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The Life of Saint John Kochurov, Hieromartyr
Missionary in America
First Clergy Martyr of the Russian Revolution
On October 31, 1917, in Tsarskoye Selo, a bright new chapter, full of earthly grief and heavenly joy, was opened
in the history of sanctity in the Russian Church: the holiness of the New-Martyrs of the twentieth century. The
opening of this chapter is linked to the name of the Russian Orthodox shepherd who became one of the first to
give his soul for his flock during this twentieth century of fighters against God: Archpriest John Kochurov.
Father John Kochurov was born on July 13, 1871, in the village of Bigildino-Surky of the district of Danky in the
Ryazan region, to a pious family of many children. His parents were the priest Alexander Kochurov and his wife
Anna. Father Alexander Kochurov served almost all his life in the Church of Theophany in Bigildino-Surky
village in the Diocese of Ryazan from the moment of his ordination on March 2, 1857, and having combined all
those years of service in the parish with the fulfillment of his obligations as a teacher of the God’s Law in the
Bigildin’s public school, imprinted in the consciences of his sons, and particularly in that of John, the most
spiritually sensitive of them, a radiant image of the parish priest, full of deep humility and high inspiration.1
Fr. John’s upbringing, being based on the remarkable traditions of many generations of the clergy and bound
with the people’s natural following after Orthodox piety, foretold his setting out on the path of preparation for
pastoral service. Father John’s study — initially at Danky Theological School and afterwards at Ryazan
Theological Seminary — was marked not only with outstanding success in the mastery of theological and secular
disciplines, but with remarkable examples of Church piety which he demonstrated during a time when the
everyday life of a provincial theological school was not always spotless in the moral sense.
The future Father John successfully graduated in 1891 from the Theological Seminary in Ryazan. Having passed
the entrance exams for the Saint Petersburg Theological Academy, he became a student at one of the best
theological schools in Russia.2
During the period of Fr. John’s study at the Saint Petersburg Theological Academy, his propensity to regard
theological education as a preparation primarily for future service as a parish priest became clearly defined, while
at the same time, Fr. John already during his student days coupled the possibility of his service as a parish priest
with that of missionary activity, in which he saw the embodiment of the ideal of the Orthodox pastor. After his
graduation from Saint Petersburg Theological Academy with the distinction of a true student, Fr. John was sent,
in accordance with his long desire for missionary service, to the Diocese of the Aleutians and Alaska.3
Not long after his marriage to Alexandra Chernyshova, Fr. John’s arrival in protestant America put him in touch
with a life dissimilar in many respects from his accustomed life in Orthodox Russia. For his first sojourn in the
U.S.A. Fr. John arrived in New York, which with its mundane ways was so different from the spiritual life of the
Russian cities. Not having yet learned the English language, Fr. John, thanks to the brotherly support of the New
York Orthodox community — at that time of modest size — did manage to adjust himself to the life of the
country, till then unknown to him, without any particular psychological or other complications. It must be noted
that Church life in the Diocese of Alaska and the Aleuts was very different in character from that in other parts of
the country, which was vast in its territory but rather small in the number of clergy. Specifically, the Russian
Orthodox missions in Northern California, on the Aleutian Islands, and in Alaska had at that time already existed
for about a hundred years, and Church life was conducted on a foundation of rather numerous parish
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communities which possessed significant financial resources, having become accustomed over several
generations to life in America. But Orthodox life in the rest of the country was only being initiated, and it
required a great deal of evangelical activity by the clergy to create normal Orthodox parishes within the
multinational and multiconfessional local population. It was precisely to that part of the diocese that Fr. John was
destined to be sent when he was ordained to the dignity of a priest on August 27, 1895, by the Most Reverend
Nicholas, Bishop of Alaska and the Aleuts.4
The beginning of Fr. John’s parish service was associated with the opening, by Bishop Nicholas, of the Orthodox
parish in Chicago in 1892. Assigned in 1895 by order of the Holy Synod to be a parish priest at Saint Vladimir’s
Cathedral in Chicago, Fr. John was put in touch with a parish life that was strikingly different from the Orthodox
parishes in Russia, which were organized and rooted in a living tradition many centuries old. Being a lonely
island of Orthodox Christian life, remotely situated many hundreds of miles from the other scattered Orthodox
parishes in North America, Saint Vladimir’s Church in Chicago,5 together with the Church of the Three
Hierarchs in the town of Streator with which it was affiliated, in the less than three years of its existence still had
not managed to become formed as a parish in the full sense of this word, and it indeed required heroic labors
from the young Fr. John to be established in a proper way.
Beginning his work at the parish of Chicago and Streator, which was rather small and multinational in its
constituency, Fr. John nourished these people, who were representatives of a rather poor class of immigrants, in
the Orthodox confession. He was never able to be supported in his work by a sound parish community having at
its disposal sufficiently large material means. In one of his articles, written in December 1898, Fr. John gave the
following vivid description of the Chicago-Streator parish community: “The Orthodox parish of Saint Vladimir’s
Church in Chicago consists of a small number of the original Russians, Galician and Hungarian Slavs, Arabs,
Bulgarians, and Aravians. The majority of the parishioners are working people who earn their bread by toiling
not far from where they live, on the outskirts of the city. Affiliated with this parish in Chicago is the Church of
the Three Hierarchs in the city of Streator. This place, and the town of Kengley, are situated ninety-four miles
from Chicago, and they are famous for their coal mines. The Orthodox parish there consists of the Slovaks who
work there who have been converted from the Unia.”6
The unique characteristics of the Chicago-Streator parish community demanded of Fr. John a deft combination of
pastoral-liturgical skills, with missionary ones. These abilities would permit him not only to stabilize the
membership of his parish community spiritually and administratively, but to enlarge his flock continually by
means of conversions, or by the return to Orthodoxy of the ethnically diverse Christians living in Illinois.
Already during the first three years of Fr. John’s parish service 86 Uniats and 5 Catholics were added to the
Orthodox Church,7 bringing the number of permanent parishioners up to 215 men in Chicago, and 88 in Streator.
