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St.  Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral 
733 Starkweather Avenue 

Cleveland, Ohio 44113 
 

www.sttheodosius.org 
 

Archpriest Jan Cizmar 
1(440) 732-8182 
st.theodosiuscathedral@ 
gmail.com  
Office Hours TWTh  
9AM-2PM, please call ahead 
 
Subdeacon Michael Tabeling 
   Sacristan 
 
Subdeacon Igor Gajewsky 
   Sacristan 
 
Reader Julius Kovach 
    Ecclesiarch & Choirmaster 
 
Denise “Nisi” Pozderac 
dpozderac.tlc@gmail.com  
   Parish Council President 
 

Mary Swit 

    Parish Secretary 

1(216) 574-4886  
StTheodosiusCathedral 

@protonmail.com 

Office Hours MTWTh 
10:00AM-2:00PM 

 
Paul Zawolowycz 
    Ambo Editor 

Divine Services 
Eve Sundays & Feast Days 

5:00 PM Confessions 

6:00 PM Great Vespers 

Sundays and Feast Days 

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hour 

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 

Please check weekly schedule 

for specific days (last page). 

Previous Ambos on website. 

 

Articles for publication 

should be submitted to:  

ambo-theodosius 

@googlegroups.com  

August 16, 2026 
11th Sunday after Pentecost 

 Translation of the Image  

“Not-made-by-haNds”  

of our Lord Jesus Christ 

The Transfer of the 

Icon of our Lord Je-

sus Christ Not-Made-

by-Hands from Edes-

sa to Constantinople 

occurred in the year 

944. Eusebius, in 

his History of the 

Church (I:13), re-

lates that when the 

Savior was preach-

ing, Abgar was the 

ruler of Edessa. He 

was stricken with 

leprosy all over his 

body. Reports of the 

great miracles per-

formed by the Lord 

spread throughout 

Syria (Mt.4:24) and 

even reached Abgar. 

Without having seen 

the Savior, Abgar 

believed in Him as 

the Son of God. He 

wrote a letter re-

questing Him to 

come and heal him. 

He sent his own por-

trait painter Ananias 

to Palestine with this letter, and commissioned him to paint a likeness of 

the Divine Teacher. 

Ananias arrived in Jerusalem and saw the Lord surrounded by many peo-

ple. He was not able to get close to Him because of the large crowd which 

had gathered to hear the Savior. Then he stood on a high rock and tried 

to paint Christ's portrait from afar, but this attempt did not succeed. 

Then the Savior saw him, called him by name, and gave him a short letter 

for Abgar in which He praised the ruler's faith. He also promised to send 

His disciple to heal him of his leprosy and guide him to salvation. 
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Then the Lord asked for some water and a cloth to 

be brought to Him. After washing His Face, He 

dried it with the cloth, and His Divine counte-

nence was imprinted upon it. Ananias brought the 

cloth and the Savior's letter to Edessa. Reverently, 

Abgar pressed the holy object to his face and re-

ceived partial healing. Only a small trace of the 

terrible affliction remained until the arrival of the 

disciple promised by the Lord. This was Saint 

Thaddeus, an Apostle of the Seventy (August 21), 

who preached the Gospel and baptized Abgar and 

all the people of Edessa. Abgar attached the Holy 

Napkin to a board and placed it in a gold frame 

adorned with pearls. Then he placed it in a niche 

above the city gates. On the gateway over the Icon 

he inscribed the words, “O Christ God, let no one 

who hopes on Thee be put to shame.” 

For many years the inhabitants had the pious cus-

tom of bowing down before the Icon whenever 

they went forth from the gates. Later, one of 

Abgar's great-grandsons, who ruled Edessa, fell 

into idolatry, and decided to remove the Icon 

from the city wall and to replace it with an idol. In 

a vision the Lord ordered the Bishop of Edessa to 

hide His Icon. The bishop came by night with his 

clergy, lit a lampada before the Icon, and placed a 

ceramic tile in front of the Icon to protect it, and 

then he sealed the niche with bricks. 

As time passed, the people forgot about the Icon. 

But in the year 545, when the Persian emperor 

Chozroes I besieged Edessa and the city's position 

seemed hopeless, the Most Holy Theotokos ap-

peared to Bishop Eulabios and ordered him to re-

move the Icon from the sealed niche, saying that 

it would save the city from the enemy. When he 

opened the niche, the bishop found the Holy Man-

dylion, and the lampada was still burning before 

the Icon, and an exact copy was produced upon 

the tile protecting the Icon. 

