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The Holy Glorious and All-Praised Leaders of the Apostles, Peter and Paul
(June 29)
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Sermon of Saint Augustine, Bishop of Hippo

man, chose from among the disciples His twelve
Apostles to preach the Word of God. Among them,

Today the Holy Church piously remembers the suf-

the Apostle Peter for his fiery ardor was vouchsafed

ferings of the Holy Glorious and All-Praised Apos-

to occupy the first place (Mt.10:2) and to be as it

tles Peter and Paul.

were the representative person for all the Church.
Therefore it is said to him, preferentially, after the

St. Peter, the fervent follower of Jesus Christ, for

confession: “I will give unto thee the keys of the

the profound confession of His Divinity: “Thou art

Kingdom of Heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind

the Christ, the Son of the Living God,” was deemed

on earth, shall be bound in the heaven: and whatso-

worthy by the Savior to hear in answer, “Blessed art ever thou shalt loose on earth: shall be loosed in
heaven” (Mt.16: 19). Therefore it was not one man,
thou, Simon ... I tell thee, that thou art Peter
[Petrus], and on this stone [petra] I build My

but rather the One Universal Church, that received

Church” (Mt.16:16-18). On “this stone” [petra], is on these “keys” and the right “to bind and loosen.”
And that it was actually the Church that received
that which thou sayest: “Thou art the Christ, the
Son of the Living God” it is on this thy confession I

this right, and not exclusively a single person, turn

build My Church. Wherefore the “thou art Peter”: it

your attention to another place of the Scriptures,

is from the “stone” [petra] that Peter [Petrus] is, and where the same Lord says to all His Apostles,
“Receive ye the Holy Spirit” and further after this,
not from Peter [Petrus] that the “stone” [petra] is,
just as the Christian is from Christ, and not Christ

“Whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto

from the Christian. Do you want to know, from what them: and whose soever sins ye retain, are resort of “rock” [petra] the Apostle Peter [Petrus] was tained” (John 20: 22-23); or: “whatsoever ye bind
named? Hear the Apostle Paul: “Brethren, I do not

upon the earth, shall be bound in Heaven: and what-

want ye to be ignorant,” says the Apostle of Christ,

soever ye shall loose on earth, shall be loosened in

“how all our fathers were all under the cloud, and

heaven” (Mt.18:18). Thus, it is the Church that

all passed through the sea; and all were baptized

binds, the Church that loosens; the Church, built

unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; and did all

upon the foundational cornerstone, Jesus Christ

drink the same spiritual drink: for they drank of

Himself (Eph 2:20), doth bind and loosen. Let both

that spiritual Rock that followed them: and that

the binding and the loosening be feared: the loosen-

Rock was Christ” (1 Cor.10: 1-4)....

ing, in order not to fall under this again; the binding, in order not to remain forever in this condition.

Our Lord Jesus Christ, in the final days of His earth- Therefore “Iniquities ensnare a man, and everyone
is bound in the chains of his own sins,” says Wisly life, in the days of His mission to the race of

We are now up to 35 celebrants!
As of June 13th, 2020, His Eminence Archbishop Paul has granted us permission to
have 35 celebrants per service! If you wish to attend Vespers or Divine Liturgy
please contact Protodeacon Dan Boerio so he can coordinate attendance fairly. He
is doing his best to rotate parishioners so that everyone who feels ready to return
has a chance to do so. If for some reason you do not yet feel ready to return, there
is no pressure. At this time, His Eminence requires the wearing of masks during services and that we maintain the prescribed distance of six feet from one another.
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dom (Prov 5:22); and except for Holy Church no-

flock. And when is appeared the Prince of pastors,

where is it possible to receive the loosening.

ye will receive unfading crowns of glory” (1 Pet. 5:24).