There were two functioning church schools affiliated with the parishes, with more than 20 pupils enrolled in
them. The course consisted of Saturday classes during the school year, and daily classes during the school
vacations. 8
In his work, Fr. John continued the best traditions of the Russian Orthodox Diocese in North America. He
organized, in Chicago and Streator, the Saint Nicholas and Three Hierarchs Brotherhoods, which established a
goal of setting up a program of social and material mutual aid among the parishioners of the Chicago-Streator
parish, as members of the Orthodox Mutual Aid Society.9
Father John’s abundant labors for building up a healthy, flourishing parish life in the communities entrusted to
him did not hinder him from fulfilling other important diocesan responsibilities that were laid upon him. So it
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was that, on April 1, 1897, Fr. John was appointed to be one of the members of the newly created Censorship
Committee of the Diocese of Alaska and the Aleutians on texts in the Russian, Ukrainian, and English
languages,10 and on May 22, 1899, Fr. John was appointed Chairman of the Board of the Mutual Aid Society11 by
a decree of Tikhon, Bishop of Alaska and the Aleutians, who had recently arrived in the diocese. The varied
labors of Fr. John were soon rewarded; after just the first years of his pastoral service, he received the marks of
priestly distinction from the Most Reverend Bishop Nicholas.12
A significant obstacle to the normal functioning of the Church liturgical cycle at the Chicago-Streator parish was
the condition of the buildings, which were unfit for the purpose. Saint Vladimir’s Church in Chicago occupied a
small part of a rented edifice located in the southwestern part of the city. On the ground floor of the house the
church itself was separated by a wall from the kitchen and a room where an attendant lived. On the first floor
there were several small rooms which were occupied by Fr. John together with his family and by the church
Reader. The church of the Three Hierarchs in Streator employed the lobby of the Russian section of the Chicago
World Exhibition [the Columbian Exposition of 1892—Ed.].13
The assignment of Bishop Tikhon, the future Patriarch of Moscow, to the Diocese of Alaska and the Aleutians on
30 November, 1898, was especially significant for the resolution of problems of church life in the parish
entrusted to Fr. John. Zealously fulfilling his hierarchical obligations, Bishop Tikhon already during the first
months of his leadership of the see managed to visit practically all the Orthodox parishes scattered around the
vast territory of the Diocese of Alaska and the Aleutians, in an effort to discern the most fundamental needs of
the diocesan clergy. Arriving in Chicago for the first time on April 28, 1899, Bishop Tikhon gave his
archpastoral blessing to Fr. John and to his flock, and by the next day he had already inspected a plot of land
proposed as the site where the new church — so necessary for the parish in Chicago — would be constructed. On
April 30, Bishop Tikhon visited the Three Hierarchs Church in Streator and served the vigil service at Saint
Vladimir’s Church in Chicago. On the following day, after serving the Divine Liturgy, he approved the minutes
of the meeting of the committee for the construction of the new church in Chicago, which was chaired by Fr.
John.14
The limited financial resources of the Chicago-Streator parish, where the people being ministered to were
primarily poor, did not permit Fr. John to begin the construction immediately. And since more than five years
had already passed since the time of Fr. John’s arrival in North America, his great desire to visit his beloved
Orthodox Russia for at least a brief time prompted him to submit an application to Bishop Tikhon requesting
leave for the journey to his motherland.
Being above all mindful of the needs of the parish entrusted to him, Fr. John decided to use the vacation granted
to him from January 15 till May 15, 1900, to collect money in Russia which would allow the Chicago parish to
commence construction of the new church building and of the first Orthodox cemetery in the city.15 Successfully
combining his journey to his motherland with significant fundraising for the parish, Fr. John soon after his return
from leave embarked on the construction of the church, with Bishop Tikhon arriving on March 31, 1902, for the
ceremony of the laying of its foundation.16
With true pastoral inspiration combined together with sober, practical record-keeping, Fr. John managed the
construction of the new church, which was finished in 1903, requiring a very significant sum of money for that
time, fifty thousand dollars.17 The consecration of the new temple, which was named in honor of the Holy
Trinity, was performed by Bishop Tikhon, and it became a real festivity for the whole of the Russian Orthodox
diocese in North America. Two years later, in greeting Fr. John on the occasion of his first ten years of service as
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a priest in the Church, the highest praise went to his careful pastoral labors in the construction of the Holy Trinity
Church, which had become one of the most remarkable Orthodox churches in America: “The year has been filled
with the most vivid of impressions, sometimes agonizing, sometimes good. A year of endlessly trying
fund-raising in Russia, a year of sleepless nights, worn-out nerves, and countless woes — and here is the
testimonial of your care: a temple made with hands, in the image of a magnificent Russian Orthodox temple,
shining with its crosses in Chicago, and the peace and love not made with hands that are springing up in the
hearts of your flock!”18 For his inspiring labors, Fr. John, thanks to the intercession of Bishop Tikhon, was
awarded the Order of Saint Anna of the Third Degree, on May 6, 1903. 19
Zealously fulfilling his numerous obligations as a parish priest, he was the only priest there during the first nine
years of his service in the parishes of Chicago and Streator. At the same time, Fr. John continued to participate
actively in resolving various issues in the life of the North American diocese. In February 1904, Fr. John was
assigned as a chairman of the Censor Committee of the Diocese of Alaska and the Aleutians, where he had
already participated as a member of the council for seven years.20 In June 1905, he was an active participant in
the preparatory meetings of diocesan clergy, held in Old Forge [Pa.] under the guidance of Bishop Tikhon, where
issues were discussed in connection with preparation for the first Council in the history of the Diocese of North
America and the Aleutians. It was in the solemn atmosphere of the sessions of this Council, on July 20, 1905,
that Fr. John’s first decade of priestly service was celebrated, the actual date of the anniversary being August 27.
In Saint Michael’s Church in Old Forge, before a large group of diocesan clergy presided over by the Most
Reverend Raphael, Bishop of Brooklyn, Fr. John was awarded a gold pectoral cross, and the speeches offered a
perceptive and thoroughly objective description of the whole period of Fr. John’s pastoral service in North
America. “Directly after your study at seminary, having left the motherland, you came to this strange land to
expend all your youthful energy, to devote all your strength and inspiration for that holy concern to which you