The Persians lit a huge fire outside the city walls. 

Bishop Eulabios carried the Icon Not-Made-by-

Hands around the city walls, and a violent wind 

turned the flames back on the Persians. The de-

feated Persian army retreated from the city. 

In his Church History, the sixth century writer 

Evagrios Scholastikos refers to the Holy Man-

dylion (or Napkin) as The Icon made by God (Η 
θεοτεύκος εἰκών). 
In the year 630 Arabs seized Edessa, but they did 

not hinder the veneration of the Holy Napkin, the 

fame of which had spread throughout the entire 

East. In the year 944, the emperor Constantine 

Porphyrogenitos (912-959) wanted to transfer the 

Icon to Constantinople, so he paid a ransom to the 

emir of the city for it. With great reverence the 

Icon of the Savior Not-Made-by-Hands and the let-

ter which He had written to Abgar, were brought 

to Constantinople by clergy. 

On August 16, the icon of the Savior was placed in 

the Pharos church of the Most Holy Theotokos. 

There are several traditions concerning what hap-

pened later to the Icon Not-Made-by-Hands. Ac-

cording to one, Crusaders stole it during occupa-

tion of Constantinople (1204-1261), but the ship 

on which the sacred object was taken, perished in 

the waters of the Sea of Marmora. 

According to another tradition, the Icon Not-Made-

by-Hands was transported to Genoa in 1362, 

where it is preserved in a monastery dedicated to 

the Apostle Bartholomew. It is known that the 

Icon Not-Made-by-Hands repeatedly produced ex-

act copies of itself. One of these, named “On the 

tile,” was made when Ananias hid the Icon in the 

wall on his way to Edessa. Another, imprinted on 

a cloak, wound up in Georgia. Possibly, the vari-

ous traditions about the original Icon Is explained 

by the existence of several exact copies. 

During the time of the Iconoclast heresy, the de-

fenders of the holy icons, who shed their blood 

for them, sang the Troparion to the Icon Not-Made

-by-Hands. In proof of the validity of venerating 

icons, Pope Gregory II (715-731) sent a letter to 

the Byzantine Enperor, in which he mentioned 

Abgar's healing, and the sojourn of the Icon Not-

Made-by-Hands at Edessa as a commonly known 

fact. 

The Icon Not-Made-by-Hands was put on the 

standards of the Russian army, in order to protect 

them from the enemy. In the Russian Orthodox 

Church it is a pious custom for a believer to read 

the Troparion for the Icon of the Savior Not-Made-

by-Hands when entering the temple, together with 

other prayers. 

According to the Prologue, there are four known 

Icons of the Savior Not-Made-by-Hands: 

Abgar's original Icon at Edessa (August 16). 

The one at Kamuliana (Καμουλιανά), which is men-

tioned by Saint Gregory of Nyssa (January 10). 

According to Saint Νikόdēmos of the Holy Moun-

tain (July 14), the Kamuliana Icon appeared in the 

year 392, but it resembled an icon of the Mother 

of God (August 9). 

During the reign of Emperor Tiberius (578-582), 

Saint Mary Synklitike (August 11) was healed by 

the Icon on the tile (August 16). 

The Feast of the Transfer of the Icon Not-Made-by-

Hands is observed along with the Afterfeast of the 

Dormition. The commemoration of the third Icon 

Not-Made-by-Hands mentioned above is called the 

“The Savior on Linen Cloth.” 

The particular reverence for this Feast in the Rus-

sian Orthodox Church is also expressed in icono-

graphy, and the Icon Not-Made-by-Hands was one 

of the most widely distributed. 
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Coffee Hour Quarter 3 2026  
Questions/Concerns/volunteer? call Cathy Weber (412-215-1928) 

July 5 

Joyce & Judy 

July 12 

 Matushka Jana 

July 19 

 Christopher & Emiko 

July 26 

Mary 

August 2 (Dormition Fast) 

Dan & Lavinia 

(Sponsored by Una & John) 

August 9 (Dormition Fast) 

 Matushka Jana 

August 16 

Tammy 

(Sponsored by Una & John) 

August 23 

Joyce & Judy 

August 30 

 Sarah & Mike Brennan 

September 6 

Shawna 

(Sponsored by Anonymous) 

September 13 

Holly Roe 

September 20 

Heather 

September 27 

 Shawna 

The Dormition Talks 

on the Divine Liturgy 
A series of talks exploring the beauty and meaning of the  

Divine Liturgy. 

