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733 Starkweather Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44113
T 216. 741. 1310
F 216. 623. 1092
www.sttheodosius.org
- Archpriest John Zdinak,
Dean
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JANUARY 18, 2015
ST. ATHANASIUS
THE GREAT
ST. CYRIL OF ALEXANDRIA

ST. EUTHYMIUS THE GREAT

Cell: 216. 554. 7282
- Dn. Daniel Boerio
- Subdeacon Theodore
Lentz, Sacristan
- Reader Julius Kovach,
Ecclesiarch & Choirmaster
- Casandra Vasu,
Office Administrator
Office Hours, M-F
9:00 AM-3:00 PM

Divine Services
Eve Sundays & Feast Days
5:00 PM Confessions
6:00 PM Great Vespers
Sundays and Feast Days
8:40 AM 3rd and 6th Hour
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
* AMBO: Articles for publication should be submitted
to: sttheocemetery@yahoo.com
by Wednesday of each week
before noon.
* CALENDAR: Event dates
must be submitted by the
15th of each month.
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Saint Euthymius the Great came from the city of Melitene in Armenia, near the River Euphrates. His parents,
Paul and Dionysia, were pious Christians of noble birth. After many years of marriage they remained childless,
and in their sorrow they entreated God to give them offspring. Finally, they had a vision and heard a voice saying, “Be of good cheer! God will grant you a son, who will bring joy to the churches.” The child was named
Euthymius (“good cheer”).
St Euthymius’ father died soon after this, and his mother, fulfilling her vow to dedicate her son to God, gave him
to her brother, the priest Eudoxius, to be educated. He presented the chid to Bishop Eutroius of Melitene, who
accepted him with love. Seeing his good conduct, the bishop soon made him a Reader.
St Euthymius later became a monk and was ordained to the holy priesthood. At the same time, he was entrusted
with the supervision of all the city monasteries. St Euthymius often visited the monastery of St Polyeuctus, and
during Great Lent he withdrew into the wilderness. His responsibility for the monasteries weighed heavily upon
the ascetic, and conflicted with his desire for stillness, so he secretly left the city and headed to Jerusalem. After
venerating the holy shrines, he visited the Fathers in the desert.
Since there was a solitary cell in the Tharan lavra, he settled into it, earning his living by weaving baskets.
Nearby, his neighbor St Theoctistus (September 3) also lived in asceticism. They shared the same zeal for God
and for spiritual struggles, and each strove to attain what the other desired. They had such love for one another
that they seemed to share one soul and one will.
Every year, after the Feast of Theophany, they withdrew into the desert of Coutila (not far from Jericho). One
day, they entered a steep and terrifying gorge with a stream running through it. They saw a cave upon a cliff, and
settled there. The Lord, however, soon revealed their solitary place for the benefit of many people. Shepherds
driving their flocks came upon the cave and saw the monks. They went back to the village and told people about
the ascetics living there.
People seeking spiritual benefit began to visit the hermits and brought them food. Gradually, a monastic community grew up around them. Several monks came from the Tharan monastery, among them Marinus and Luke. St
Euthymius entrusted the supervision of the growing monastery to his friend Theoctistus.
St Euthymius exhorted the brethren to guard their thoughts. “Whoever desires to lead the monastic life should not
follow his own will. He should be obedient and humble, and be mindful of the hour of death. He should fear the
judgment and eternal fire, and seek the heavenly Kingdom.”
The saint taught young monks to fix their thoughts on God while engaging in physical labor. “If laymen work in
order to feed themselves and their families, and to give alms and offer sacrifice to God, then are not we as monks
obliged to work to sustain ourselves and to avoid idleness? We should not depend on strangers.”
The saint demanded that the monks keep silence in church during services and at meals. When he saw young
monks fasting more than others, he told them to cut off their own will, and to follow the appointed rule and times
for fasting. He urged them not to attract attention to their fasting, but to eat in moderation.
In these years St Euthymius converted and baptized many Arabs. Among them were the Saracen leaders Aspebet
and his son Terebon, both of whom St Euthymius healed of sickness. Aspebet received the name Peter in Baptism and afterwards he was a bishop among the Arabs.