were attracted in your vocation. A hard legacy was left for you: the church in Chicago was located then in an
untidy church setting, in a wet, half-ruined building, the parish with its loosely defined parish membership
scattered over the huge city with a heterodox population torn asunder by the wild beasts — all that could fill the
soul of a young laborer with great confusion, but you bravely accepted the task of selecting a precious spark from
the pile of rubbish, to fan the sacred fire into a small group of faithful! You were forgetful of yourself: calamities,
illnesses, the poor location of your house, with its ramshackle walls, floors, and cracks that gave open access to
the outer elements, with destructive effects on your health, and the health of your family members....Your babies
were sick, your wife was not quite healthy, and bitter bouts of rheumatism seemed to wish to destroy your
confidence, to exhaust your energy. . . . We greet you, remembering another of your good deeds, the performance
of which is plaited as an unfading laurel in the crown of honor of your decade of sacred service: we have in mind
here your sacrificial service in the office of Chairman of our beloved Mutual Aid Society, in the office of Censor
to our enlightening missionary publishing house, and in spreading wide our evangelical efforts — organizing the
parishes in Madison [Ill.] and Hartshorne [Okla.]. To complete your tribute, let us mention another circumstance,
which magnifies the valor of your labor and the grandeur of its results. The remoteness of your parish in Chicago
has torn you from your bonds with your colleagues in America, depriving you during these years of the chance to
see your brother-pastors . . . You were bereft of that which for the majority of us adorns the missionary service
through which we pass. How touching, and how great a degree of isolation was yours, is witnessed by the fact
that you had to baptize your children yourself, because of the absence of the other priests around you . . . Let this
Holy Cross we present serve you as a sign of our brotherly love, and the image of our Lord’s Crucifixion on it
permit you to accept the hardships, misfortunes, and sufferings that are so often met with in the life of a
missionary priest, and let it encourage you to more and more labors for the glory of the Giver of Exploits and the
Chief Shepherd, our Lord Jesus Christ.”21
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Less than a year after the celebration of the tenth anniversary of Fr. John’s priestly service he was granted by the
highest Church authority one of the most honorable priestly orders, which deservedly crowned his genuine
exploits in the Diocese of North America and the Aleutians. By order of the Holy Synod on May 6, 1906, Fr.
John was elevated to the dignity of Archpriest.22
Thus, there began a qualitatively new period in Fr. John’s service: having become one of the most respected
archpriests of the Diocese thanks to his outstanding pastoral work in his parish and in diocesan administrative
activities, Fr. John, at the initiative of Bishop Tikhon who valued him highly, became more and more deeply
involved in resolving the most pressing issues of diocesan administration. In May 1906, Fr. John was appointed
dean of the New York area of the Eastern States,23 and in February 1907, he was destined to be one of the most
energetic participants of the first North American Orthodox Council in Mayfield, which dealt with the rapidly
increasing conversions within the Diocese of North America and the Aleutians in the Russian Orthodox Greek
Catholic Church in America, which was the basis on which the Orthodox Church in America was later founded.
During the period 1903-1907, the Chicago-Streator parish, built by his labors, was transformed into one of the
most self-sufficient and flourishing diocesan parishes. But however successful the external circumstances of Fr.
John’s service in North America may have seemed, his deep, fervent homesickness for his beloved Russia, which
he had only seen once for a leave of several months in recent years, and the necessity of providing his three elder
children with an undergraduate education in Russia, compelled Fr. John to think about the possibility of
continuing his priestly ministry in his native Russian land. A rather significant circumstance furthering Fr. John’s
submission of an application for transfer back to Russia was the insistent request of his elderly and seriously
ailing father-in-law, who was a clergyman of the Diocese of Saint Petersburg, and who dreamt of handing over
his parish to the guidance of such a deserving priest as Fr. John had shown himself to be. In accordance with his
application, Fr. John received, on May 20, 1907, a release from his service in the Diocese of North America and
the Aleutians, whereupon he began preparing himself for his move back to Russia. The week before their
departure, however, Fr. John and his family had to bear some sudden startling news from Russia: Matushka
Alexandra’s beloved parent had succumbed in advance of their return. In July 1907, leaving the Chicago-Streator
parish which was so dear to his heart, and where he had given twelve years of missionary service, Fr. John set out
for the unknown future that awaited him in his motherland, where he would spend the rest of his priestly service
from thenceforth.24
Fr. John’s return to Russia in the summer of 1907 signified for him not only the beginning of his service in the
Diocese of Saint Petersburg — familiar to him from his student years — but it challenged him with the need to
apply the pastoral skills he had earlier acquired in America in the field of theological education. By order of the
Saint Petersburg Church Consistory, in August 1907 Fr. John was assigned to the clergy of Holy Transfiguration
Cathedral in Narva, and beginning August 15, 1907, he began to perform his duties as a teacher of Law in the
male and the female gymnasiums in Narva.25 By order of the chief of the Saint Petersburg Area Educational
Department, effective October 20, 1907, Fr. John was confirmed in his service in the male gymnasium as a
teacher of God’s Law [this Russian term refers to the totality of Orthodox teaching — Ed.] and was a hired
teacher of the same subject in the female gymnasium of Narva, which became the main sphere of his Church
service for the next nine years of his life.26
The common way of life in small, provincial Narva, where the Russian Orthodox inhabitants consisted of
scarcely half the population, brought back to Fr. John in some measure the atmosphere familiar to him in
America, where he performed his pastoral service in a social environment permeated with heterodox influences.
However, the circumstances of his work as a teacher of God’s Law in two secondary schools where the Russian
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cultural element and Orthodox religious ethos indisputably dominated, permitted Fr. John to feel that he was
breathing an atmosphere of Russian Orthodox life reminiscent of his childhood.
Father John’s teaching load as a rule consisted in those years of sixteen hours a week in the male gymnasium and
ten hours in the female one. This required of him a fairly significant effort, taking into account that to teach
God’s Law in the different classes, because of the breadth of the subject, necessitated that a teacher be familiar