After His Resurrection the Lord entrusted the Apostle Peter to shepherd His spiritual flock not because, It is remarkable that Christ, having said to Peter:
that among the disciples only Peter alone was pre-

“Feed My sheep,” did not say: “Feed thy sheep,” but

deserved to shepherd the flock of Christ, but Christ

rather to feed, good servant, the sheep of the Lord.

addresses Himself chiefly to Peter because, that Pe-

“Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or

ter was first among the Apostles and as such the

were ye baptized in the name of Paul?” (1 Cor.1:13).

representative of the Church; besides which, having “Feed My sheep”. Wherefore “wolfish robbers, wolfturned in this instance to Peter alone, as to the top

ish oppressors, deceitful teachers and mercenaries,

Apostle, Christ by this confirms the unity of the

not being concerned about the flock” (Mt.7:15; Acts

Church. “Simon of John” -- says the Lord to Peter --

20:29; 2 Pet 2:1; John 10:12), having plundered a

“lovest thou Me?” -- and the Apostle answered: “Yea, strange flock and making of the spoils as though it
Lord, Thou knowest that I love Thee”; and a second

be of their own particular gain, they think that they

time it was thus asked, and a second time he thus

feed their flock. Such are not good pastors, as pas-

answered; being asked a third time, seeing that as it tors of the Lord. “The good shepherd giveth his life
were not believed, he was saddened. But how is it

for the sheep” (John 10:11), entrusted to Him by the

possible for him not to believe That One, Who knew

chief Shepherd Himself (1 Pet 5:4). And the Apostle

his heart? And wherefore then Peter answered:

Peter, true to his calling, gave his soul for the very

“Lord, Thou knowest all; Thou knowest that I love

flock of Christ, having sealed his apostleship by a

Thee.” “And sayeth Jesus to him” all three times

martyr’s death, is now glorified throughout all the

“Feed My sheep” (John 20:15-17).

world.

Besides this, the triple appealing of the Savior to Pe- The Apostle Paul, formerly Saul, was changed from a
ter and the triple confession of Peter before the

robbing wolf into a meek lamb. Formerly he was an

Lord had a particular beneficial purpose for the

enemy of the Church, then is manifest as an Apos-

Apostle. That one, to whom was given “the keys of

tle. Formerly he stalked it, then preached it. Having

the kingdom” and the right “to bind and to loose,”

received from the high priests the authority at large

bound himself thrice by fear and cowardice

to throw all Christians in chains for execution, he

(Mt.26:69-75), and the Lord thrice loosens him by

was already on the way, he breathed out

His appeal and in turn by his confession of strong

“threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of

love. And to shepherd literally the flock of Christ

the Lord” (Acts 9:1), he thirsted for blood, but “He

was acquired by all the Apostles and their succes-

that dwells in the Heavens shall laugh him to

sors. “Take heed, therefore unto yourselves, and to

scorn” (Ps 2:4). When he, “having persecuted and

all the flock,” the Apostle Paul urges church presby- vexed” in such manner “the Church of
ters, “over which the Holy Spirit hath made you

God” (1Cor.15:9; Acts 8:5), he came near Damascus,

overseers, to feed the Church of the God, which He

and the Lord from Heaven called to him: “Saul, Saul,

hath purchased with His own blood” (Acts 20:28);

why persecutest thou Me?” and I am here, and I am

and the Apostle Peter to the elders: “Feed the flock

there, I am everywhere: here is My head; there is My

of God which is among you, taking the oversight

body. There becomes nothing of a surprise in this;

thereof not by constraint, but willingly: not for

we ourselves are members of the Body of Christ.

filthy lucre, but of a ready mind: neither as being

“Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me; it is hard for

lords over God’s heritage, but being examples to the thee to kick against the goad” (Acts 9:4-5). Saul,
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however, “trembling and frightened”, cried out:

but by the spirit and the closeness of their suffering

“Who art Thou, Lord?” The Lord answered him, “I am they constitute one. Peter went first, and Paul folJesus Whom thou persecutest.”

lowed soon after him. Formerly called Saul, and then
Paul, having transformed his pride into humility. His