St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral Ambo - Page 2

Word of the miracles performed by St Euthymius spread quickly. People came from everywhere to be healed of
their ailments, and he cured them. Unable to bear human fame and glory, the monk secretly left the monastery,
taking only his closest disciple Dometian with him. He withdrew into the Rouba desert and settled on Mt. Marda,
near the Dead Sea.
In his quest for solitude, the saint explored the wilderness of Ziph and settled in the cave where David once hid
from King Saul. St Euthymius founded a monastery beside David’s cave, and built a church. During this time St
Euthymius converted many monks from the Manichean heresy, he also healed the sick and cast out devils.
Visitors disturbed the tranquillity of the wilderness. Since he loved silence, the saint decided to return to the
monastery of St Theoctistus. Along the way they found a quiet level place on a hill, and he remained there. This
would become the site of St Euthymius’ lavra, and a little cave served as his cell, and then as his grave.
St Theoctistus went with his brethren to St Euthymius and requested him to return to the monastery, but the
monk did not agree to this. However, he did promise to attend Sunday services at the monastery.
St Euthymius did not wish to have anyone nearby, nor to organize a cenobium or a lavra. The Lord commanded
him in a vision not to drive away those who came to him for the salvation of their souls. After some time brethren again gathered around him, and he organized a lavra, on the pattern of the Tharan Lavra. In the year 429,
when St Euthymius was fifty-two years old, Patriarch Juvenal of Jerusalem consecrated the lavra church and
supplied it with presbyters and deacons.
The lavra was poor at first, but the saint believed that God would provide for His servants. Once, about 400 Armenians on their way to the Jordan came to the lavra. Seeing this, St Euthymius called the steward and ordered
him to feed the pilgrims. The steward said that there was not enough food in the monastery. St Euthymius, however, insisted. Going to the storeroom where the bread was kept, the steward found a large quantity of bread, and
the wine casks and oil jars were also filled. The pilgrims ate their fill, and for three months afterwards the door of
the storeroom could not be shut because of the abundace of bread. The food remained undiminished, just like the
widow of Zarephath’s barrel of meal and cruse of oil (1/3 Kings 17:8-16).
Once, the monk Auxentius refused to carry out his assigned obedience. Despite the fact that St Euthymius summoned him and urged him to comply, he remained obstinate. The saint then shouted loudly, “You will be rewarded for your insubordination.” A demon seized Auxentius and threw him to the ground. The brethren asked
Abba Euthymius to help him, and then the saint healed the unfortunate one, who came to himself, asked forgiveness and promised to correct himself. “Obedience,” said St Euthymius, “is a great virtue. The Lord loves obedience more than sacrifice, but disobedience leads to death.”
Two of the brethren became overwhelmed by the austere life in the monastery of St Euthymius, and they resolved to flee. St Euthymius saw in a vision that they would be ensnared by the devil. He summoned them and
admonished them to abandon their destructive intention. He said, “We must never admit evil thoughts that fill us
with sorrow and hatred for the place in which we live, and suggest that we go somewhere else. If someone tries
to do something good in the place where he lives but fails to complete it, he should not think that he will accomplish it elsewhere. It is not the place that produces success, but faith and a firm will. A tree which is often transplanted does not bear fruit.”
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In the year 431, the Third Ecumenical Council was convened in Ephesus to combat the Nestorian heresy. St
Euthymius rejoiced over the affirmation of Orthodoxy, but was grieved about Archbishop John of Antioch who
defended Nestorius.
In the year 451 the Fourth Ecumenical Council met in Chalcedon to condemn the heresy of Dioscorus who, in
contrast to Nestorius, asserted that in the Lord Jesus Christ there is only one nature, the divine (thus the heresy
was called Monophysite). He taught that in the Incarnation, Christ’s human nature is swallowed up by the divine
nature.
St Euthymius accepted the decisions of the Council of Chalcedon and he acknowledged it as Orthodox. News of
this spread quickly among the monks and hermits. Many of them, who had previously believed wrongly, accepted the decisions of the Council of Chalcedon because of the example of St Euthymius.
Because of his ascetic life and firm confession of the Orthodox Faith, St Euthymius is called “the Great.” Wearied by contact with the world, the holy abba went for a time into the inner desert. After his return to the lavra
some of the brethren saw that when he celebrated the Divine Liturgy, fire descended from Heaven and encircled
the saint. St Euthymius himself revealed to several of the monks that often he saw an angel celebrating the Holy
Liturgy with him. The saint had the gift of clairvoyance, and he could discern a person’s thoughts and spiritual
state from his outward appearance. When the monks received the Holy Mysteries, the saint knew who approached worthily, and who received unworthily.
When St Euthymius was 82 years old, the young Sava (the future St Sava the Sanctified, December 5), came to
his lavra. The Elder received him with love and sent him to the monastery of St Theoctistus. He foretold that St
Sava would outshine all his other disciples in virtue.
When the saint was ninety years of age, his companion and fellow monk Theoctistus became grievously ill. St
Euthymius went to visit his friend and remained at the monastery for several days. He took leave of him and was
present at his end. After burying his body in a grave, he returned to the lavra.
God revealed to St Euthymius the time of his death. On the eve of the Feast of St Anthony the Great (January 17)
St Euthymius gave the blessing to serve the all-night Vigil. When the service ended, he took the priests aside and
told them that he would never serve another Vigil with them, because the Lord was calling him from this earthly
life.
All were filled with great sadness, but the saint asked the brethren to meet him in church in the morning. He began to instruct them, “If you love me, keep my commandments (John 14:15). Love is the highest virtue, and the
bond of perfectness (Col. 3:14). Every virtue is made secure by love and humility. The Lord humbled Himself
because of His Love for us and became man. Therefore, we ought to praise Him unceasingly, especially since we
monks have escaped worldly distractions and concerns.”
“Look to yourselves, and preserve your souls and bodies in purity. Do not fail to attend the church services, and
keep the traditions and rules of our community. If one of the brethren struggles with unclean thoughts, correct,
console, and instruct him, so that he does not fall into the devil’s snares. Never refuse hospitality to visitors. Offer a bed to every stranger. Give whatever you can to help the poor in their misfortune.”
Afterwards, having given instructions for the guidance of the brethren, the saint promised always to remain in
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spirit with them and with those who followed them in his monastery.St Euthymius then dismissed everyone but
his disciple Dometian. He remained in the altar for three days, then died on January 20, 473 at the age of ninetyseven.
A multitude of monks from all the monasteries and from the desert came to the lavra for the holy abba’s burial,
among whom was St Gerasimus. The Patriarch Anastasius also came with his clergy, as well as the Nitrian
monks Martyrius and Elias, who later became Patriarchs of Jerusalem, as St Euthymius had foretold.
Dometian remained by the grave of his Elder for six days. On the seventh day, he saw the holy abba in glory,
beckoning to his disciple. “Come, my child, the Lord Jesus Christ wants you to be with me.”
After telling the brethren about the vision, Dometian went to church and joyfully surrendered his soul to God. He
was buried beside St Euthymius. The relics of St Euthymius remained at his monastery in Palestine, and the Russian pilgrim igumen Daniel saw them in the twelfth century.

