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St. Cyril, Bishop of Alexandria
(June 9)
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Saint Cyril, Archbishop of Alexandria, a distinguished champion of Orthodoxy and a great
teacher of the Church, came from an illustrious
and pious Christian family. He studied the secular sciences, including philosophy, but most of
all he strove to acquire knowledge of the Holy
Scriptures and the truths of the Christian Faith.
In his youth Cyril entered the monastery of
Macarius in the Nitreia hills, where he stayed
for six years. Theophilus (385-412), the Patriarch of Alexandria, ordained him as a deacon,
numbered him among the clergy and entrusted
him to preach.

Christotokos or “Birth-giver of Christ,” implying
that she gave birth not to God, but only to the
man Christ. The holy Patriarch Cyril repeatedly
wrote to Nestorius and pointed out his error,
but Nestorius continued to persevere in it. Then
the saint sent out epistles against Nestorianism
to the clergy of Constantinople and to the holy
emperor Theodosius the Younger (408-450), denouncing the heresy. Cyril wrote also to other
Churches, to Pope Celestine and to the other Patriarchs, and even to monks of several monasteries, warning of the emergence of a dangerous
heresy.

Upon the death of Patriarch Theophilus, Cyril
was unanimously chosen to the patriarchal
throne of the Alexandrian Church. He led the
struggle against the spread of the Novatian
heresy in Alexandria, which taught that any
Christian who had fallen away from the Church
during a time of persecution, could not be received back into it.

Nestorius started an open persecution against
the Orthodox. In his presence one of his partisans, Bishop Dorotheus, pronounced an anathema against anyone who would call the Most Holy Virgin Mary the Theotokos.

Nestorius hated Cyril and brought out against
him every kind of slander and fabrication, calling him a heretic. The saint continued to defend
Cyril, seeing the futility of admonishing the
Orthodoxy with all his powers. The situation beheretics, sought their expulsion from Alexancame so aggravated, that it became necessary to
dria. The Jews appeared a greater danger for
call an Ecumenical Council, which convened in
the Church, repeatedly causing riots, accompa- the city of Ephesus in the year 431. At the
nied by the brutal killing of Christians. The
Council 200 bishops arrived from all the Chrissaint long contended with them. In order to
tian Churches. Nestorius, awaiting the arrival of
wipe out the remnants of paganism, the saint
Bishop John of Antioch and other Syrian bishcast out devils from an ancient pagan temple
ops, did not agree to the opening of the Counand built a church on the spot, and the relics of cil. But the Fathers of the Council began the sesthe Holy Unmercenaries Cyrus and John were
sions with Cyril presiding. Having examined the
transferred into it. A more difficult struggle
teaching of Nestorius, the Council condemned
awaited the saint with the emergence of the
him as a heretic. Nestorius did not submit to
Nestorian heresy.
the Council, and Bishop John opened a “robber
council”, which decreed Cyril a heretic. The unrest increased. By order of the emperor, PatriNestorius, a presbyter of the Antiochian
arch Cyril of Alexandria and Archbishop MemChurch, was chosen in 428 to the see of Constantinople and there he was able to spread his non of Ephesus were locked in prison, and Nesheretical teaching against the dogma about the torius was deposed.
uncommingled union of two natures in the Person of the Lord Jesus Christ. Nestorius called
Soon Saints Cyril and Memnon were freed, and
the Mother of God not the Theotokos, but rather the sessions of the Council continued. Nestori-
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us, not submitting himself to the determinations of the Council, was deprived of priestly
rank. By order of the emperor he was sent to
the faraway place Sasim in the Libyan wilderness, where he died in grievous torments. His
tongue, having blasphemed the Mother of God,
was overtaken by punishment -- in it there developed worms. Even
Bishop John of Antioch and the remaining
Syrian bishops signed
the decrees of the
Council of Ephesus.
Cyril guided the Alexandrian Church for 32
years, and towards the
end of his life the
flock was cleansed of
heretics. Gently and
cautiously Cyril approached anyone, who
by their own simpleness and lack of
knowledge, fell into
false wisdom. There
was a certain Elder, an
ascetic of profound
life, who incorrectly
considered the Old
Testament Priest Melchizedek to be the Son
of God. Cyril prayed
for the Lord to reveal
to the Elder the correct way to view the righteous one. After three
days the Elder came to Cyril and said that the
Lord had revealed to him that Melchizedek was
a mere man.
Cyril learned to overcome his prejudice against
the memory of the great John Chrysostom
(November 13). Theophilus, the Patriarch of Alexandria, and uncle of Cyril, was an antagonist