Schedule: 
• July 29th - 6:45 PM (after Akathist) 

• August 5th - 6:45 PM 

• August 12th - 6:45 PM 

• August 19th - 6:45 PM 

Topics include: 

• The Creed 

• The Holy Anaphora (Epiclesis) 

• Holy Communion and Preparation 

• The Dismissal 

The Martyr Diomedes (Diomḗdēs) was born in Tar-
sus in Cilicia, and studied the medical arts. His scien-
tific knowledge did not make him 
proud, but he retained the piety in 
which his parents raised him. And 
since the Lord, the Physician of bod-
ies and souls, "spoke to them about 
the Kingdom of God, and healed 
those who had need of heal-
ing" (Luke 9:11), so did Diomedes 
emulate his Lord and God, practicing 
his medical profession charitably and 
without charge. Not only did he heal 
their bodies, he also treated their 
souls. He proclaimed the saving truth 
of the Gospel to the sick, and he 
brought many souls to Christ the Sav-
ior. 

Divine zeal brought Diomedes as far as Nicaea in Bi-

thynίa. There he healed the sick, and taught and nur-
tured their faith. When Diocletian began his persecu-

tion against the Christians, the activi-
ties of Diomedes were reported to the 
Emperor, who ordered his arrest. But 
before he could be arrested, God 
called him to Himself, and the sol-
diers found him dead. Even though he 
was dead, they beheaded him in order 
to prove that Diocletian's orders had 
been carried out. Then the soldiers 
were struck blind. The Emperor com-
manded them to take the head back 
and place it with the body. As soon as 
the soldiers did this, their sight was 
restored and they believed in Christ. 

The Church venerates Saint Diome-
des as an Unmercenary Physician and he is men-
tioned during the Mystery of Holy Unction. 

Holy Unmercenary Physician Diomedes 
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Theotokos of 'V{adimir 

EASTERN ORTHODOX WOMEN'S GUILD 
OF GREATER C LEVELAND 

UNITY THROUGH PARTICIPATION 

"MEMBERSHIP DRIVE" 

As we closeout the year and get ready to begin a New Church Year, the EOWG is also 
in full gear to reunite our f1iends from our neighb01ing Orthodox churches and make 
new f1iends who join us along v.'ith opportunities to deepen our faith. 

In order to further unite the Orthodox Churches of Greater Cleveland and to continue 
to grow in Christ as One Church, the month of August has been declared to begin 
our "Membership Drive" month. 

Please consider joining our ministry and come to our FIRST meeting in September and 
bring a f1iend. 

WHEN: Saturday, September 26 
TIME: 10:00 AM 

Holy Trinity Orthodox Church 
6822 Broadview Road 
Parma, Ohio 44134 

SEE YOUR C HURC H REPRESENTATIVE T O RENEW OR TO JOIN 
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PRAYER REQUESTS 
8/16/2026 

Deceased: 

John Alexandrovic  

 

Special Intentions: 

Subdeacon Theodore Lentz 

Subdeacon Leon Felon 

Reader Kenneth Kovach 

Reader Frank Tkacz 

Reader Daniel Morris 

Reader Haralambos Steingass 

   

Horia Dascalescu (Lavinia's brother) 

Janice Tkacz 

Eleanor Wachovec (friend of Karen Felon) 

Rachel Ohlin (relative of Tatiana) 

Jeffrey Parhamovich (brother of Karen Felon) 

Margaret Parhamovich (sister-in-law of Karen Felon) 

Jean Woycitzky Thompson (Frank’s cousin) 

Debra Parhamovich (sister of Karen Felon) 

Robert Martin Prock 

 

 

 

 

Valentina Zawolowycz (mother of Paul Z) 

Child McKenna Kranek 

Betty Balasz 

Elisabeth Lavrisiuk 

Phyllis Gindlesperger 

Jerry Czajkowski 

Barbara Sheean 

Tamara Ponomarenko 

Paige Benjamin (niece of Una Alexandrovic) 

Sara Wilmot (friend of Tim Clos) 

Catherine (niece of Judy Schwind) 

Elena Rich 

Quinn (niece of John Alexandrovic) 