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF JANUARY 18
Jan. 18 1 Tim. 1:15-17
Luke 18:35-43

Jan. 20 James 3:1-10
Mark 11:11-23

Jan. 19 James 2:14-26
Mark 10:46-52

Jan. 21 James 3:11-4:6
Mark 11:22-26
Jan. 22 James 4:7-5:9
Mark 11:27-33

Jan. 23 1 Peter 1:1-2,10-12;
2:6-10
Mark 12:1-12
Jan. 24 1 Thess. 5:14-23
Luke 17:3-10

Pre-Lenten Boys’ Night Out will be
Meatfare Sunday, February 15th
at 5:00 PM. Location will be
announced soon.
See Dan Morris to join.
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PRAYER REQUESTS
Departed:
Mircea Dascalescu (Lavinia
Morris’s uncle)
12-15-14
John Marhefka
12-18-14

Ill Afflicted &
Special Intentions:
Deacon Basil Frenchek
Hieromonk Joseph
Mat. Vera Proctor
Mat. May Ozone
Mat. Catherine Jula
Mother Anna
Sr. Anastasia
Michael
Betty Balasz
Judy Baughman
Carol Bohurjak
Thomas Bohurjak, Jr.
Marie Borland
Frank Byndas
Navada Coneley
Elsie Conrad
John Conrad
Anne Crichton (Joseph Crichton’s
sister-in-law)
Christine Crichton
Thomas Crichton (Joseph Crichton’s
brother)
Arlene Czajkowski (Neale)
Laina Dachtyl
Metodije Damljanovic (Child)

Horia Dascalescu (Lavinia Morris’s
brother)
Cindy Durkalski
Debra Ellis (Katie & Nadine Ellis’s
mother)
Peter Fickinger (friend of Joseph
Crichton)
Vladimir Fowler
Frank Fox (Carol Machaskee’s son)
Julia Grabowski
Roger Haupt (Lisa Theodore’s
cousin)
Sandee Holod
Matthew Hungley (Phyllis
Gindlesperger’s brother-in-law)
Donna Jacak
Victor Jacak
Joy Jahans (friend of Paul Pangrace)
Stephen Jahans (friend of Paul
Pangrace)
Diane Kearsey
(Janice Tkacz’s sister)
John Kovalski (friend of Paul
Pangrace)
Dorothy Laskovich
Paul Laskovich
Elise Manella
Anna Mysiw (friend and neighbor of
Helen Antonik)
Karen Ohlin (Tatiana Boyczewski’s
daughter-in-law’s mother)
Maude Palumbo (Michelle Rajisch’s
mother)
Debra Parhamovich (Karen Felon’s
sister)
Grace Parhamovich (Karen Felon’s
mother)