with various matters of theological as well as of a mundane character.27 However, inasmuch as the twelve years
of his labors at the Chicago-Streator parish had transformed Fr. John from an inexperienced beginner into one of
the most authoritative pastors in the diocese, his nine years service of teaching God’s Law — not marked by any
spectacular events, but filled with concentrated work in imparting spiritual enlightenment, was one in which Fr.
John became a most conscientious practical Church teacher and learned Orthodox preacher. After just five years
of teaching Divine Law in the Narva schools, Fr. John was awarded the Order of Saint Anna, Second Degree,28
on May 6, 1912, and after another four years Fr. John’s achievements in the field of theological education were
celebrated by his being awarded the order of Saint Vladimir, Fourth Degree, which — added to numerous
Church and State awards — gave the deserving archpriest the right of receiving the title of nobility.29
The manifest successes of Fr. John in his activity as a teacher during all these years were supplemented by his
joy at the fact that all of his four elder sons, while studying in Narva gymnasium, had the opportunity to receive
their spiritual upbringing under his immediate guidance.30
However, along with undeniable advantages of this new period of the pastoral service of Fr. John, after his return
to his fatherland following many years of absence, there still existed a circumstance which could not help but
burden the heart of such a genuine parish pastor as Fr. John was for the whole of his life. Being only attached to
the Holy Transfiguration Cathedral in Narva, and not being a member of its staff clergy, Fr. John, because of the
peculiarity of this situation, on account of his fulfilling his duties as a teacher of Gods Law at the gymnasium,
was deprived not only of the chance to lead, but even to participate fully in the parish life of Holy
Transfiguration Cathedral in Narva. Only in November of 1916, by order of the Saint Petersburg Church
Consistory, was Fr. John assigned as a parish priest to the vacant second position at Saint Katherine’s Cathedral
in Tsarskoye Selo,31 whereby his dream of resuming service as a parish pastor in the motherland was fulfilled.
Tsarskoye Selo, which had become the remarkable incarnation of a whole epoch in the history of Russian
culture, happily combined in itself the qualities of a quiet provincial town with those of the resplendent capital of
Saint Petersburg. Saint Katherine’s Cathedral occupied a special place in the town; of the parish churches there,
which were predominantly parishes of the imperial court and of the military, it was the largest. In becoming a
member of the clergy at Saint Katherine’s Cathedral, and taking up residence there together with his matushka
and five children (the oldest son, Vladimir, was at the time fulfilling his military service),32 Fr. John received, at
last, his longed-for chance to be immersed fully in the life of a parish priest in one of the most notable churches
of the Saint Petersburg diocese. Having been warmly and respectfully received by the flock of Saint Katherine’s,
Fr. John, from the first months of his service there, showed himself to be zealous and inspiring not only as a
celebrant of the divine service, but also as an eloquent and well-informed preacher, who gathered under the eaves
of Saint Katherine’s Cathedral Orthodox Christians from all around the town of Tsarskoye Selo.33 It seemed that
so successful a beginning of parish service at Saint Katherine’s Cathedral would open for Fr. John a new period
in his priestly service. In this period, Fr. John’s pastoral inspiration and sacrificial demeanor, so characteristic of
him in his former activity, might be combined with the daily routine of the outward conditions of his service and
with the spiritual and harmonious personal relationships between a diligent pastor and his numerous pious flock.
But the cataclysms of the February Revolution that burst out in Petrograd just three months after Fr. John’s
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assignment to Saint Katherine’s began little by little to involve Tsarskoye Selo in the treacherous vortex of
revolutionary events.
The soldiers’ riots that had taken place in the military headquarters at Tsarskoye Selo already during the first
days of the Revolution, and the imprisonment of the royal family at Alexandrovsky palace over a period of many
months, brought the town to the attention of representatives of the most extreme revolutionary elements. These
circles had propelled the country toward the path of civil war, and eventually, complete internal political
division, the beginnings of which lay in Russia’s participation in the bloodshed of World War I. These
developments gradually changed the quiet atmosphere of Tsarskoye Selo, diverting the inhabitants’ attention
from the conscientious fulfillment, day by day, of their Christian and civil responsibilities to Church and
fatherland. And during all these troubled months the inspiring message of Fr. John continued to sound forth from
the ambon of Saint Katherine’s Cathedral, as he strove to instill feelings of reconciliation into the souls of the
Orthodox Christians of Tsarskoye Selo, calling them to the spiritual perception of their own inner life, so that
they might understand the contradictory changes taking place in Russia.
For several days after the October 1917 seizure of power by the Bolsheviks in Petrograd, reverberations from the
momentous events happening in the capital were felt in Tsarskoye Selo. Attempting to drive Gen. Paul Krasnov’s
Cossack troops, which were still loyal to the Provisional Government, out of Tsarskoye Selo, the armored groups
of the Red Guard — the soldiers and sailors supporting the Bolshevik upheaval — were coming there from
Petrograd. On the morning of October 30, 1917, stopping at the outskirts of Tsarskoye Selo, the Bolshevik forces
began to expose the town to artillery fire. The inhabitants of Tsarskoye Selo, like those in all of Russia, still did
not suspect that the country was involved in a civil war. A tumult erupted, with many people running to the
Orthodox churches, including Saint Katherine’s, in hopes of finding prayerful serenity at the services, and of
hearing from the ambon a pastoral exhortation pertaining to the events taking place. All the clergy of Saint
Katherine’s Cathedral eagerly responded to their flock spiritual entreaties, and a special Moleben, or prayer
service, seeking an end to the civil conflict, was offered beneath the arches of the church, which was jammed
with worshippers. Afterwards, the dean of the Cathedral, the archpriest N. Smirnov, together with two other
priests, Fr. John and Fr. Steven Fokko, reached a decision to organize a sacred procession in the town, with the
reading of fervent prayers for a cessation of the fratricidal civil strife. The pages of the newspaper All-Russian
Church Social Messenger presented, for several days, the testimony of a certain Petrograd newspaper
correspondent describing the events which had taken place, as follows: “The Sacred Procession had to be
relocated under the conditions of an artillery bombardment, and notwithstanding any predictions it was rather
crowded. The lamentations and cries of women and children drowned out the words of the peace prayer. Two