And Saul suddenly undergoes a change: “What want- very name (Paulus), meaning “small, little, less,”
demonstrates this. What is the Apostle Paul after
est Thou me to do?” -- he cries out. And suddenly
for him there is the Voice: “Arise, and go to the city, this? Ask him, and he himself gives answer to this:
“I am,” says he, “the least of the Apostles... but I
and it shall be told thee what thou must do” (Acts
9:6). Here the Lord sends Ananias: “Arise and go into have labored more abundantly than all of them: yet
the street” to a man, “by the name of Saul,” and bap- not I, but the grace of God, which was with me” (1
tize him, “for this one is a chosen vessel unto Me, to Cor.15:9-10).
bear My name before the Gentiles, and kings, and
the children of Israel” (Acts 9: 11, 15, 18). This ves-

And so, brethren, celebrating now the memory of

sel must be filled with My Grace. “Ananias, however, the holy Apostles Peter and Paul, remembering their
answered: Lord, I have heard from many about this

venerable sufferings, we esteem their true faith and

man, how much evil he hath done to Thy saints in

holy life, we esteem the innocence of their suffer-

Jerusalem: and here he hath authority from the chief ings and pure confession. Loving in them the subpriests to bind all who call on Thy Name” (Acts 9:13- lime quality and imitating them by great exploits,
14). But the Lord urgently commands Ananias:

“in which to be likened to them” (2 Thess 3: 5-9),

“Search for and fetch him, for this vessel is chosen

and we shall attain to that eternal bliss which is pre-

by Me: for I shall show him what great things he

pared for all the saints. The path of our life before

must suffer for My name’s sake” (Acts 9:11, 15-16).

was more grievous, thornier, harder, but “we also
are compassed about with so great a cloud of wit-

And actually the Lord did show the Apostle Paul

nesses” (Heb 12: 1), having passed by along it, made

what things he had to suffer for His Name. He in-

now for us easier, and lighter, and more readily

structed him the deeds; He did not stop at the

passable. First there passed along it “the author and

chains, the fetters, the prisons and shipwrecks; He

finisher of our faith,” our Lord Jesus Christ Himself

Himself felt for him in his sufferings, He Himself

(Heb 12: 2); His daring Apostles followed after Him;

guided him towards this day. On a single day the

then the martyrs, children, women, virgins and a

memory of the sufferings of both these Apostles is

great multitude of witnesses. Who acted in them and

celebrated, though they suffered on separate days,

helped them on this path? He Who said, “Without Me
ye can do nothing” (John 15: 5).

St. Theodosius is now a subscriber to tithe.ly
In response to requests to be able to donate electronically, we have set up a Tithe.ly
account so people can donate either regularly or for special occasions online.
Click here to see: https://www.sttheodosius.org/donate Speical thanks to Council
Vice President Cathy Weber and our new Webmaster Kate Zolikoff for making this
happen.

Three exciting opportunities to work with us! ZOE Women’s Center is looking for a parttime Executive Director, and a radiologist to read scans. We are also seeking someone to
help with grant writing. If you or someone you know is interested, please contact Cindy
George at: cindygeorge127@gmail.com
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PRAYER REQUESTS
Special Intentions:

Christopher Tumbleson (son of

Felon)

Deacon Paul Mitchell (Tom Mitchell’s

Melissa McCutcheon)

Robert Walsh (friend of the Felons)

father)

Michael McCutcheon (M elissa

Colleen Walsh (friend of the Felons)

Subdeacon Theodore Lentz

McCutcheon‘s brother)

Erin Zawolowycz

Reader Paul Pangr ace

Marguerite Mihal (Paul Mihal’s

Kristin Robinson

mother)

Janet Budko (sister-in-law of Arlene

Child Mary Kate Zweidunger

Paul Mihal

Neale)

Child Vivian Sher er

Natalya Miller (Arlene Neale’s great-

Laurie Budko (niece of Arlene Neale)

Melissa (cousin of Mary Ann Kovach)

niece)

Alex Ponomar enko

Lyndsey (friend of Melissa

Andrew Mytr ohovich

Mary Kay Weber

McCutcheon)

Annie Mytr ohovich

Mirta Szewczyk (fr iend of Tatiana)

Elizabeth (Betty) Balasz

Debra Par hamovich (Karen Felon’s

Mickey O'Br ien (fr iend of Ar lene)

Marie Bor land

sister)

Elisa Seddon (wife of Er ic)

Sandra Brello

Grace Par hamovich (Karen Felon’s

Roger Pinta Jr .