Donna Pelton
Liz Peterson (Joseph Crichton’s
friend)
John A. Petkac (Gartman)
Peter and Gina Petkac (Judy
Gartman’s brother & sister-in-law)
Debbie Pinta
Anastasia Pogorily
Cindy Powkowski
Marshall Prock
Joseph Rusynyk
Julia Sankovic (Child)
Mary Ann Silberhorn
Steven Soeder
Elaine Sudnick (Joy Pfeiffer’s
mother)
Katrina Toone
Frank Tkacz
Janice Tkacz
Donald Tipka
Elisabeth Wright (friend of Paul
Pangrace)
John Yavornitzki
Erin Zawolowycz
Elaine Zdinak
Elizabeth Zdinak
Fr. Andrew & Presbytera Lori
Lentz & Unborn Child
Alex & Jerilyn Oppenheim
& Unborn Child

Congratulations:
To newly baptized and chrismated
Andrew Colton Epperle

Please contact the Parish Oﬃce at 216-741-1310
when names need to be removed from the
prayer list. Thank you.
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Welcome Visitors

Our parish welcomes you and thanks you for joining us at today’s Divine Liturgy.
While only Orthodox Christians may approach the chalice for Holy Communion,
everyone is welcome to partake of the Holy Bread after Liturgy.
You are also invited to join us for fellowship in the Parish Hall following Liturgy.

COFEE HOUR & GREETERS SCHEDULES
Coffee Hour:
1/18/15
1/25/15
2/1/15
2/8/15
2/15/15
2/22/15
3/1/15

Greeters:

Cathy Weber & Mat. Jenn Boerio
Lauren Miklos & Chandra Czaruk
Mary Swit & Tammy Ponomarenko
Mat. Cindy Zdinak & Mat. Jenn Boerio
Joyce Tabeling & Judy Schwind
Dan & Lavinia Morris
Nick & Kate Zolikoff

Linda Smotzer & Sonia Vorell
Mat. Jenn Boerio & Karen Felon
Paul Pangrace & Michael Tabeling
Michael Tabeling & Sonia Vorell
Linda Smotzer & Michael Tabeling
Mat. Jenn Boerio & Tammy Ponomarenko
Linda Smotzer & Sonia Vorell

FOOD PANTRY

GOD’S GIFTS TO US OUR GIFTS TO GOD
Weekly expenses:

$ 6,538.00

Last week’s collection
$ 4,647.00
Over/Under < $ 1,891.00 >

Our Food Pantry ministry continues through Merrick
House. They currently use the bags in their Moms
First program. We can always use your help by
"sponsoring a bag". Envelopes are in the foyer, $10
fills a bag. Thank you and God bless you for helping
those in need. - Dan Morris

Dome Lighters
Donations to offset the cost of lighting the domes can be made for The Health Of
or In Memory Of your loved ones. Contact the Parish Office if you are interested.
For the entire 2015 year:
In loving memory of Olga Fritskey
from John & Ruth Fritskey
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Sunday, Jan. 18
ST. ATHANASIUS
THE GREAT
ST. CYRIL OF ALEXANDRIA
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

WEEKLY
SCHEDULE
2015
REMINDER:
Please be sure
that cell phones
are turned oﬀ
before entering
the temple.

Monday, Jan. 19
VEN. MACARIUS THE GREAT
ST. MARK, ARCHBISHOP
OF EPHESUS

Tuesday, Jan. 20

JANUARY

VEN. EUTHYMIUS
THE GREAT

Wednesday, Jan. 21

Thursday, Jan. 22
APOST. TIMOTHY OF THE 70
MONK MARTYR
ANASTASIUS THE PERSIAN
11:00 AM Faith Enrichment @
Ridge Manor
March For Life in Washington, D.C.

Friday, Jan. 23
HIEROMARTYR CLEMENT
MARTYR AGATHANGEL
ST. PAULINUS OF NOLA

Special Collection

Saturday, Jan. 24

THE DEANERY

VEN. XENIA OF ROME
BLESSED XENIA
OF ST. PETERSBURG
6:00 PM Great Vespers

VEN. MAXIMUS CONFESSOR
VIRGIN MARTYR AGNES
VEN. MAXIM THE GREEK

Sunday, Jan. 25
ST. GREGORY
THE THEOLOGIAN
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral
733 Starkweather Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44113
JANUARY
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