priests delivered sermons during the procession, calling the people to preserve tranquility in view of the
impending trials. I was fortunate enough to understand clearly that the priests’ sermons did not contain any
political tinges.”
The Holy Procession lingered. Twilight changed into darkness. Candles were lit in the hands of the praying
people. Everybody was singing.
Precisely at that time the Cossacks were withdrawing from the town. The priests were warned about it. Isn’t it
time to stop the prayers?! We shall carry our duties to completion, they declared. These have departed from us,
and those who are coming are our brothers! What kind of harm will they do us?!34
Wishing to prevent an outbreak of fighting in the streets of Tsarskoye Selo, the Cossack leadership began to
withdraw troops from the town on the evening of October 30, and on the morning of the 31st the Bolshevik
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forces entered Tsarskoye Selo, encountering no opposition. One of the anonymous witnesses to the aftermath of
these tragic events wrote a letter to the prominent Saint Petersburg Archpriest F. Ornatsky, who himself was
destined to receive martyrdom at the hands of the godless authorities. The writer told in simple but profound
words of the passion-bearing that became the destiny of Fr. John. Yesterday (on October 31), he wrote, when the
Bolsheviks, together with the Red Guard, entered Tsarskoye Selo, they began to make the rounds of the
apartments of the military officers, making arrests. Fr. John (Alexandrovich Kochurov) was conveyed to the
outskirts of the town, to Saint Theodore’s Cathedral, and there they assassinated him because of the fact that
those who organized the sacred procession had allegedly been praying for a victory by the Cossacks, which
surely was not, and could not have been, what actually happened. The other clergymen were released yesterday
evening. Thus, there has appeared another Martyr for the Faith in Christ. The deceased, though he had not been
in Tsarskoye Selo for long, had gained the utmost love of all, and many people used to gather to listen to his
preaching.35
The Petrograd journalist mentioned earlier reconstructed a terrifying picture of Fr. John’s martyrdom and its
aftermath, ascertaining these details: The priests were captured and sent to the headquarters of the Council of the
Working and Soldiers Deputies. A priest, Fr. John Kochurov, was trying to protest and to clarify the situation. He
was hit several times on his face. With cheers and yelling the enraged mob conveyed him to the Tsarskoye Selo
airdrome. Several rifles were raised against the defenseless pastor. A shot thundered out, then another, after
which the priest fell down on the ground, and blood spilled upon his cassock. Death did not come to him
immediately . . . He was pulled by his hair, and somebody suggested, “Finish him off like a dog.” The next
morning the body was brought into the former palace hospital. According to the newspaper The Peoples’ Affair,
the head of the State Duma, together with one of its members, saw the body of the priest, but the pectoral cross
was already gone from his breast . . .36
This latter circumstance accompanying Fr. John’s martyrdom, as mentioned by the reporter, takes on a particular
spiritual significance when viewed against the background of some words spoken by Fr. John twelve years
before his death, which proved to be prophetic. In faraway America, when he received his gold pectoral cross at
the ceremony marking the tenth anniversary of his priestly service, he said with emphasis, “I kiss this Holy
Cross, a gift of your brotherly love for me. Let it be my support in times of tribulation. I will utter no pathetic
comments about my intention not to be separated from it even till my grave: that would have a grandiloquent
sound, but would not be prudent. It does not have any place in a grave. Let it remain here on earth for my
children and posterity as a family Holy Relic, and as a clear proof that brotherhood and friendship are the most
sacred things on the earth....”37
In this manner did Fr. John express his gratitude towards his colleagues and his flock, not suspecting that this
very prayer about that brotherhood and friendship would descend on the Russian Orthodox people at a time when
love and clemency were scarce in long-suffering Russia — provoking a pitiless hatred towards him from the side
of the apostates, who deprived him of his earthly life and snatched away the pectoral cross from his chest, but
were not able to rob him of the imperishable glory of Orthodox martyrdom.
At the beginning of November 1917, the Bolshevik power could not yet secure unfettered control even over the
suburbs of Petrograd, and terror on a state level had not yet become an unavoidable part of Russian life. So, with
the populace of Tsarskoye Selo and Petrograd in a state of complete horror and exasperation, this first malicious
execution of a Russian Orthodox priest inspired the former organs of power, who were not yet ousted by the
Bolsheviks, to form an investigating commission which included the two representatives of the Petrograd city
council. It was soon abolished by the Bolsheviks, without having managed to identify Fr. John’s murderers.38
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For Russian Church life, however, this first martyrdom of a Russian Orthodox pastor in the twentieth century
was deeply significant. It aroused a profound spiritual response within the hearts of many laity, clergy, and
hierarchy of the Russian Orthodox Church. The Church service for the departed and his burial in the crypt of
Saint Katherine’s Cathedral in Tsarskoye Selo39 were served by the shocked local clergy in an atmosphere of
great dismay and anxiety. At the time, the Most Reverend Benjamin, Metropolitan of Petrograd, the future Holy
Martyr, was attending the All-Russian Church Council being held in Moscow. Within a few days after the burial,
the leadership of the Petrograd diocese, with Metropolitan Benjamin’s blessing, published the following
announcement in the newspaper All-Russian Church-Social Herald:
“On Wednesday, November 8, the ninth day after the death of Fr. John Kochurov who was murdered October 31
in Tsarskoye Selo, a hierarchical Panikhida will be served in Our Lady of Kazan Cathedral at 3 p.m. for the
eternal memory of Archpriest John and of all the Orthodox Christians who have perished in a time of civil
conflict. Parish clergy free of serving obligations are invited for the Panikhida. Vestments should be white.40
“Soon after this hierarchical Panikhida served in Our Lady of Kazan Cathedral, the diocesan council of Petrograd
published a proclamation To the Clergy and the Parish councils of the Diocese of Petrograd. This became the
first official recognition of the martyric character of Fr. John’s death pronounced in the name of the Church, but
also the first Church statement to specify concrete measures of assistance to the families of clergymen persecuted
and assassinated by the theomachists in Russia. In this remarkable document of church history — eloquently
expressed, with deep humility in the face of the anticipated future persecution of the Church, and embodying
genuine sympathy for Fr. John’s bereaved family — the leadership of the Petrograd diocese reacted to the death
of the first diocesan Holy Martyr:
“Dear brothers,” began the statement by the Petrograd diocesan council, “on October 31 of this year the town of