Erin Zawolowycz 

Anthony Swit 

Please submit names to the Prayer List by 

emailing them to Fr. Jan Cizmar 

st.theodosiuscathedral@gmail.com 

Or calling at 1 (440) 732-8182 

Names remain on the list for 30 days unless 

requested otherwise. 
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Sunday, August 16 
11th Sunday after Pentecost 
Afterfeast of the Dormition 
Translation of the Image  
“Not-made-by-hands” of our Lord Jesus 
Christ from Edessa to  
Constantinople (944)  
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours  
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy  
Coffee Hour 
 
Monday, August 17 
Afterfeast of the Dormition 
Martyr Myron, Presbyter, of Cyzicus (254)  
 
Tuesday, August 18 
Afterfeast of the Dormition 
Martyrs Florus and Laurus of Illyria 
(2nd c.)  
6:30 PM Parish Council Meeting 
 
Wednesday, August 19 
Afterfeast of the Dormition 
Martyr Andrew Stratelates and those with 
him (2,593 soldiers) in Cilicia (4th c.)  
6:00 PM Akathist 
6:45 PM Talk on the Divine Liturgy 
 
Thursday, August 20 
Afterfeast of the Dormition 
Prophet Samuel (11th c. B.C.)  
6:30 AM Hours and Typica 
 
Friday, August 21 
Afterfeast of the Dormition 
Apostle Thaddæus of the Seventy (ca. 44)  
 
Saturday, August 22 
Afterfeast of the Dormition 
Martyr Agathonicus of Nicomedia and his 
companions: Martyrs Zoticus, Theoprepius, 
Acindynus, Severian, Zeno, and others who 
suffered under Maximian (4th c.)  
5:00 PM Confessions 
6:00 PM Great Vespers 
 
Sunday, August 23 
12th Sunday after Pentecost 

biweekly 

schedule 

2026 

In today’s hymns at Vespers, the 
Mother of God is praised as “only 
created being to pass from earth to 

heaven in the flesh.”  
In some places, the Burial Service 
of the Theotokos is celebrated on 

August 17 using a special epi-
taphios with an icon depicting the 

Mother of God.  
On the third day of the Afterfeast 
of the Dormition, the hymns at 

Vespers call upon us to “sing the 
praises of the pure and most holy 

Virgin.” She did not ascend to 
heaven in a chariot of fire, as did 
the Prophet Elias, but “He Who is 
truly the Sun of Righteousness” 

received her pure soul.  
On the fourth day of the Afterfeast 
of the Dormition, the Church con-
tinues to honor the passage of the 
Most Holy Theotokos from death 
to life. Just as Christ once dwelt in 
the virginal womb of His Mother, 
now He takes Her “to dwell in His 

courts.”  

St. Theodosius is a subscriber to tithe.ly 
In response to requests to be able to donate electronically, we have set up a 

Tithe.ly account so people can donate either regularly or for special  

occasions online. Click here to see: https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate   

Leavetaking of the Dormition 
Prousiotissa Icon of the Mother of God   

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours  
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy  

Coffee Hour 
Event Committee Meeting to follow 

 
Monday, August 24 

Hieromartyr Eutychius, disciple of St. John 
the Theologian (1st c.)  

 
Tuesday, August 25 

Return of the Relics of the Apostle  
Bartholomew from Anastasiopolis to Lipari 

(6th c.)  
 

Wednesday, August 26 
Martyrs Adrian and Natalia and 23  

companions, of Nicomedia (4th)  
6:00 PM Akathist 

 
Thursday, August 27 

Ven. Pœmen the Great (ca. 450)  
 

Friday, August 28 
Recovery of the relics of Saint Job of 

Pochaev (1659) 
Ven. Moses the Ethiopian of Scete(ca. 400)  

6:00 PM Great Vespers 
 

Saturday, August 29 
The Beheading of the Holy Glorious  

Prophet, Forerunner, and Baptist John 
Strict Fast 

9:00 AM Divine Liturgy 
5:00 PM Confessions 

6:00 PM Great Vespers 
 

Sunday, August 30 
13th Sunday after Pentecost 

 Translation of the Relics of Rt. Blv. Great 
Prince St. Alexander Nevsky (1724)  

8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hours  
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy  

Coffee Hour 
Restoration Update Meeting to follow 

Church School will be resuming soon! 

Please let us know if you children will be joining us this year. We will have grades K-8. Please email 

Joyce Tabeling mtabeling@sbcglobal.net  

https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate
mailto:Mtabeling@sbcglobal.net

