of linguistics and translations. He labored over
the creation of an adequate alphabet for the
Unangan-Aleut language, and the translation of
the Holy Scriptures and other appropriate litera-
ture into that language. Saint Innocent praised the
young pastor for his holiness of life, his teaching,
and for continuing this work of translating which
he, himself, had begun earlier among the native
peoples. After fifteen years of service, Father Ja-
cob was awarded the Nabedrennik, Kamilavka,
and Gold Cross. Later, he would be made Arch-
priest and receive the Order of Saint Anna.

These ecclesiastical awards do not tell of the per-
sonal sufferings of this warrior for Christ. In
March of 1836, his precious wife, Anna, died of
cancer; his home burned to the ground in July of
1836; and his dear father, Yegor, died of an unde-
termined illness in 1837. Who can utter the depth
of sorrow felt by this God-pleaser? Yet he lifted
up his voice with that ancient sufferer and cried,
“shall we indeed accept good from God and shall
we not accept adversity? In all this he did not sin
with his lips” (Job 2:10). In his journal Father Ja-
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cob attributed all to “the Will of Him whose Provi-
dence and Will are inscrutable and whose actions
toward men are incomprehensible.” He patiently
endured hardships and sufferings like the Holy
Apostle Paul. He saw in these misfortunes not a
Victory by the hater of men’s souls (i.e. the devil)
but a call from God to even greater spiritual
struggles. With this in mind, Father Jacob peti-
tioned his ruling bishop to return to Irkutsk in or-
der to enter the monastic life. A year later, word
reached him that permission was granted contin-
gent upon the arrival of a replacement. None ever
came.

Instead, Bishop Innocent soon came to Atka and
asked Father Jacob to accompany him on a voy-
age by ship to Kamchatka. Who can know the
heavenly discourse enjoyed by these two lovers
of Christ as they traveled over the waves? This,
however, is clear, the holy archpastor was able to
accomplish three things in Father Netsvetov.
Firstly, he applied the healing salve of the Spirit
with words of comfort; secondly, he dissuaded
Father Jacob from entering the monastery; and
thirdly, he revealed to the godly priest the true
plan of the Savior for his life, that he ‘might
preach (Christ) among the Gentiles” (Gal. 1: 16)
deep in the Alaskan interior. Father Jacob contin-
ued to serve his far-flung flock of the Atka parish
until December 30, 1844. A new zeal had taken
hold of him, and it was then that Saint Innocent
appointed him to head the new Kvikhpak Mission
in order to bring the light of Christ to the people
of the Yukon. Here, aided by two young Creole
assistants, Innokentii Shayashnikov and Konstan-
tin Lukin, together with his young nephew, Vasilii
Netsvetov, Father Jacob “settled’ in the wilder-
ness of Alaska.

He learned new languages, embraced new peoples
and cultures, devised another alphabet, built an-
other church and Orthodox community, and for
the next twenty years, until his health and eye-
sight failed, continued to be an evangelical bea-
con of the grace of God in southwestern Alaska.
Establishing his headquarters in the Yup’ik Eski-
mo village of Ikogmiute (today’s ‘Russian Mis-
sion’) he traveled to native settlements hundreds
of miles up and down Alaska’s longest river (the
Yukon) as well as the Kuskokwim River region. At
the insistence of Indian leaders, he traveled as far
as the middle of the Innoko River baptizing hun-
dreds of Indians from various, and often formerly
hostile, tribes. “Behold how good and how pleas-
ant it is for brethren to dwell together in uni-

ty” (Ps 133:1). He built the first Christian temple
in this region, and dedicated it to the feast of the

Elevation of the Holy Cross. Here Father Jacob, in
spite of failing health, joyfully celebrated the
Church’s cycle of services, including all of the
services prescribed for Holy Week and Pascha.
Finally, in 1863, the evil One, who “walks about
like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may de-
vour” (I Pet 5:8), sought one last time to get the
better of the righteous one. So the devil, the fa-
ther of lies, (John 8:44), inspired an assistant of
Father Jacob to level spurious and slanderous
charges against his master. This resulted in a
summons to Sitka, issued by Bishop Peter. The
godly pastor was quickly cleared of all charges,
but due to his ever-worsening health, he re-
mained in Sitka for his final year serving a Tlingit
chapel. He died on July 26, 1864 at the age of 60
and was buried on the third day at the entry of
the chapel. During his final missionary travels in
the Kuskokwim/Yukon delta region, he had bap-
tized 1,320 people—distinguishing himself as the
evangelizer of the Yup’ik Eskimo and Athabascan
Indian peoples.