Tsarskoye Selo suffered the martyrdom of one of the good shepherds of the Petrograd diocese, the Archpriest of
the local Cathedral, John Alexandrovich Kochurov. Without any blame or justification for this on his part, he was
seized in his apartment, conveyed to the suburbs, and was there, in an open field, shot by the possessed mob . . .
“It was with feelings of profound sorrow that the Petrograd diocesan council received this news; the grief has
been considerably augmented by the realization that, with the Archpriest’s demise, a large family is left behind,
consisting of six members who now are without food, shelter, or any means of subsistence.
“God is the Judge of the cunning villains who violently ended the life that was still young. Even if they flee
unpunished from trial at the hands of men, they can never elude the judgment of God. But our obligation now is
not only to pray for the peace of soul of this innocent sufferer, but with all our sincere love to attempt to treat the
deep and incurable wound that has been inflicted on the very hearts of the poor bereaved family. The diocese and
the diocesan clergy are directly obligated to provide for the martyred pastors orphaned family, to give them the
opportunity to live in material comfort, and to provide the children with a proper education.
“The diocesan Church council, being moved by the loftiest of sentiments, now appeals to the clergy, parish
councils, and all the Orthodox faithful of the diocese of Petrograd with an ardent entreaty, asking most earnestly,
for the sake of Christ’s love, that you stretch forth a brotherly helping hand, and by whatever amount you can
offer, support a poor family left to be at the mercy of fate. Great is the need, and it should not be delayed!
“. . . His martyrdom is, for each of us, a dire reminder, an ominous warning. We therefore must be ready for
anything. And to prevent such situations of destitution as we now have, we must prepare, between the times of
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trial, an assistance fund to be allotted for the defenseless, persecuted, and tormented clergy that in such cases and
in similar ones they may have material aid from their kindred in spirit.
“. . . Through the deans special lists will be sent to each parish in the diocese for the collection of donations,
those that are voluntary and from the Church funds, for help to the family of the deceased Archpriest John
Kochurov, and also for the establishment of the special fund for assistance to the clergy in all similar cases.
“. . . An immense task requires means commensurate with it. The diocesan Church council hopes that with God’s
help such means will be found. The modest offering of the diocese and clergy, made voluntarily and laid on the
Christian conscience of each person, will provide an opportunity for drying the tears of the unhappy orphans and
for making a beginning of that concern for good brotherly assistance, for which our clergy have a great need
particularly now . . .
“It has thundered; now is the time to make the sign of the Cross!”41
On one of his regular visits to his diocese during the All-Russian Church Council in Moscow, Metropolitan
Benjamin served the Divine Liturgy on November 26, for the patronal feast at Saint Katherine’s Cathedral in
Tsarskoye Selo. The Liturgy ended with a fervent exhortation from the hierarch, during which he appealed to the
people for unity, love, and brotherhood, wrote a correspondent for the All Russian Church-Social Herald. The
Metropolitan also mentioned the terrible event, the assassination of the beloved pastor of the local Church, Fr.
John Kochurov; he noted that though it is a very sad occasion, it has been a cause of reconciliation as well,
through the realization that the pastor had laid down his life for love of God and of neighbor, providing an
example of martyrdom. The archpastoral message had a strong effect on everyone, and tears were seen on many
faces. Following the Liturgy, the Litia for the departed took place at Fr. John’s tomb in the burial-vault of the
cathedral. After the service the Metropolitan visited the rectory, where he met the family of the deceased.42 Thus,
a second time — and now from the mouth of the diocesan hierarch, who remembered the slain clergyman of his
diocese — the Russian Orthodox Church characterized Fr. John’s death as a martyrdom.
The All-Russian Church Council was just then taking place in Moscow, and this death had deeply touched the
hearts of the delegates, arousing loud lamentation. Archpriest P. Mirtov was commissioned to compose a
proclamation expressing the sense of the Council, giving information about the untimely death of the deceased
Fr. John Kochurov, who fell victim while zealously fulfilling the obligations of his rank.43
The Most Holy Patriarch Tikhon had become well acquainted with Fr. John during the many years they worked
together in the diocese of North America and the Aleutians, and felt therefore a deep respect for him. Expressing
a genuine conviction formed at the Council that the Russian Orthodox Church had gained a new martyr saint in
the event of Fr. John’s death, the Patriarch dispatched a letter of sympathy to Alexandra Kochurova, the deceased
pastor’s widow: “With great sadness the Most Holy Council of the Russian Orthodox Church has received a
report concerning the martyrdom of Father John Alexandrovich Kochurov, who has fallen victim while zealously
fulfilling the obligations of his rank,” wrote the future Confessor, the Most Holy Patriarch Tikhon. “Joining our
prayers with those of the Holy Council for the repose of the soul of the slain Archpriest John, we share your great
grief, and we do that with a special love, because we knew well the deceased Archpriest, and have always held
his inspiring and strong pastoral activity in high estimation.
“We bear in our hearts the sure hope that the deceased pastor, adorned with the wreath of martyrdom, now stands
at the Throne of God among the elect of Christ’s true flock. The holy Council, with earnest sympathy for your
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bereaved family, has decided to petition the Holy Synod to give you the proper assistance.
“May the Lord help you to endure the trial sent to you by the ways of God’s Providence, and preserve you and
your children unharmed amid the storms and calamities of our time.
“We invoke God’s blessing on you and on your family. Patriarch Tikhon.”
Exactly five months after Fr. Johns death, on March 31, 1918 — by which time the number of murdered
clergymen known to the Holy Synod had already reached fifteen — the first Memorial Liturgy for the New
Hieromartyrs and Martyrs in the history of the Russian Orthodox Church in the twentieth century was served in
the church of the Moscow Theological Seminary, by the Most Holy Patriarch Tikhon, four other hierarchs, and
ten archimandrites and protopresbyters. At the Memorial Liturgy and Panikhida, when the supplicatory prayer
was pronounced for the repose of the servants of God who have perished for the Faith and the Orthodox Church,
following mention of the first slain hierarch, Metropolitan Vladimir, the first-slain Archpriest, Father John
Kochurov, was remembered, who by his passion-bearing death ushered in the service offered by the confessors,
the assembly of the Russian New-Martyrs of the twentieth century.45