of John, and presided in a council in judgment
of him. Cyril thus found himself in a circle antagonistic to John Chrysostom, and involuntarily acquired a prejudice against him. Isidore of
Pelusium (February 4) repeatedly wrote to Cyril
and urged him to include the name of the great
Father of the Church into the diptychs of the
saints, but Cyril would
not agree.
Once in a dream he
saw a wondrous temple, in which the
Mother of God was
surrounded by a host
of angels and saints,
in whose number was
John Chrysostom.
When Cyril wanted to
approach the All-Holy
Lady and venerate
her, John Chrysostom
would not let him. The
Theotokos asked John
to forgive Cyril for
having sinned against
him through ignorance. Seeing that
John hesitated, the
Mother of God said,
“Forgive him for my
sake, since he has labored much for my
honor, and has glorified me among the
people calling me Theotokos.” John answered,
“By your intercession, Lady, I do forgive him,”
and then he embraced Cyril with love.
Cyril repented that he had maintained anger
against the great saint of God. Having convened
all the Egyptian bishops, he celebrated a solemn
feast in honor of John Chrysostom.
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Cyril died in the year 444, leaving behind many
works. In particular, the following ought to be
mentioned: commentaries On the Gospel of
Luke, On the Gospel of John, On the Epistles of
the Apostle Paul to the Corinthians and to the
Hebrews; also an Apologia in Defense of Christianity against the Emperor Julian the Apostate
(361-363). Of vast significance are his Five
Books against Nestorius; a work on the Most
Holy Trinity under the title Thesaurus, written
against Arius and Eunomios. Also two dogmatic
compositions on the Most Holy Trinity, distinguished by a precise exposition of the Orthodox

teaching on the Procession of the Holy Spirit.
Cyril wrote Against Anthropomorphism for several Egyptians, who through ignorance depicted
God in human form. Among Cyril’s works are
also the Discussions, among which is the moving and edifying Discourse on the Exodus of the
Soul, inserted in the Slavonic “Following Psalter”.
Today we commemorate the repose of this
great Father of the Church. He is also remembered on January 18, the date of his flight from
Alexandria.

Announcement:
We have a new Church Office Secretary!
Eric Seddon is our new Church office secretary. He will
be putting in evening and daytime hours.
Welcome aboard Eric!

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF June 7
June 7

June 10

June 12

Num 11:16-17. 24-29

Rom 1:18-27

Rom 2:14-29

Joel 2:23-32

Matt 5:20-26

Matt 5:33-41

John 20:19-23

June 11

June 13

Acts 2:1-11

1 Peter 1:3-9

Rom 1:7-12

John 7:37-52, 8:12

1 Peter 1:13-19

Matt 5:42-48

Ezek 36:24-28

1 Peter 2:11-34
June 8

John 21:15-25

June 14

Eph 5:9-19

Acts 11:19-26, 29-30

Isa 43:9-14

Matt 18:10-20

Rom 1:28-2:9

Wis 3:1-9

Matt 5:27-32

Wis 5:15-6:3

June 9

Matt 28:16-20

Rom 1:1-7; 13-17

Heb 11:33—12:2

Matt 4:25-5:13

Matt 10:32-33, 37-38, 19:27-30
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PRAYER REQUESTS
Departed:

Chris Magee (Erin Zawolowycz’s

mother-in law)

Helen Antonik

brother)

Gayle Vidovitch

Melissa McCutcheon

Eleanor Wachovec (friend of Karen

Special Intentions:

Christopher Tumbleson (son of

Felon)

Deacon Paul Mitchell (Tom Mitchell’s

Melissa McCutcheon)

Robert Walsh (friend of the Felons)

father)