This brief history has recounted the basic chro-
nology of the saint’s life and labors, but we must
not neglect to relate his other deeds, that the
light be not “hidden under a bushel” (Mt.5:15). In
1841, Father Jacob encountered a group of wom-
en from his flock in Amlia who had fallen victim
to certain demonic influences and teachings.
Blaming himself for the seduction and fall of his
spiritual children by the evil one, he informed the
leader among them that he was going to pay them
a visit.

Upon arriving, he found one of the women para-
lyzed, semi-conscious and unable to speak. He
ordered that she be removed to another house
apart, and on the next day when this was accom-
plished, he lit the lampada before the icons of the
beautiful corner, vested himself in his priestly
epitrachilion (stole), sprinkled holy water
throughout the room, and began the first prayers
of exorcism. He then left.

During the night he was notified that the woman
had begun to speak but incoherently. He came im-
mediately to her and performed a second exor-
cism. This time, she sprang out of her bed and
stood next to the saint, joined her prayer to his,
and accompanied them with prostrations. When
the prayers were finished, Father Jacob again
sprinkled her with holy water and gave her the
precious cross to kiss. She regained full con-
sciousness, a state of health and true reason—
that is, even the false teachings of the evil spirits
had no more part in her.

Once in November of 1845, Father Jacob was
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preaching in the village of Kalskag, where the lo-
cal chief was also the head shaman. He spoke for
all of the villagers and resisted the Word of God
forcefully. But the saint, calm and full of the Holy
Spirit, continued to sow the seeds of right belief
and piety. After many hours, the chief fell silent
and finally came to believe. The villagers, in soli-
darity with their leader, also joyously expressed
their belief in the Triune God and sought Holy
Baptism.

Father Jacob was a physician of bodies as well as
souls. He often cared for the sick among his flock
even to his own detriment. During the winter of
1850-1851 the saint was himself ravaged with ill-
ness. Yet he cared for the sick and dispensed
medicine to them every day. Father Jacob’s
preaching often brought together in the Holy
Faith tribes who were traditional enemies. One
example from his journal reads:

“Beginning in the morning, upon my invitation, all
the Kol’chane and Ingalit from the Yukon and the
local ones gathered at my place and I preached

the word of God, concluding at noon. Everyone
listened to the preaching with attention and with-
out discussion or dissent, and in the end they all
expressed faith and their wish to accept Holy Bap-
tism, both the Kol’chane and the Ingatit (formerly
traditional enemies). I made a count by families
and in groups, and then in the afternoon began
the baptismal service. First [ baptized 50
Kol’chane and Ingalit men, the latter from the Yu-
kon and Innoko. It was already evening when I
completed the service. March 21, 1853.”

So it was that this apostolic man, this new Job,
conducted himself during his earthly course.
There are many other deeds and wonders which
he performed, many known and many more
known only to God. Few missionaries in history
have had to endure the hardships which Father
Jacob faced, yet he did so with patience and hu-
mility. His life of faith and piety are the legacy
which he leaves to us, his spiritual children in
America, and indeed to all Christians throughout
the world.

The Dormition Talks
on the Divine Liturgy

A series of talks exploring the beauty and meaning of the
Divine Liturgy.

Schedule:

« July 29th - 6:45 PM (after Akathist)
« August 5th - 6:45 PM

« August 12th - 6:45 PM

« August 19th - 6:45 PM

Topics include:

o The Creed

« The Holy Anaphora (Epiclesis)

« Holy Communion and Preparation
« The Dismissal

Coffee Hour Quarter 3 2026

Questions/Concerns/volunteer? call Cathy Weber

(412-215-1928)

July 5 (Sponsored by Una & John) September 6
Joyce & Judy August 9 (Dormition Fast) Shawna
July 12 Matushka Jana (Sponsored by Anonymous)
Matushka Jana August 16 September 13
July 19 Tammy Holly Roe
Christopher & Emiko (Sponsored by Una & John) September 20
July 26 August 23 Heather
Mary Joyce & Judy September 27

August 2 (Dormition Fast) August 30

Dan & Lavinia

Shawna

Sarah & Mike Brennan
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CLEVELAND

5K Walk/Run to Benefit IOCC

Saturday, September 12, 2026

Start time: Check In 9:00 am * Opening Prayer/Photo 9:45 am
Walk/Run 10:00 am ¢ Fellowship and refreshments immediately to follow

Join us for a family-friendly 5K walk/run to support the
humanitarian work of IOCC! All ages and abilities welcome.
Make your steps count and impact the lives of people in need.