BIBLE READINGS FOR THE WEEK OF OCTOBER 28
Oct. 28 Gal. 6:11-18
Luke 8:26-39

Oct. 30 1 Thess. 1:6-10
Luke 11:34-41

Nov. 2 1 Thess. 2:14-19
Luke 12:2-12

Oct. 29 1 Thess. 1:1-5
Luke 11:29-33

Oct. 31 1 Thess. 2:1-8
Luke 11:42-46

Nov. 3 2 Cor. 8:1-5
Luke 9:1-6

Nov. 1 1 Thess. 2:9-14
Luke 11:47-12:1

Ladies Night Out!
Tuesday, October 30th at
6:00 PM, Burntwood
Tavern,19304 Detroit Rd.
in Rocky River. Please
RSVP with Jenn Boerio
by October 29th!
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We are proposing to change the dome lighting on the Cathedral from standard fixtures to LED fixtures.
There are many advantages of LED fixtures over standard ones. LEDs are difficult to damage with
external shock. LEDs have a significantly longer lifespan when compared to traditional lighting
solutions. The average LED lasts 50,000 to 100,000 operating hours or more. Less frequent
replacement means two big things: lower maintenance costs in terms of labor and lower costs for
replacement parts. To change any existing lamp that has burnt out, we are required to rent a lift AND
hire an operator adding additional cost to the life of the existing fixtures. LEDs generally consume
very low amounts of power. Most LED lighting retrofit projects result in a 60-75% improvement in the
overall energy efficiency of the facility’s lighting.
We are working on getting pricing for installation. The cost for the 12 new fixtures is just
under $18,000. This includes mounting the fixtures at the existing location (off of a single point
mounting with a horizontal bracket on which will be mounted three fixtures per side of dome). PLEASE
NOTE: lead-time for fixtures is 6 weeks from date order is placed. This cost, as stated above, does
NOT include costs for installation.
We are looking for contributions to accomplish this LED project. One idea that has been suggested is
to break the cost down into a per fixture cost to aid those considering making a donation. For
example, each fixture will be approximately $1,500. Perhaps a family could go in together and further
break it down into smaller portions. The possibilities are endless!
As always we consider donations as did the widow and her mite: Christ, in commenting on her
unselfish contribution, was looking not at how much she gave, but on how much she had left over.
Both Michael Tabeling and Fr. John are available to answer any questions you may have.
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PRAYER REQUESTS
Departed:
Theresa Shumaker
09-20-18

Ill Afflicted &
Special Intentions:
Fr. Basil Stoyka
Matushka Susanne Senyo
Matushka Laryssa Hutnyan
Archpriest Theodore Bobosh
Child Katie Repasky (friend of Fr.
John)
Melissa (cousin of Mary Ann Kovach)
Julia
Christopher Baymiller (friend of
Paul Pangrace)
Paula Baymiller (friend of Paul
Pangrace)
Debbie Bazelides (Judy Schwind’s
cousin)
Carol Bohurjak
Marie Borland
Sandra Brello
Gregory Cervo
Elsie Conrad
Arlene Czajkowski
Jerry Czajkowski
Horia Dascalescu (Lavinia Morris’s
brother)
Debra Ellis
Gregory Galan
Joseph Gammalo
Aleksei Green
Don Hinkle

Matthew Hunly (Phyllis
Gindlesperger’s brother)
Tom Jacobson
Joy Jahans (friend of Paul Pangrace)
Stephen Jahans (friend of Paul
Pangrace)
Diane Kearsey (Janice Tkacz’s sister)
Lacey Kihn (friend of Michael Udell)
Mara Kilbane (Melissa
McCutcheon’s granddaughter)
John Kovalski (friend of Paul
Pangrace)
Chris Magee (Erin Zawolowycz’s
brother)
Melissa McCutcheon
Michael McCutcheon
Marguerite Mihal (Paul Mihal’s
mother)
Paul Mihal
Natalya Miller (Arlene Neale’s
great-niece)
Andrew Mytrohovich
Bert Nielsen (Paul Pangrace’s
brother-in-law)
Carol Nielsen (Paul Pangrace’s
sister)
Daniel O’Donnell
Pat O’Donnell
Patricia Owens
Debra Parhamovich (Karen Felon’s
sister)
Grace Parhamovich (Karen Felon’s
mother)

James Peter Petkac
Anastasia Pogorily
James Marshall Prock
Elena Rich (Jerry Czajkowski’s
daughter)
Julia Sankovic (Child)
Andrew Sykaluk
Elaine Sudnick (Joy Pfeiffer’s
mother)
Tony Sykaluk (friend of Lydia
Mytrohovich)
Janice Tkacz
Gregory Verbick (friend of Paul
Pangrace)
Eleanor Wachovec (friend of Karen
Felon)
Robert Walsh (friend of The Felons)
Colleen Walsh (friend of the The
Felons)
Elisabeth Wright (friend of Paul
Pangrace)
Malcolm Wright (friend of Paul
Pangrace)
Erin Zawolowycz
Theodore Zolikoff (Nick Zolikoff’s
father)

Congratulations:
John & Anna (Tom Mitchell’s
sister) Neth & Newborn Cora Ruth
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Welcome Visitors

Our parish welcomes you and thanks you for joining us at today’s Divine Liturgy.
While only Orthodox Christians may approach the chalice for Holy Communion,
everyone is welcome to partake of the Holy Bread after Liturgy.
You are also invited to join us for fellowship in the Parish Hall following Liturgy.

COFEE HOUR & GREETERS SCHEDULES
Coffee Hour:
10/28/18
11/4/18
11/11/18
11/18/18
11/25/18
12/2/18
12/9/18

Greeters:

Shawna Whitlock & Gayle Vidovich
Dan & Lavinia Morris
Michael Tabeling & Michael Udell
Joyce Tabeling & Judy Schwind
Paul & Deborah Finley
Mat. Cindy Zdinak & Tammy Ponomarenko
Lauren Miklos & Chanda Czaruk

Virgina Medvec & Sonia Vorell
Sonia Vorell & Virginia Medvec
Nina & Elizabeth Antonik
Tammy & Eva Ponomarenko
Michael Tabeling & Paul Pangrace
Mat. Jenn Boerio & Karen Felon
Igor Gajewsky & Linda Smotzer

FOOD PANTRY
Our Food Pantry ministry continues through Merrick
House. They currently use the bags in their Moms
First program. We can always use your help by
"sponsoring a bag". Envelopes are in the foyer, $10
fills a bag. Thank you and God bless you for helping
those in need. - Dan Morris

Dome Lighters
Donations to offset the cost of lighting the domes can be made for The Health Of
or In Memory Of your loved ones. Contact the Parish Office if you are interested.
For the entire 2018 year:
In loving memory of Olga Fritskey
from John & Ruth Fritskey
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Cathedral Cookie Bakers!
Dust oﬀ your rolling pins and get ready for the
2018 Christmas Cookie Walk!
This year’s cookie walk will be held in conjunction
with December’s Walkabout Tremont
Friday, December 14th from 6:00-9:00 PM
Saturday, December 15th from 11:00 AM-2:00 PM
Cookies will need to be dropped oﬀ by 5:00 PM on
Friday, December 14th
Freezer space is available for those who
wish to bake early
Please see Susan Lentz for more information
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St. Herman House – FOCUS Cleveland
Presents its 6th Annual November Speaker Series...