Michael McCutcheon (M elissa

Colleen Walsh (friend of the Felons)

Subdeacon Theodore Lentz

McCutcheon‘s brother)

Erin Zawolowycz

Reader Paul Pangrace

Marguerite Mihal (Paul Mihal’s

Kristin Robinson

mother)

Janet Budko (sister-in-law of Arlene

Child Mary Kate Zweidunger

Paul Mihal

Neale)

Child Vivian Sher er

Natalya Miller (Arlene Neale’s great-

Laurie Budko (niece of Arlene Neale)

Melissa (cousin of Mary Ann Kovach)

niece)

Alex Ponomar enko

Lyndsey (friend of Melissa

Andrew Mytr ohovich

Mary Kay Weber

McCutcheon)

Annie Mytr ohovich

Mirta Szewczyk (fr iend of Tatiana)

Elizabeth (Betty) Balasz

Debra Par hamovich (Karen Felon’s

Mickey O'Br ien (fr iend of Ar lene)

Marie Bor land

sister)

Elisa Seddon (wife of Er ic)

Sandra Brello

Grace Par hamovich (Karen Felon’s

Roger Pinta Jr .

Elsie Conr ad

mother)

Horia Dascalescu

Jim Paulitzky (Jerry Czajkowski’s son- Dominic & Megan Theodore and
in-law)
newborn son Luke Anthony

Debra Ellis

James Peter Petkac

Gregory Galan
Aleksei Green
Virginia Haupt (L isa T heodore’s

David & Jessie Jacobson and unborn

Czajkowski and Betty Balasz)

child

Elena Rich (Jerry Czajkowski’s

mother)

daughter)

Don Hinkl

Joseph Rusynyk

Matthew Hunly (Phyllis
Gindlesperger’s brother-in-law)
Diane Kear sey (Janice Tkacz’s sister)
Lacey Udell (wife of Michael Udell)
Mara Kilbane (Melissa McCutcheon’s

Jeremy & Yvonne Pozderac and

unborn child.

Andrew Sykaluk
Elaine Sudnick (Joy Pfeiffer’s

Michael & Lacey Udell and unborn

mother)

child

Tony Sykaluk (friend of Lydia
Mytrohovich)

granddaughter)
Annamarie Luvison (Daughter of
Kaite Ellis-Luvison)

Susan Reese (friend of Jerry & Arlene

Janice Tkacz
Joanne Theodor e (Lisa Theodore’s
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In accordance with the Bishop’s message, we will be streaming services. A
link will be sent out a short time prior to the beginning of the service (to

include the reading of the Hours when appropriate). The link will be sent
via the Ambo Mailing List, and can be forwarded to anyone. The link then
serves as a link to the recorded version.
St. Theodosius is now a subscriber to tithe.ly
In response to requests to be able to donate
electronically, we have set up a Tithe.ly account
so people can donate either regularly or for
special occasions online.
Click here to see: https://
www.sttheodosius.org/donate Speical thanks
to Council Vice President Cathy Weber and our
new Webmaster Kate Zolikoff for making this happen.

Three exciting opportunities to work with us! ZOE Women’s
Center is looking for a part-time Executive Director, and a radiologist to read scans. We are also seeking someone to help
with grant writing. If you or someone you know is interested,
Thursday, June 11
Holy Apostles Bartholomew and Barnabas

Sunday, June 7
8th Sunday of Pascha
Holy Pentecost: Feast of the Holy Trinity
Streaming of Hours Begins at ~ 9:40 AM
Liturgy Begins 10:00 AM
Monday, June 8
Day of the Holy Spirit
Translation of the Relics of Greatmartyr
Theodore Stratelates

Friday, June 12

WEEKLY
SCHEDULE
2020

Ven. Peter of Mt. Athos
Saturday, June 13
Martyr Aquilina of Byblos in Syria
Sunday, June 14
1st Sunday After Pentecost

Tuesday, June 9
St. Cyril, Archbishop of Alexandria

All Saints
Streaming of Hours Begins at ~ 9:40 AM

Wednesday, June 10
Afterfeast of Pentecost
Heiromartyr Timothy, Bishop of Prussa
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Liturgy Begins 10:00 AM