Cleveland Metroparks
Race start and parking at Rockcliff Springs Parking Lot
18833 Rockcliff Dr  Rocky River, OH 44116
Individuals $25 ¢ Families $70

Scan the QR code or register online at

iocc.org/Cleveland

If you have any questions, please feel free
to contact Sophia Kayafas 440-525-6914
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oly Assumption OrthedoX Ghurek
_Halupki Festival

SUNDAY AUGUST 16, 2026

110 E. MAIN STREET (SR 163) MARBLEHEAD, OHIO 43440

B Anmual

Divine Liturgy 10:00 AM

AGTIVITIES

FO0D

Carpatho-Russian Dinner Historic Church Tours

Starting at 11:30am Live Polka Music

2 Halupki Frank Moravcik Orchestra

2~Perohi Culkar-Golob Band

Kielbasa Ed Klimczak

Baklava ;

Roll & Butter Herman Halupki's Craft Fest
20+ vendors

Bake Sale Rusyn (Pysanky) Easter Eqg Art

Eastern European Ala Cart Bounce House

Starting at 2:00 pm Balloon Art & Face Painting

Halupki Main Raffle

Perohi Hourly 50/50

Kielbasa & Kraut

Bratwurst

Halushki & Cabbage

And more!

Admission is FREE!

FREE SHUTTLE SERVICE FROM

PARKING LOCATION

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Q4197984591 @ HalupkiFestival @ holyassumptionmarblehead.org §%] info@holyassumptionmarblehead.org
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To the EOWG Church Representatives

Dear Sisters in Christ!
Glory to Jesus Christ! Glory forever!

As we closeout the year and get ready to begin a New Church Year, the EOWG is also in
full gear to reunite our friends from the other churches and make new friends who join us
along with opportunities to deepen our faith.

In order to further unite the Orthodox Churches of Greater Cleveland and to continue to
grow in Christ as One Church, the month of August has been declared to begin
our “Membership Drive” month.

We would like to implement a few suggestions to remind our current members to renew as
soon as possible and introduce the EOWG to the women of your parish who are not
members.

Here are a few suggestions to plant the seed to RENEW or JOIN:

» Discuss the organization with your priest. Get his blessing to speak about the EOWG,; its
purpose and mission during coffee hour.

»  Submit the Memberslﬁp Drive ﬂj,-'er to the person responsible for publishjng the weel-;l}'
bulletin.

» DPost the Membership Drive ﬂ}'er on your church bulletin board.
» Display the new membership application with other church literature

» Ask other members from your church to help spread the word about the EOWG.

» Invite all women from your parish to our first meeting in September. The September
meeting details are included in your representative package that will take place at Holy 'I‘rinit_i,r
on Saturday, September 20.

Please join us for coffee, tea and a Lenten breakfast or snack. Feel free to bring a snack to
share if you choose. Relax, chat and then pick up your representative package.

)
y e
WHEN: Monday, August 17, 2026 il o.n'.;ﬂf‘ar
TIME: 10:00 AM z\ 4
PLACE: Meet in the Church Hall ;*?\ ) IN CHRIST
3\
Holy Trinity Orthodox Church /| ARE %’uﬁf 1

J

6822 Broadview Road FOR LIFE

Parma, Ohio 44134 y
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WHO Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry is the
national prison ministry of the Orthodox
Church in the US and an agency of the
A RE Assembly of Canonical Orthodox Bishops.

'\ ASSEMBLY OF CANONICAL
**l%ﬂv ORTHODOX BISHOPS

OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

OUR MISSION

Orthodox Christian Prison Ministry serves those who are incarcerated and their families, and provides resources,
training, and support to our ministry partners so that lives are transformed and God is glorified.

WHAT WE DO

RELATIONSHIP MANAGEMENT - Through our Correspondence Ministry, OCPM case managers maintain
relationships with Orthodox and non-Orthodox prisoners over years and decades at a time.

CERTIFICATE PROGRAM IN PRISON MINISTRY - We rigorously train Orthodox dlergy and laity through a one-
year academic program, in partnership with St. Tikhon's Seminary.

CHURCH PROGRAMS - We train, inspire, and partner with churches to establish parish-based prison ministries
and implement OCPMs religious education and spiritual formation programs, like Early Christian History, Stories
of Faith: The Parables of Jesus, and the PenPal Ministry.

STORYBOOK CONNECTIONS™ - Storybook Connections™ is an OCPM program that enables volunteers to
enter a jail to record incarcerated parents reading a storybook for their child. The recording along with the book
is then sent to the child, who now has a tangible connection to his or her parent.

YOUR 2025 IMPACT

722 people in prison who received spiritual support

228 new case files of people in prison opened
65,336 spiritual study courses, Bible studies, daily

readings, and spir flections sent

81 Orthodox parishes participated in an OCPM Church
Program

357 prison facilities served by OCPM

276 5th Avenue, Ste. 704-3183 WWW.THEOCPM.ORG

Mew York, MY 10001
(347) 868-6957
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Please submit names to the Prayer List by
emailing them to Fr. Jan Cizmar
st.theodosiuscathedral@gmail.com

Or calling at 1 (440) 732-8182

Names remain on the list for 30 days unless
requested otherwise.