Monday, November 5, 2018
Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church | 2187 W. 14th St. Cleveland, OH 44113

A Panel Discussion on the Impact of Addiction in Our Communities

Doors Open at 6:30 pm 6:30-7:00 pm – Appetizers
7:00-8:30 pm – Presentation & Panel Discussion
Fr. Dimitrios Moraitis

Dr. Debra O’Beirne

Dean of St Spyridon Orthodox Cathedral in Worcester, MA.
Author of “Returning the Lost Sheep: Ministry to the Alcohol
and Addict, an Orthodox Perspective”

Director, Addiction Medicine Service,
Fairfax County, Virginia

Fr. John and Cindy Zdinak

Alan and Sherie Steinberger

St. Theodosius Cathedral

Sts. Constantine and Helen Cathedral

Moderator: Meredith Garretson
Associate Producer, ideastream

$30 Per Person
Tickets are being sold in parishes, online at http://weblink.donorperfect.com/clevelandevent, and at St Herman House
For more information, call St Herman House 216-961-3806 | All proceeds benefit St. Herman House

*** Please see Dan Morris for tickets ***
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Fr. John will be conducting a teaching series on the Divine Liturgy for the Sundays
of the Nativity Fast beginning Sunday November 18th. The teaching sessions will
be conducted during the Liturgy at points corresponding with the dayʼs teaching.
This is offered in hope that our Catechumens and all of us will gain a better
understanding of what we do when we gather on Sunday mornings.
A five week series on Orthodox Worship will also take place beginning on Monday,
November 12 at 7L00 PM. It will be conducted every Monday through December
10th.

Overdue but always welcome, the next Boys Night Out
will be Sunday November 4th at 5:00 PM!
All men are invited - imbibers or not - for an evening out.
We're going to try a brand new place - Sauced Taproom
& Kitchen, 14701 Detroit Rd. in Lakewood
(http://saucedtaproom.com/). Parking is behind the
building and across Detroit behind other buildings. See
Dan Morris with questions or to confirm your spot.
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FOCA will have Dinner & NO
movie on Thursday, November
8th at 6:00 PM at Applebee’s on
Rockside. Please see Darrell
Felon for more information.
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The "Other" Saints Cosmas
and Damian
This weekly bulletin insert complements the curriculum published by the Department of Christian Education of the Orthodox Church in
America. This and many other Christian Education resources are available at http://dce.oca.org.

The Church celebrates the memory of a pair of unmercenary
physicians, Saints Cosmas and Damian of Asia Minor.
There are two other pairs of unmercenary saints named Cosmas and
Damian, one from Rome and the other from Arabia. The title of
"unmercenary" means the same thing for all of them: that they refused
payment for their healing work.
The two brothers from Asia Minor were raised by their mother
Theodota, a Christian whose pagan husband died while her boys
were still young. She taught them to be reverent toward God, and
encouraged them to study hard to become skilled physicians. She,
too, is a saint of the Church and is remembered with them.
As Cosmas and Damian grew into manhood, they became well-known
for their care not only of people but of animals. In their view, all living
creatures, being part of God's creation, were worthy of loving care and
medical help when it was needed. The brothers knew that their
abilities were God's gift, so they determined never to request any
payment for what they did.
They applied this principle not only to friends and people they knew
well but to any stranger who needed their assistance. The courteous attention they showed to every person reflected
their mother's Christian teaching, and brings to mind the words of Saint Paul: "Conduct yourselves wisely toward
outsiders, making the most of the time. Let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may know
how to answer every one" (Colossians 4: 5-6). Paul was encouraging his readers to be effective in spreading the
Gospel by being gracious in speech and behavior; Cosmas and Damian did so by representing Christ in their medical
treatment, always accompanying it with prayer.
Having agreed to be "unmercenary" in their work, the two men were more strongly bonded even than many brothers
are. But the bond was broken, in a sad and curious way, for a period of several years. A very sick woman, deeply
grateful to the brothers for having cured her, offered Damian the small gift she could afford: three eggs. She insisted
that he accept them "in the name of the Life-Creating Trinity." Damian felt that he could not refuse.
Cosmas was shocked by what seemed to be a breach of their
agreement not to accept payment, and he declared, on his
deathbed, that his brother must not be buried beside him as they
had planned. When Damian died shortly after he did, a big
problem arose. Where should Damian be buried?

Kontakion - Tone 2
Having received the grace of healing,
you grant healing to those in need.
Glorious wonder workers and healers, Cosmas and Damian,
visit us and put down the insolence of our enemies,
and bring healing to the world through your miracles.

God intervened by giving the power of speech to an animal the two physicians had once treated. The animal assured
everyone that Damian had accepted the gift only out of respect for the name of God, and therefore they should not
hesitate to bury him next to Cosmas. Happy and relieved, the people did so, and the two brothers were united once
again.

St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral Ambo - Page 21

WEEKLY
SCHEDULE
2018

Sunday, Oct. 28
MARTYRS TERRENCE,
NEONILA AND THEIR
CHILDREN
VEN. JOB OF POCHAEV
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy

REMINDER:
Please be sure
that cell phones
are turned oﬀ
before entering
the temple.

Monday, Oct. 29

OCTOBER

Special Collection

HIEROMARTYR ZENOBIUS
AND HIS SISTER, ZENOBIA
6:00 PM Ladies Night Out

UNMERCENARIES AND
WONDERWORKERS
COSMAS AND DAMIAN
11:00 AM Faith Enrichment @
Copperstone

Friday, Nov. 2
MARTYR ACINDYNUS OF
PERSIA AND THE OTHERS

MARTYR ANASTASIA
OF ROME
BL. MARY OF MESOPOTAMIA

Tuesday, Oct. 30

Thursday, Nov. 1

IOCC

Wednesday, Oct. 31
APOSTLE STAKHYS OF THE 70
AND THE OTHER
HIEROMARTYR
JOHN KOCHUROV

Saturday, Nov. 3
MARTYRS ACEPSIMUS,
JOSEPH AND AITHALAS
4:45 PM Church School
5:30 PM St. Vladimir’s Camp &
Retreat Center Clambake Fundraiser
6:00 PM Great Vespers

Sunday, Nov. 4
VEN. JOANNICIUS
THE GREAT
MERKURY THE FASTER
9:00 AM Divine Liturgy
5:00 PM Boys Night Out @ Sauced
Taproom & Kitchen

St. Theodosius Orthodox Cathedral
733 Starkweather Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44113

OCTOBER - NOVEMBER
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