Elsie Conr ad

mother)

Horia Dascalescu

Debra Ellis

Jim Paulitzky (Jerry Czajkowski’s son- David & Jessie Jacobson and unborn
in-law)
child

Gregory Galan

James Peter Petkac

Aleksei Green

Susan Reese (friend of Jerry & Arlene

Jeremy & Yvonne Pozderac and

Czajkowski and Betty Balasz)

unborn child.

Virginia Haupt (L isa T heodore’s

Elena Rich (Jerry Czajkowski’s

mother)

daughter)

Don Hinkl

Joseph Rusynyk

Matthew Hunly (Phyllis
Gindlesperger’s brother-in-law)

Andrew Sykaluk

Diane Kear sey (Janice Tkacz’s sister)

Elaine Sudnick (Joy Pfeiffer’s

Lacey Udell (wife of Michael Udell)

mother)

Mara Kilbane (Melissa McCutcheon’s

Tony Sykaluk (friend of Lydia

granddaughter)

Mytrohovich)

Annamarie Luvison (Daughter of

Janice Tkacz

Kaite Ellis-Luvison)

Joanne Theodor e (Lisa Theodore’s

Chris Magee (Erin Zawolowycz’s

mother-in law)

brother)

Gayle Vidovitch

Melissa McCutcheon

Eleanor Wachovec (friend of Karen

Michael & Lacey Udell and newborn
son Benjamin
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BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF June 28
June 28

June 30

July 3

Gen 14:14-20

Isa 43:9-14

Rom 11:25-36

Deut 1:8-11, 15-17

Wis 3:1-9

Matt 12:1-8

Deut 10:14-21

Wis 5:15-6:3

Mark 6:9-20

1 Cor 4:9-16

Heb 13:7-16

Mark 3:13-19

July 4

John 17:1-13

Rom 10:11-11:2

Rom 6:11-17

Rom 5:1-10

Matt 11:16-20

Matt 8:14-23

July 1

July 5

June 29

Rom 11:2-12

Wis 3:1-9

1 Peter 1:3-9

Matt 11:20-26

Wis 5:15-6:3

Matt 6:22-33

1 Peter 1:13-19

Wis 4:7-15

1 Peter 2:11-24

July 2

Luke 24:1-12

John 21:15-25

Rom 11:13-24

Gal 5:22-6:2

2 Cor 11:21-12:9

Matt 11:27-30

Luke 6:17-23

Matt 16:13-19

Rom 6:18-23

Rom 9:18-33

Matt 8:5-13

Matt 11:2-15

Thursday, July 2
The Placing of the Honorable Robe of the Mostholy Theotokos at Blachernae

Sunday, June 28
3rd Sunday After Pentecost
All Saints of Britain and Ireland
3rd and 6th Hours read at 8:40 AM
Liturgy Begins 9:00 AM*

WEEKLY
SCHEDULE

Friday, July 3
Martyr Hyacinth of Cæsarea in Cappadocia

*(note the return to the usual time)
Monday, June 29
The Holy Glorious and All-Praised
Leaders of the Apostles, Peter and Paul
Tuesday, June 30
Synaxis of the Holy Glorious and
All-Praised Twelve Apostles
Wednesday, July 1
Holy and Wonderworking Unmercenaries
Cosmas and Damian, Martyrs at Rome

2020

Saturday, July 4
St. Andrew, Archbishop of Crete
(no Great Vespers tonight)
Sunday, July 5
4th Sunday After Pentecost
Ven. Athanasius, Founder of the Great Lavra and
Cœnobitic Monasticism on Mt. Athos, and his six
disciples
3rd and 6th Hours read at 8:40 AM
Liturgy Begins 9:00 AM
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