PRAYER REQUESTS

7/26/2026

Deceased:

John Alexandrovic

Special Intentions:
Subdeacon Theodore Lentz
Subdeacon Leon Felon
Reader Frank Tkacz
Reader Daniel Morris

Reader Haralambos Steingass

Horia Dascalescu (Lavinia's brother)
Janice Tkacz

Eleanor Wachovec (friend of Karen Felon)
Rachel Ohlin (relative of Tatiana)

Jeffrey Parhamovich (brother of Karen Felon)
Margaret Parhamovich (sister-in-law of Karen Felon)
Jean Woycitzky Thompson (Frank’s cousin)
Debra Parhamovich (sister of Karen Felon)
Robert Martin Prock

Valentina Zawolowycz (mother of Paul Z)
Child McKenna Kranek

Betty Balasz

Elisabeth Lavrisiuk

Phyllis Gindlesperger

Jerry Czajkowski

Barbara Sheean

Tamara Ponomarenko

Paige Benjamin (niece of Una Alexandrovic)

Sara Wilmot (friend of Tim Clos)

Catherine (niece of Judy Schwind)

Elena Rich

Donald & Catherine & newborn Theodore
Quinn (niece of John Alexandrovic)

Erin Zawolowycz

Anthony Swit
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ST. THEODOSIUS IS & SUBSCRIBER TO TITHE.LY

In response to requests to be able to donate electronically, we have set up a
Tithe.ly account so people can donate either regularly or for special
occasions online. Click here to see: https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate

Sunday, July 26

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost
Repose of St. Jacob (Netsvetov),
Enlightener of the Peoples of
Alaska (1864)

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Coffee Hour

Monday, July 27
Holy Greatmartyr and Healer
Panteleimon (305)

Tuesday, July 28

Holy Apostles of the Seventy and
Deacons: Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon,
and Parmenas (1st c.)

Wednesday, July 29

Nativity of St. Nicholas the
Wonderworker (ca. 345)

6:00 PM Akathist

6:45 PM Talk on the Divine Liturgy

Thursday, July 30

Apostles Silas and Silvanus of the
Seventy, and those with them: Crescens,
Epenetus, and Andronicus (1st c.)

6:30 AM Hours and Typica

Friday, July 31

Forefeast of the Procession of the
Honorable and Lifegiving Cross

of the Lord

6:00 PM Vespers with the Blessing of
water and honey

Saturday, August 1

Procession of the Honorable Wood of
the Lifegiving Cross of the Lord
Dormition Fast Begins

11:00 AM Baptism of Baby Theodore, son

of Cathy Weber and Donald Ahrens
5:00 PM Confessions
6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sunday, August 2

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost
Translation of the Relics of the
Protomartyr and Archdeacon
Stephen from Jerusalem to

e

[y
Ot

BIWEEKLY
SCHEDULE
2026

The Great Martyr and Healer
Panteleimon was born in the city of
Nicomedia into the family of the
illustrious pagan Eustorgius, and he
was named Pantoleon. His mother
Saint Euboula (March 30) was a
Christian. She wanted to raise her
son in the Christian Faith, but she
died when the future martyr was
just a young child. His father sent
Pantoleon to a pagan school, after
which the young man studied med-
icine at Nicomedia under the re-
nowned physician Euphrosynus.
Pantoleon came to the attention of
the emperor Maximian (284-305),
who wished to appoint him as royal
physician when he finished his
schooling.
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Constantinople (ca. 428)
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
Coffee Hour

Monday, August 3

Ven. Isaac, Dalmatios, and Faustus,
Ascetics of the Dalmatian Monastery at
Constantinople (4th-5th c.)

Tuesday, August 4

Holy Seven Youths (“Seven Sleepers”) of

Ephesus: Maximilian, Jamblicus,
Martinian, John, Dionysius,
Exacustodian (Constantine), and
Antoninus (250). Martyr Eudoxia of
Persia (362-364)

Wednesday, August 5

Forefeast of the Transfiguration

Martyr Eusignius of Antioch (362). Ven.
Job of Ushchelsk (1628)

6:00 PM Transfiguration Vespers

6:45 PM Talk on the Divine Liturgy

Thursday, August 6
The Holy Transfiguration of our Lord
God and Savior Jesus Christ

Friday, August 7

Afterfeast of the Transfiguration
Holy Martyr Mercurius of Smolensk
(13th c.)

Saturday, August 8

Afterfeast of the Transfiguration

St. Emilian the Confessor, Bishop of
Kyzikos (813-820)

5:00 PM Confessions

6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sunday, August 9

Tenth Sunday after Pentecost

Afterfeast of the Transfiguration
Glorification of St Herman of Alaska,
Wonderworker of All America

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

Coffee Hour


https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate

